






Apply for a California Disabled Veteran Business 

Enterprise Certification - continued 

DVBE Eligibility Requirements 
■ Disabled veterans must have a service-connected disability of at least 10 percent 

declared by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs or the United States 
Department of Defense. 

■ The firm must be at least 51 percent owned by one or more disabled veterans, 
except in the case of a Limited Liability Company (LLC). LLCs must be wholly 
owned by one or more disabled veterans. 

■ The disabled veteran(s) who owns and manages and controls the firm must be 
domiciled in California. 

■ Daily business operations must be managed and controlled by one or more 
disabled veterans. The disabled veteran(s) who manages and controls the 
business is not required to be the disabled veteran business owner(s). 

■ Principal office must be located in the United States and cannot be a branch or 
subsidiary of a foreign corporation, foreign firm, or other foreign-based business. 

■ Disabled veterans must have an established business that is operational and 
active prior to submission of an application. 

Small Business and Small Business for the Purpose of Public Works 

Eligibility Requirements 

We encourage DVBEs who meet the Small Business and Small Business for the 

Purpose of Public Works eligibility requirements also become certified as a 

Small Business (SB) or Small Business for the purpose of Public Works (SB-PW). 

Review the SB and SB-PW certification requirements section on the certification 

website at www.dgs.ca.gov/PD-Certification. When applying, complete both 

the DVBE and SB or SB-PW applications. 

For DVBE certification inquiries: Veteran Services/ Benefits Information: 
Office of Small Business & Disabled Veteran 
Business Enterprise Services (OSDS) 

certification@dgs.ca.gov I (916) 375-4940 

California Department of Veterans Affairs 

www.calvet.ca.gov I (916) 651-3054 

advocate@calvet.ca.gov I DVBE@calvet.ca.gov 
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