Planning and Innovation Grant Guidelines
Overview
Planning is critical for water efficiency and water conservation. State agencies’ requirements for water conservation and water efficiency planning is contained in the biannual Governor’s Executive Roadmap. Large water projects may also be listed in the State’s 5-Year Infrastructure Plan. However, frequently the planning in both documents may be at a very high level and lack specific detail on how to implement the proposed projects. 
Further, many water conservation and water efficiency projects are linked to other projects involving energy projects, irrigation projects, landscaping, and others.  This lack of detail and holistic planning can prevent action and stall projects for years. 
The 2022 Water grant program prioritizes grants for holistic water conservation planning and comprehensive water management plans.
Planning
1. All planning projects are eligible. Planning is defined as any activity necessary to:
a. Enable an agency’s water master plan, 
b. Enable a grant application for any grant category
c. Enable a project design, or initial drawings
d. Enable the holistic scoping of an initial project
Innovation – 
1. Water conservation and water efficiency innovations are eligible. Grant prioritization is given to those projects whose innovations are scalable and transferable to other state agencies.
2. Innovation projects’ grant funding shall not exceed $500,000.00.

