Landscaping Grant Guidelines
Overview
Landscaping at state agencies plays a critical role in providing safety and security, reducing local heat islands, suppressing dust, reducing water runoff, maintaining soil health, aiding in water filtration, and recycling nutrients. Landscaping at state facilities frequently surrounds historic places and public memorials as well as provides public gathering spaces. The health and proper maintenance of these landscapes is vital to the physical wellbeing of California’s people as well as its social, cultural, political, and historical life. Landscaping is a 2022 Water Grant Program priority.
In addition to general landscaping, state agencies can contribute to local urban forests by planting trees wherever possible and practical. Large shade trees are especially valuable infrastructure, and their planting and maintenance is given priority in grant scoring criteria.  
Landscape Design and Installation Criteria
Landscaping criteria for water efficiency and water conservation have been in development in California for many years. These efforts have cumulated in the Municipal Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance (MWELO).
 The latest MWELO criteria and guidance may be found in the 2021 MWELO Guidebook https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Water-Use-And-Efficiency/Urban-Water-Use-Efficiency/Model-Water-Efficient-Landscape-Ordinance.
MWELO is applicable to local agencies, not state agencies. However, MWELO criteria represent the best available water conservation and water efficiency practices and for the purposes of the 2022 Water Grant Program, will be used to prioritize grant monies to those state agencies using MWELO standards.
Not all state agencies have the internal resources to implement MWELO standards. Therefore, the 2022 Water Program Landscaping Grants will consider both planning and design grants for MWELO landscaping projects and the associated irrigation needs, as well as submittals of a fully designed and ready to implement MWELO compliant landscape and irrigation installations.
Landscaping Planning and Design
1. All landscape planning and design projects must follow MWELO criteria.
2. All landscape planning and design projects over 500 square feet are eligible.
3. Grant scoring prioritizes 
a. Largest water savings
b. Water reuse
c. Multi-benefit projects (multi-benefits are rainwater harvesting, capturing stormwater runoff, native plantings, pollinator plantings, dust control, erosion control, invasive species management, wildfire suppression, etc.)
d. Design projects in Disadvantaged Communities
e. Reduce heat island effects
f. Include tree planting as appropriate.
· Notes for MWELO criteria
a. Number of native plants. Native plants are not required to receive grant funding but qualify for higher scoring. 
i. Native plants must be native to the California region in which they are planted. For example, dawn redwoods are native to California but are not eligible for grant funding in Sacramento.
b. Number of low water use plants. Low water use plants are required to receive grant funding. Low water use plants must be climate appropriate to the region in which they are planted. For example, cactus is not eligible for grant funding in Sacrament but would be allowed in Los Angeles. See the table below for Water Use Classification of Landscape Species (WUCOLS) Regions. More information can be found at: https://ucanr.edu/sites/WUCOLS/

	Number
	WUCOLS Region
	Sunset climate zones*
	CIMIS ET0 zones**
	Representative Cities

	1
	North-Central Coastal
	14, 15, 16, 17
	1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 8
	Healdsburg, Napa, San Jose, Salinas, San Francisco, San Luis Obispo

	2
	Central Valley
	8, 9, 14
	12, 14, 15, 16
	Auburn, Bakersfield, Chico, Fresno, Modesto, Sacramento

	3
	South Coastal
	22, 23, 24
	1, 2, 4, 6
	Irvine, Los Angeles, Santa Barbara, Ventura, Vista

	4
	South Inland
	18, 19, 20, 21
	9
	Corona, Escondido, Pasadena, Riverside, San Bernardino, Santa Paula

	5
	High and Intermediate Desert
	11
	14, 17
	Apple Valley, Barstow, Bishop, Lancaster, Lone Pine, Tehachapi

	6
	Low Desert
	13
	18
	Borrego Springs, Blythe, Death Valley, El Centro, Needles, Palm Springs




Landscape Installations
1. All landscape installations must follow MWELO criteria.
2. All landscape installations over 500 square feet are eligible.
3. Grant scoring of landscape installations prioritize
a. Largest water savings
b. Water reuse
c. Multi-benefit projects (multi-benefits are rainwater harvesting, capturing stormwater runoff, native plantings, pollinator plantings, dust control, erosion control, invasive species management, wildfire suppression, etc.)
d. Design projects in Disadvantaged Communities
e. Reduce heat island effects
f. Include tree planting as appropriate.
· Notes for MWELO criteria
c. Number of native plants. Native plants are not required to receive grant funding but qualify for higher scoring. Native plants must be native to the California region in which they are planted. For example, dawn redwoods are native to California but are not eligible for grant funding in Sacramento.
d. Number of low water use plants. Low water use plants are required to receive grant funding. Low water use plants must be climate appropriate to the region in which they are planted. For example, cactus is not eligible for grant funding in Sacrament but would be allowed in Los Angeles. See the table below for Water Use Classification of Landscape Species (WUCOLS) Regions. More information can be found at: https://ucanr.edu/sites/WUCOLS/

	Number
	WUCOLS Region
	Sunset climate zones*
	CIMIS ET0 zones**
	Representative Cities

	1
	North-Central Coastal
	14, 15, 16, 17
	1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 8
	Healdsburg, Napa, San Jose, Salinas, San Francisco, San Luis Obispo

	2
	Central Valley
	8, 9, 14
	12, 14, 15, 16
	Auburn, Bakersfield, Chico, Fresno, Modesto, Sacramento

	3
	South Coastal
	22, 23, 24
	1, 2, 4, 6
	Irvine, Los Angeles, Santa Barbara, Ventura, Vista

	4
	South Inland
	18, 19, 20, 21
	9
	Corona, Escondido, Pasadena, Riverside, San Bernardino, Santa Paula

	5
	High and Intermediate Desert
	11
	14, 17
	Apple Valley, Barstow, Bishop, Lancaster, Lone Pine, Tehachapi

	6
	Low Desert
	13
	18
	Borrego Springs, Blythe, Death Valley, El Centro, Needles, Palm Springs




