Frequently
Asked
Questions

Q. What are the requirements for submitting a
five-year school facilities master plan for
CTEFP applications?

All applicants must submit a school board resolution
with their Application for Career Technical Education
Facilities Funding (Form SAB 50-10) and any
supporting documentation. The school board
resolution must acknowledge the requirement to
submit a complete five-year school facilities master
plan within 18 months of the release of all funds or
with the 100 percent Expenditure Report (Form SAB
50-06), whichever occurs first.

For more information, please visit OPSC's School
Facility Master Plans web page here: https://www.
dgs.ca.gov/OPSC/Resources/Page-Content/

Of ce-of-Public-School-Construction-Resources-List-
Folder/School-Facility-Master-Plans

Who is eligible to apply for funding?

e Per Education Code 17078.72, local educational
agencies (LEAs) operating a comprehensive high
school pursuant to Education Code (EC) sections
51224,51225.3,and 51228 and having an active
career technical advisory committee pursuant to
Education Code section 8070 may apply for new
construction grants or modernization grants. A joint
power authority (JPA) operating a career technical
education program as of May 20, 2006 and having an
active career technical advisory pursuant to
Education Code section 8070 may apply for a
modernization grant.

What is a comprehensive high school?

e A comprehensive high school is a school offering
at least grades ten through twelve and that
complies with EC Sections 51224, 51225.3, and
51228. An authorized LEA representative certifies
in the application that these conditions are met.

Are court schools, community day schools,

o alternative schools, school district-operated
charter schools, continuation schools, and
county offices of education eligible to apply
for funding?

Court schools, community day schools, alternative
schools, district-operated charter schools, and county
offices of education may apply if they meet the
requirements listed above.

Career Technical

Education Facilities
Program (CTEFP)

Q. What are the requirements for using CTEFP
funds on a leased property?
If it is leasing its Career Technical Education (CTE)
program facilities in accordance with School Facility
Program (SFP) Regulation Section 1859.22. This section
states:

In addition to meeting the requirements of Sections
1859.20 and 1859.21 or 1859.120, a district may
receive SFP funds for facilities that are or will be
located on real property leased by the district
provided all the following are met:

(a) The real property is leased from a governmental
agency.

(b) The term of the lease for the land for which the
district is requesting SFP funding at the time the
Approved Application is accepted is one of the
following:

(1) At least 25 years if the lease is for real property
owned by the federal government.

(2) At least 40 years if the lease is for real property
owned by a governmental agency other than the
federal government.

(3) At least 30 years if the lease is for real property
owned by a governmental agency other than the
federal government and the district has certified to all
the following:

(A) There are no other educationally adequate

sites for new construction available under a 40-year
lease.

(B) The cost per year to lease the real property
for no less than 30 years is no greater than the cost
per year to lease the real property for 40 years.

(4) At least 30 years if the lease is for real property
owned by a governmental agency other than the
federal government and the district has provided
other evidence satisfactory to the Board that a
shorter lease term is necessary.

Additionally, the project must be on land that
meets the standards for school sites as contained in
California Code of Regulations Title 5, 14001 et seq.
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May an independently-operated charter

« school or county-operated regional
occupational program (ROP) apply?
Neither of these entities meets the requirements to
submit a funding application; however, each may
partner with a school district or other eligible
agency that is applying. The school district or other
eligible agency that is part of the partnership will be
responsible for submitting the funding application
since independently-operated charter school or
county-operated ROP are not eligible to submit
funding applications.

The project must be located on a comprehensive
high school site. While partnerships are acceptable,
the project cannot be located on the ROP's site.

May a Regional Occupational Center and

e Programs (ROCP) that is legally constituted
as a Joint Powers Authority (JPA) apply for
funding?
Yes, a legally constituted JPA ROCP operating a CTE
program that was in existence on or before May 20,
2006, with an active CTE Advisory Committee, may
apply for modernization and equipment funding only
(e, not new construction funding). (See EC Section
17078.72(f) and SFP Regulation Section 1859.192).

May a single school district ROCP apply for
« bond funding?

Yes, a school district operating a ROCP may apply

for bond funding at a comprehensive high school

for use by the district-operated CTE program or the

district-operated ROCP program, or both.

Can a middle school apply?

e |f the comprehensive high school consists of grades
seven through twelve, on the same campus, it may
apply. A school serving exclusively middle school
grades is not eligible for funding.

Can two comprehensive high schools in

e the same district, whose students jointly
use a CTE training location on one of the
campuses, apply for funds?
The district is the applicant, and it applies for funding
at the one campus with the CTE training site. The
applicant may describe any unique conditions in
the application, and the other school without the
training location on its campus may indicate its
partner-support in the application.

May an applicant submit for multiple
projects?

Yes, an applicant may apply for funds for one or
more projects per site since CTE funding is per
industry sector/pathway per site. Each project
must be associated with only one of the fifteen
CTE industry sectors and one or more of the
associated pathways recognized by the
California Department of Education (CDE). A list
of the fifteen CDE approved sectors, and the
pathways associated with each, is located in
Appendix D of the CTE Facilities Application.

The industry sectors must also pertain to courses
with California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement
Data System (CALPADS) codes (7000-8999) as
indicated on the CDE CALPADS Web site at
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sp/cl/.

An example could be where one school site
within a school district wants to have both a
culinary program and a graphic design program.
In this scenario, the school district will need to
submit two separate CTE funding applications
for the same school site with one CTE funding
application being for the Hospitality, Tourism,
and Recreation industry sector (culinary
program) and one one CTE funding application
being for the Arts, Media, and Entertainment
industry sector (graphic design program).

What is the LEA’s application procedure for
multiple comprehensive school sites, each
requesting the same sector project?

An applicant may apply for funds for multiple
comprehensive school sites that are each requesting
the same sector project since CTE funding is per
industry sector/pathway per site. However, since it is the
same sector being addressed at all the sites, the
applicant can use one CTE Advisory Committee
representing the industry-specific sector to justify the
need for the project. The CTE Plan can be similar for
each site; however, since each site will undoubtedly
have different physical needs, the CTE Plan must
address, and the CTE Advisory Committee must
discuss, review and approve each site specifically, and
this must be clearly noted in the CTE Plan. Schematics/
diagrams must be site-specific.

An example could be where one school site within a
school district wants to have a graphic design
program and another school site within the school
district also want to have a graphic design program. In
this scenario, the school district will need to submit
two separate CTE funding applications for the two
separate school sites with the CTE funding
applications for both school sites being for the Arts,
Media, and Entertainment industry sector.
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Q. What is the LEA’s application procedure for
one building housing multiple sector projects
(i.e., one site with four sector projects within)?
An applicant may apply for funds for multiple sector
projects that are housed within one building since CTE
funding is per industry sector/pathway per site. In this
scenario, there are four different sectors being
addressed; therefore, four sector-specific CTE Advisory
Committees are required, one for each sector. Industry
representatives from the specific sector are required for
each sector-specific CTE Advisory Committee (i.e.,
construction industry representatives would be
required for the construction sector). Each CTE Advisory
Committee must review and approve the CTE Plan for
each sector; therefore, a separate CTE Plan and
application is required for each sector. Since all sector
projects will be housed in one building, the facility
plans (schematics, diagrams) can be the same for each
application. Please highlight the sector being
addressed on the diagram for each application to
specify the amount of square footage dedicated to
each sector. The LEA should be aware that each
application will be considered and scored for the CTE
score separately. Since funding is a competitive
process, it is possible one or more sector applications
may not be approved.

An example could be where one school site within a
school district wants to have a graphic design program,
a culinary program, a natural resources program, and
an international business program. All four programs
will be housed within one building on the school site.
In this scenario, the school district will need to submit
four separate CTE funding applications for each of the
following industry sectors:

A. Arts, Media, and Entertainment industry sector
(graphic design program)

B. Hospitality, Tourism, and Recreation industry
sector (culinary program)

C. Agriculture and Natural Resources industry sector
(natural resources program)

D. Business and Finance industry sector
(international business program)

What are the maximum grant amounts?
® Grants are limited to the criteria prescribed in EC
Section 17078.72, summarized as follows:

A. New construction: $3,000,000 per project, per
school site, inclusive of equipment, to comprehensive
high schools with an active CTE Advisory Committee:

1. For a stand alone project
2. Foranew school project

B. Modernization: $1,500,000 per project, per school
site, inclusive of equipment, to comprehensive high
schools or joint powers authorities currently
operating CTE programs and having an active CTE
Advisory Committee.

C. CTE Equipment: Limited by the maximum grant
amounts described in EC Sections 17078.72 (e) and
(). An equipment request, up to these limits, is
acceptable provided it enhances the CTE educational
opportunities of students and meets all the other
criteria in the grant application.

PLEASE NOTE: Projects that previously received CTEFP
funding under Proposition 1D may apply provided
the project did not receive the maximum funding
amounts described above.

For example, if a project received $2 million of new
construction CTEFP funds under Proposition 1D, then
it would only be eligible for another $1million under
the Proposition 2 CTEFP. In this example, the $1
million of funding that the applicant would be
eligible for under Proposition 2 CTEFP must be for an
addition to the scope of work or for work that was not
included in the original application.

What projects are eligible to apply for

« funding?
Applicants may apply for funding for future CTE
projects or for reimbursement of an existing or
completed CTE project that did not already receive
CTE funding as noted above. Newly constructed CTE
classrooms or facilities that were occupied on or after
May 20, 2006 are eligible to apply as a new
construction project. Modernization projects of
existing CTE classrooms or facilities may be eligible if
the contract for the work was executed on or after
May 20, 2006. A CTE-specific CDE Final Plan Approval
Letter and DSA Approval Letter must be submitted
either with the CTEFP application submittal package
or within 12 months of receiving an apportionment
for the project.

EC Section 17078.72 calls for applicants to

« have an active CTE Advisory Committee per
EC Section 8070. EC Section 8070 requires
the governing board of a school district
to appoint a CTE Advisory Committee
requiring membership of several named
representatives. May the applicant school
use the school district's Advisory Committee
for this purpose or does the comprehensive
high school need to establish a separate
and unique CTE Advisory Committee?
The applicant-school may use the school district's
CTE Advisory Committee or establish its own CTE
Advisory Committee. However, membership on the
CTE Advisory Committee must include the required
members as stipulated in EC Sections 8070 and
17078.72(i)(3).

How is “active” defined in the above
« requirement for a CTE Advisory Committee?

For the purposes of this grant application, “active”
means that the CTE Advisory Committee is
constituted at the time the applicant submits its
application to the CDE.
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What must be addressed in the “CTE Plan?”

o Please carefully review Element 1, Items A, B, C,and D
of the CDE Grant Application. Additional information
can be provided; however, every item in Element 1,
ltems A, B, C, and D must be addressed.

Will small, rural schools have an equal
» chance of obtaining funding as large, urban
schools?

Yes, equitable distribution of funded projects
throughout the state is a goal consistent with the
purpose of the Act. Bond funds are intended to

be awarded based on the comprehensive high
school's rural, suburban, and urban locale. OPSC will
use the National Center for Education Statistics
(NCES) to determine the local designation of rural,
suburban, or urban. The information is found on the
NCES website at http://nces.ed.gov/.

Funding order is determined by score on the CDE
Score Letter and locale. The three projects with the
highest score in each locale are ranked 1, 2, and 3.
Then the next three projects with the highest score in
each locale are ranked 4, 5, and 6. This process
continues until all CTEFP funds are exhausted or all
CTEFP funding applications are funded. Note that
town locales are considered rural.

To determine your locale using NCES, visit: https://
nces.ed.gov/programs/maped/LocaleLookup/

Will funding for multi-purpose rooms,

o computer labs, or theaters be approved?
Funds may only be granted if the primary purpose of
the grant application is directly focused, and
uniquely related, to a CTE specific industry sector
program. The CTE Advisory Committee approval
must reinforce that aspect of the application.
General-purpose auditoriums, multi-purpose rooms,
general-purpose labs, etc. are not CTE specific
training programs and will not be funded.

Can CTE bond funds be used to construct,

« modernize or remodel facilities for Americans
with Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements,
such as access ramps, or additional special
needs parking facilities, etc.?

CTEFP funds may be used to meet the minimum
requirements for access compliance as determined by
the Division of the State Architect’s (DSA). No
additional funds are available for access compliance
and all cost must be covered within the CTE grant.

Is an applicant expected to submit detailed
o architectural designs at the time of the
grant application to CDE and the funding
application to OPSC?
A general or initial preliminary plan is appropriate for
the application; however, the plans must be of
sufficient detail so that the grant reviewers are able to
clearly judge the project or equipment as an
appropriate CTE proposal. A clear, well-developed
plan and application will make it easier for the
reviewers to understand the application’s intent. For
specific information about the schematics/plans,
contact the School Facilities Planning Division at CDE
or OPSC.

Can bond funds be used to modernize a

« facility at a non-district owned of-school
site (i.e., at an auto dealership where an
automotive technology class is taught, or at
a hospital where a nursing class is taught)?
No, funds may only be expended on projects or
equipment at comprehensive high schools, and/
or facilities owned by, or under a long-term lease
agreement with a government entity, by a school
district, or JPA and must meet Title 5 Regulations,
Sections 14001 et seq.

EC Section 17078.72(a) stipulates that

« requested equipment have an average useful
life expectancy of at least ten years. What
does this mean?
The equipment must have a useful life span of at least
ten years, as indicated by the manufacturer and
supported by the CTE Advisory Committee. For
example, this precludes spending funds on computers
(which ordinarily are outdated and not useful before
ten years elapses), unless the computer is just part of
a larger item, such as a computer-driven lathe. The
documentation for the life span of the equipment
must be kept by the district for potential audit
purposes.

Q Can a computer that is intended to only run

o a specific software application, or be used for
a specific training purpose, utilizing specific
industry-unique technology, be purchased?
The law is clear that the average useful life expectancy
of equipment purchased with bond funds must be at
least ten years regardless of what software application
or technology it is running. A computer, even if it will
be used solely for the purpose of a specific sector,
does not have an average useful life expectancy of at
least ten years.
If an application is for equipment only, what

e determines if the project is new construction
or modernization for the purposes of
calculating the maximum grant amount?
The determination shall be made based on the
occupancy date of the facility being equipped. If the
CTE facility was occupied before May 20, 2006, the
project will be considered modernization. If the
equipment is being purchased for a CTE facility that
was occupied on or after May 20, 2006, the project
will be considered new construction.
Is furniture an eligible expenditure for CTEFP
o funds?

Yes, if it is directly related to enhancing the CTE
educational opportunities of students, to the CTE
program, and/or necessary to operate, house, or hold
any CTE equipment which currently exists or will be
purchased (i.e., stands for CTE equipment, tables,
workbenches, chairs/stools for auto labs, etc.). Like
equipment, furniture must also have an average
useful life expectancy of at least ten years. General-
purpose furniture, not directly related to a CTE
function or program, will not be eligible for funding.
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How is the “capital cost per pupil”
e calculated?
All costs associated with the instructional program

should be figured into the amount. The applicant shall
describe the rationale and method used to obtain the

figure. Calculations should be relevant to industry
standards where feasible. Note: A high-cost program
will not be considered a negative factor for scoring
purposes.

Must the “match” meet the same guidelines
o as the requirements for the grant funds?

Yes, all match funds must be expended for the

approved and intended purpose of the bond

application. The match must be a cash match,

not in-kind.

Can the following be used for match?

e Based on Education Code Section 17078.72(g)(1) “A
school district shall contribute from local resources a
dollar amount that is equal to the amount of the
grant of state funds... The required local contribution
may be provided by private industry groups, the
school district or a joint powers authority.” The
district's match shall not be provided from any funds
from another state or federal program.

Perkins funds: No

ROCP funds: Only funds from capital outlay and
equipment replacement reserves associated with
the project may be used

CTE Equipment Grant under Assembly Bill 1802: No
CTE Incentive Grant Program: No

CTE Pathways Trust Program: No

CTE Initiative Program: No

Golden State Pathways Program: No

California Regional K-16 Education Collaboratives
Grant Program: No

Private business and industry donations: Yes

Other: Other non-state and non-federal funds may
be used if they are not restricted or limited for any
other purpose

The match may also be obtained through a loan.

Visit OPSC's CTEFP webpage for further information:
https://www.dgs.ca.gov/OPSC/Services/Page-
Content/Office-of-Public-School-Construction-
Services-List-Folder/Access-Career-Technical-
Education-Facilities-Funding

If a school is not funded in the current

e round, can they resubmit in the next

available round?

Yes, applicants who are unsuccessful in a prior round
are encouraged to consult with CDE to determine
what areas can be strengthened in their application
to improve their chance of success in a subsequent
submission.

The applicant may reapply to OPSC during a
subsequent funding cycle, provided the application
meets the eligibility criteria. (See SFP Regulation
Section 1859.196).

A current CDE Score Letter would need to be
obtained (i.e,, post July 3, 2024). Prior CDE Score
Letters, issued for prior cycle projects, would not be
accepted for Cycle 7. A higher value may make it
more competitive in a future round.

Is the information from prior CTEFP

e project apportionments available for
prior CTEFP Cycles?
Project apportionments from all prior CTEFP
Cycles are available for review using the Data
Dashboard Portal: https://
www.dgsapps.dgs.ca.gov/OPSC/Dashboard/

From the Summary tab, you can select one
school district or multiple school districts to see a
summary of the total funding received. You can
also see the funding that was received per
individual funding program.

If an LEA is funded and the actual expenses
o are less than originally proposed in the

application, is the LEA allowed to retain

savings from a project?

Yes. Savings may be retained to expend on other high

priority capital facility needs within the school district.

There is a space on the cover page asking for

e “number of teaching stations.” What does

this mean? Current? Future?

The “number of teaching stations”is the number of
teaching stations included in the project.

How do we handle contingencies for

» construction overruns?
Grant funding is capped by project. All construction
costs must be handled within the approved project
grant amount. Cost overruns are the responsibility
of the applicant.
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If I reconfigure/modernize an existing

Q- Minimum Essential Facility (gym, library, or
multipurpose room) can | use CTE funds to

replace the Minimum Essential Facilities

(MEF)?

Reconfiguring an existing school building must not
displace a MEF. In any case involving the replacement

of a MEF due to the reconfiguration of an existing

building, the replacement must be part of the plans
submitted in support of the CTEFP application, must

occur concurrently, and cannot be part of a SFP
application for new construction.

» If I will be adding only air conditioning to a
building containing four shops/sectors, can
| streamline the application down so | don't

need to write to all the elements?
No, the application needs to be filled out in its
entirety.

Are mobile food trucks considered an

e allowable expense?
No, a food truck is not a facility. Additionally, only
a limited number of students are able to use the
instructional space at one time.

Are shared spaces (i.e., makerspaces) considered
e an allowable expense?

No, while these types of spaces provide flexibility for

a multitude of uses, they are not typically designed

to support a specific industry sector or pathway.

What about band uniforms as equipment?
o No, band uniforms are not considered equipment for
the purposes of this grant.

What are the occupancy requirements for CTEFP

Q. stand alone and combined new construction

Can a district use CTEFP funds to purchase a

® tractor or a truck?

A tractor that will be used on site would be allowable,

a truck would not. Allowable equipment under this
program must be connected directly to the career

technical education classroom or teaching area.
Equipment, like a tractor, is allowable because it

benefits the student’s learning experience directly. A
truck has many uses beyond CTE and is therefore not

permitted.

A JPA ROP is considering expanding facilities
« by using the unused elementary school across

the street. Will the project qualify?

Under Education Code Section 17078.72, a JPA ROP only
qualifies for modernization grants, so new buildings

being constructed would not qualify. Only

modernizing existing buildings or equipment qualifies

for grants.

For school districts intending to expand a school site,
please contact your SFPD field representative first. The
site addition must meet Title 5 Requlations for safety
and security before proceeding with the project. Site
acquisition funds are not provided in the CTE program.

I have a room behind a stage in a small
e theater for video production. The heat

generated from the digital editing
equipment and computer causes the

equipment to overheat and shut down. Can
l use CTE funds to put in an air-conditioning

unit in that space?

You may apply for CTEFP bond funds to modernize
that space to incorporate an air-conditioning unit.
However, the requirements for securing bond funds
are fairly complex and time-consuming for a small
improvement such as an air-conditioning unit. Other
sources of funds may be more suitable for this type

of request.

and modernization applications?

CTE Facilities newly constructed and occupied on or after
May 20, 2006 may be eligible. Existing CTE facilities
modernized projects may be eligible if the contract for
the work was executed on or after May 20, 2006.
These requirements are for both stand alone and
combined CTEFP projects. A CTE-specific CDE Final Plan
Approval Letter and DSA Approval Letter must be
submitted either with the CTEFP application submittal
package or within 12 months of receiving an
apportionment for the project.

When is an applicant required to demonstrate
« the matching funds?
For purposes of the local match, the applicant is not
required to have the full match “in the bank”at the time of
fund release. In order to receive the funds, the applicant
must complete and submit a valid Fund Release
Authorization (Form SAB 50-05) after receiving an
apportionment from the State Allocation Board. This form
requires the applicant to certify to the following:

Part IX. Career Technical Education Facilities
Projects

The district certifies that its applicable matching share has
either:

1. been deposited in the County School Facility Fund

2.has already been expended by the district for the project

3. will be expended by the district prior to the Notice of
Completion for the project

For additional information, here is a link to the Form SAB 50-05
and other program forms on the OPSC

website: https://www.dgs.ca.gov/-/media/Divisions/OPSC/
Forms/SAB-50-05_ADA.pdf

Will Districts be able to request an extension to the
o 12-month deadline for CDE/DSA approvals if
necessary?

Deadline extensions are not permitted for the CTEFP.
Districts that fail to meet the submission requirements
shall have their CTEFP application rescinded without
further Board action, pursuant to SFP Regulation Section
1859.197.
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