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Prop 51 Recap
Approximately $650.0 million awarded

• $500.0 million in Prop 51

• $150.0 million in Props 47, 55, and 1D

o Funding that returned through 2018

62 PAs awarded

• 16 can still request advance funding (optional)

o Design costs

o Site acquisition costs

• 47 need to convert to a final apportionment
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Converting Your PA
 Submit a complete and valid  Application for Funding (Form SAB 50-04)

 Preliminary to Final Apportionment
• Proposed project to actual project with approved plans

 At conversion, applicant can:

• Request less funding than what was originally reserved

• Request eligible supplemental grants not previously reserved
o Cannot request additional square footage or pupil grants

• Receive additional funding beyond what was reserved if:
o Project qualifies
o Financially sound
o Available bond authority 
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Converting Your PA

Form SAB 50-04 Supporting Documents

 Division of the State Architect (DSA) approved plans and 

specifications

 DSA and CDE Final Plan approval letters

 CTEAC certification letter

 Request for current financial soundness
 Submit request to CSFA at the same time the Form SAB 50-04 package is 

submitted to OPSC

 Do not submit financial soundness documentation to OPSC



Office of Public School Construction

Converting Your PA

Additional items for New Construction projects

 Site development worksheet 

 Offsite plans approved by local authority

 Projects with site acquisition

• CDE Final Site Approval letter

• Valid Opening/Closing escrow statement

• Appraisal with valuation date within six months of application submittal 

date

o Funding based on the lesser of the appraised value and actual cost

• DTSC and hazardous waste removal invoices, if requesting
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Converting Your PA

 Site Development Worksheet (SFP Regulation Section 1859.76)

 Service-site

 Off-site

 Utilities
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Converting Your PA

Additional items for Rehabilitation projects

 Cost Estimate
• Breakout total hard construction costs in the rehabilitation project 

• Used to ensure work is allowed under rehabilitation and project meets 60% 
commensurate requirement

 Access/Fire Code Requirements DSA Checklist
• ONLY if applicant requests funding based on the minimum work required by DSA

• Can request 3% of the base grant without checklist

• Must be approved by DSA prior to application submittal
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Converting Your PA
Conversion Deadline
 Fours years from date PA awarded

 Submit complete and valid Form SAB 50-04 by deadline
• Construction does not need to start

 Request a one-time, one-year extension
• Meet all requirements in SFP Regulations, Section, 1859.166.1
• Submitted no later than the original four-year conversion deadline

No Additional Extensions
Executive Officer Emergency Powers allows OPSC to provide extensions for applicants 
that are unable to meet OPSC’s response deadlines as a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic. This does not apply to the four-year conversion deadline which is required in 
statute (Education Code 17078.52(c)(3)).
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Funding Restrictions

 60% Commensurate Requirement

• Hard construction costs must be at least 60% of total funding (less 

site acquisition)

• Verified at conversion, final fund release and closeout 

 Financial Soundness Determination 

 Available bond authority

• For projects that qualify for more than was originally reserved
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Funding Restrictions

 Capacity (rehab)

• Square footage base grant capped at classroom capacity in 
project

 Excess square footage/classrooms  (rehab)
• Reconfiguring existing facilities or demolishing and building back

• Excess square footage or classrooms (even if within original square 
footage) not eligible rehabilitation expenditures
o Can be funded by corresponding new construction project

 Occupancy (new construction)
• Cannot submit Form SAB 50-04 once facilities occupied
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Accessing Funding

Step One: Unfunded Approval on the 

Unfunded List (Lack of AB 55 Loans)

 Unfunded approvals that need cash

 Advances placed on list when PA awarded. 

 Construction funding placed on list when conversion 

application approved by State Allocation Board (SAB)
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Accessing Funding

Health and Safety projects listed first; all other projects  

listed in order by SAB unfunded approval date
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Accessing Funding

Step Two: Submit Priority Funding Certification

 Certification

• Ability to meet the requirements to request funds by a deadline 

specific to your type of funding 

 Bi-Annual Certification Rounds:

• May 12, 2021 - June 10, 2021
o Eligible for funding July 1, 2021-December 31, 2021

• November 10, 2021 - December 9, 2021
o Eligible for funding January 1, 2022-June 30, 2022
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Accessing Funding

Step Three: Wait for funds to become 

available
 Usually from a Spring or Fall General Obligation Bond sale

 Must include funding for the School Facility Program

 Bond sales are not guaranteed
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Accessing Funding

Step Four: Receive a Funded Approval 
Back to the board to change approval to funded

Step Five: Request funds by deadline
 90 days from funded approval for design and 

construction 

 180 days from funded approval for site acquisition

Step Six: Funds released
About 6 weeks from request submittal



Office of Public School Construction

Accessing Funding

Requesting Funds

Submit a complete and valid Fund Release Request (Form SAB 

50-05) and supporting documents:

 Executed Grant Agreement (OPSC)
• Specific to funding phase (design, site, construction) 

 Executed Charter School Agreements
• Memorandum of Understanding (CSFA) 

• Funding Agreement, if loan requested (CSFA)

• Use Agreement, if District holds title (District)

• Not specific to funding phase 
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Accessing Funding

Additional items for advance fund release

 Current financial soundness determination (CSFA)

 California Department of Education (CDE) Contingent 

Site Approval (site advance)

 Preliminary Appraisal (site advance)

 Application for Charter School Preliminary Apportionment 

(Form SAB 50-09) (site advance)

 Additional items if charter holds title
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Accessing Funding

Additional items for final fund release

 Full contract(s)
• Must be in contract for at least 50% of hard construction costs

 Notice(s) to Proceed

 Project Information Worksheet (PIW) (new construction 

projects only)

 Additional items if charter holds title
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Accessing Funding

Non-Participation Occurrences

 Construction funding phase only
• Do not apply to advances

 Certification not submitted

 Form SAB 50-05 not submitted by deadline

After two non-participation occurrences the project is 

rescinded!
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Financial Reporting Requirements

Annual Expenditure Reports (SFP Regulation Section 

1859.104)

 Submit an Expenditure Report (Form SAB 50-06) and Detailed Listing 

of Project Expenditures (DLOPE)

 Beginning one year from final fund release, submit every year until 

project complete:
• Form SAB 50-06 submitted indicating project is 100% complete

• 3 years from final fund release date for elementary school

• 4 years from final fund release date for middle/high school
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Financial Reporting Requirements

Substantial Progress (SFP 
Regulations, Section 1859.105)

 18 months from final fund release 

after conversion, submit evidence 

substantial progress in the 

completion of the project is being 

made 
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Financial Reporting Requirements

Project Closeout (EC 41024)

 K-12 Expenditure Audit must be completed by a local auditor 
within one year of project completion 

 Review of expenditures reported on the final DLOPE to 
determine if they are eligible/ineligible 

 Ineligible expenditures and savings will need to be returned

 Deposit funding in separate account or sub account to keep 
project expenditures separate from general charter school 
expenditures
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Financial Reporting Requirements

Loan Repayment 
 Payments begin one year from occupancy date

• Applicant must notify OPSC when facilities are occupied

 CSFA creates payment schedule

 Up to 30 years to repay

 9-month schedule
• No payments June, July or February

 Payments collected via interception of CDE Average 
Daily Attendance (ADA) payment
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Submitting Documents to OPSC

Two ways to submit:

 By email (scanned signatures accepted

• OPSCApplicationReviewTeam@dgs.ca.gov and cc 

erin.cunneen@dgs.ca.gov

• Priority Funding Certifications also cc Haley.Jensen@dgs.ca.gov

 OPSC Online  

mailto:OPSCApplicationReviewTeam@dgs.ca.gov
mailto:erin.cunneen@dgs.ca.gov
mailto:Haley.Jensen@dgs.ca.gov
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Top Tips
 Charter School Agreements: Work on executing as early 

as possible to avoid missing Form 50-05 submittal 
deadlines

 Designing Project: Certain variances between preliminary 
and final project scopes allowed 
• Discuss these with OPSC early on to see if they are eligible or will 

affect funding

 Occupancy: Do not occupy new construction projects 
prior to submitting complete and valid Form SAB 50-04
• Project will be ineligible for funding

• Rehabilitation projects can be occupied
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Top Tips

 No Lease, Lease-Backs: Charter schools may not use a 
lease, lease-back (LLB) construction delivery method 
(Districts may use LLB) 

 Public Works Project: Follow all Labor Code, Public 
Contract  Code and Government Code requirements

 Closeout Pre-Review: Request a pre-review by our office 
to help identify ineligible expenditures prior to submitting 
your final 50-06. Once a final 50-06 is submitted, a pre-
review cannot be requested.
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Resources

SAB Forms
https://www.dgs.ca.gov/OPSC/Forms

SAB Meeting Agendas (current and archived)
https://www.dgs.ca.gov/OPSC/Meetings

Priority Funding Webpage
https://www.dgs.ca.gov/OPSC/Resources/Page-Content/Office-of-Public-School-Construction-
Resources-List-Folder/Priority-Funding-Information

Advertised Bond Sales
https://www.buycaliforniabonds.com/state-of-california-ca/bonds/i27

K-12 Audit
https://www.dgs.ca.gov/OPSC/Resources/Page-Content/Office-of-Public-School-Construction-
Resources-List-Folder/K-12-Audit-Resource

OPSC Online and User Guide
https://www.dgs.ca.gov/OPSC/Resources/Page-Content/Office-of-Public-School-Construction-
Resources-List-Folder/Online-Application-Links

https://www.dgs.ca.gov/OPSC/Forms
https://www.dgs.ca.gov/OPSC/Meetings
https://www.dgs.ca.gov/OPSC/Resources/Page-Content/Office-of-Public-School-Construction-Resources-List-Folder/Priority-Funding-Information
https://www.buycaliforniabonds.com/state-of-california-ca/bonds/i27
https://www.dgs.ca.gov/OPSC/Resources/Page-Content/Office-of-Public-School-Construction-Resources-List-Folder/K-12-Audit-Resource
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E-mail Subscription List

 To receive the latest news from OPSC that is specific to 
charter schools please subscribe to our email list:

https://www.dgs.ca.gov/OPSC/Contact

By subscribing to the Charter Schools list you will 
receive notifications regarding information that is 
specific to the Charter School Facilities Program such 
as important program changes and new funding 
round notifications.

https://www.dgs.ca.gov/OPSC/Contact
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