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 On December 14, 2015, a telephonic prehearing conference was held before 
Administrative Law Judge Chris Butchko, Office of Administrative Hearings.   Steven 
Wyner, Attorney at Law, appeared on behalf of Student.  Lee Rideout, Attorney at Law, 
appeared on behalf of Castaic Union School District.  The PHC was recorded. 
  
            Based upon discussion with the parties, the ALJ issues the following order: 
  
            1.         Hearing Dates, Times, and Location.  The parties informed the ALJ at the 
start of the conference that Student had filed an amended due process hearing request 
(complaint) on December 14, 2015.  Included with the filing was a letter from District’s 
counsel dated December 9, 2015, consenting to the filing.  Given the agreement of the 
parties, further proceedings in the PHC were discontinued.   
 

An amended complaint may be filed when either (a) the other party consents in 
writing and is given the opportunity to resolve the complaint through a resolution session, or 
(b) the hearing officer grants permission, provided the hearing officer may grant such 
permission at any time more than five (5) days prior to the due process hearing.  (20 U.S.C. 
§1415(c)(2)(E)(i).)  The filing of an amended complaint restarts the applicable timelines for 
the due process hearing.  (20 U.S.C. §1415(c)(2)(E)(ii).)  
 
 District has consented to the filing of the amended complaint.  The motion to amend 
is timely and is granted.  The amended complaint shall be deemed filed on the date of this 
order.  All applicable timelines shall be reset as of the date of this order.  OAH will issue a 
scheduling order with the new dates, which shall include expedited and non-expedited 
hearing dates.   
 

 2. Settlement.  The parties are encouraged to continue their attempts to reach an 
agreement before the due process hearing.  The parties shall inform OAH in writing 
immediately should they reach a settlement or otherwise resolve the dispute before the 
scheduled hearing.  If a settlement is reached five business days or fewer before the due 
process hearing is scheduled to begin, the parties shall, in addition, immediately inform OAH 
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of that fact by telephone at (916) 263-0880.  Dates for hearing will not be cancelled until the 
letter of withdrawal or signature page of the signed agreement has been received by OAH.  If 
an agreement in principle is reached, the parties should plan to attend the scheduled hearing 
unless different arrangements have been agreed upon by the assigned ALJ.  IF A FULL AND 
FINAL SETTLEMENT IS REACHED AFTER 5:00 P.M. ON THE LAST BUSINESS DAY 
PRIOR TO HEARING, THE PARTIES SHALL LEAVE A VOICEMAIL MESSAGE 
REGARDING THE SETTLEMENT AT (916) 274-6035, AND SHALL ALSO LEAVE 
CELLULAR PHONE NUMBERS OF EACH PARTY OR COUNSEL FOR EACH PARTY.  
The ALJ will check for messages the evening prior to the hearing and the morning of the 
hearing. 
 
            3. Failure to comply with this order may result in the exclusion of evidence or 
other sanctions. 
   
            IT IS SO ORDERED. 
  
 
DATE: December 14, 2015 
 
 
 
 /S/ 

CHRIS BUTCHKO 
Administrative Law Judge 
Office of Administrative Hearings 

 


