
  
    

      
   

The United States Access Board is an independent federal agency
that promotes equality for people with disabilities through

leadership in accessible design and the development of 
accessibility guidelines and standards. 
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2010 ADA Standards 
for Accessible Design 

.... ... .... 

Amencaos Wi1h Olsabthbes Act 
and Arthi!ecrural Bamers Acl 

AccesslblMy Guiderines ....,l'J_ 

·--·---

2010 ADA  Standards 
DOJ’s 2010 standards 

(mandatory March 15, 2012) 

Based on the Board’s ADA-ABA Guidelines (2004) 
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ADA Coverage 

Private sector (title III) 
• Places of Public Accommodation 
• Commercial Facilities 

Public Sector (title II) 
• State & Local Government Facilities 
• Public transit facilities (titles II & III) 
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ABA Coverage 

Applies to facilities designed, built, altered or 
leased with Federal funds 

• Federal buildings (e.g., post offices) 
• Non-Federal buildings (e.g., school built with 

Federal money) 
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Locating provisions 
Table of Contents 
ADA Application and Scoping 

ADA Chapter 1: Application and Administration 
ADA Chapter 2: Scoping Requirements 

ABA Application and Scoping 
ABA Chapter 1: Application and Administration 
ABA Chapter 2: Scoping Requirements 

Technical Chapters 
Chapter 3: Building Blocks 
Chapter 4: Accessible Routes 
Chapter 5: General Site and Building Elements 
Chapter 6: Plumbing Elements and Facilities 
Chapter 7: Communication Elements and Features 
Chapter 8: Special Rooms, Spaces and Elements 
Chapter 9: Built-In Elements 
Chapter 10: Recreation Facilities 
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Recreation Facilities –Chapter 10 
• Amusement rides 
• Boating facilities 
• Fishing piers and platforms 
• Sports facilities 
• Play areas 
• Golf courses 
• Miniature golf courses 
• Swimming  pools, wading  

pools,  and spas 

"For the very first time, these rules will 
cover recreational facilities like 
amusement parks and marinas and 
gyms and golf facilities and swimming 
pools, and municipal facilities like 
courtrooms and prisons," Obama 
stated. 
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A facility in existence 
on any given date ... 

Existing facilities 

“Primary Function Area” 
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What Standards Apply to 
ADA Existing Facilities? 

• Title II — Program 
accessibility 

• Title III — Readily
achievable barrier removal 

For more information, contact DOJ 
@ 800 514-0301 

2/19/2020 



 Temporary Facilities (§201.3) 

2/19/2020 
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General Exceptions 

• Recreation Facilities 
• Raised  structures used  

solely for refereeing, 
judging, or scoring  a sport 

• Raised boxing/  wrestling 
rings 

• Water slides and raised 
diving  boards/ platforms 

• Animal  containment areas 
not open to the  public 
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Dressing, Fitting, & Locker 
Rooms 

• Access to at least 5% of each type of locker, in 
each cluster 

• Clear floor space 
• Elements within reach range 
• Operable parts 
• Accessible bench 
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Dressing/ Fitting/ Locker Rooms 

• Door swing into turning space (if wheelchair
space beyond swing) 

2/19/2020 



[changing] Benches (§903)

clear floor space 
(parallel-short axis

Size: (42” min. long, 
20” – 24” deep)
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Benches 
• Back support - new specifications 
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Play Areas 

§240 & §1008 
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The play area standards also do 
not apply to: 

• Play areas designed for 
children under 2 years old 

• Family childcare facilities 
where the proprietor 
resides 

• Amusement attractions 

2/19/2020 
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Play Area Terms 
Elevated Play 
Component 

Elevated 
Accessible 
Route Use Zone 

Ground-Level 
Accessible Route 

Ground-Level 
2/19/2020 Play Component 



 Natural feature play components 
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What is a Play 
Component? 


What is not 
a Play 
Component? 




Transfer Systems 

Steps   Decks 

2/19/2020 Roofs 



  

Ground level play components 

Approached and exited at 
ground level 
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Elevated play 
components 

• Approached from 
elevated level 

• Attached to 
composite play 
structure 

• Components 
(counted once) 
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 Elevated Play Component

Determining Ground or Elevated 
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Play Types 
Identified by the experience the play 
component generally is designed to 
provide Rocking 

Climbing 2/19/2020

Spinning 
Swinging 



Ground-level Requirement
One of Each Type



Accessible Play Components

1

• Clear floor or ground space
• Entry points and seats
• Play tables
• Reach ranges



Ground Level Accessible Routes 

• Surface
• Clear width
• Clear width reductions
• Changes in level 

• Running Slope
• Cross Slope
• Openings
• Protruding Objects
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Ground-level Accessible Route 

Clear width 60 inches minimum 
2/19/2020 



Running Slope 

Maximum 1:16 
running slope on 
ground-level 
accessible routes 

1: 16 

16’ 

 
 

1’ 
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Cross Slope

• Cross slope of ground level route must not be 
steeper than 1:48. 
– Cross slope is the slope of the surface perpendicular to the 

direction of travel.
– Cross slope is measured the same way as slope is measured 

(i.e., the rise over the run).

6
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Playground Surfaces 

2/19/2020 



  
 

 
 

   
  

  
    

 

  
  

INTERNATIONAL 
Standards Worldwide 

Referenced standards 
• ASTM F 1487-01 - Standard Consumer Safety

Performance Specification for Playground
Equipment for Public Use.

• ASTM F 1292- 99 or 04 - Standard Specification
for Impact Attenuation of Surfacing Materials
Within the Use Zone of Playground Equipment.

• ASTM F 1951-99 - Standard Specification for
Determination of Accessibility of Surface
Systems Under and Around Playground
Equipment

• Use of “Equivalent facilitation” for more
recently published versions of these standards
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l Ste.rt with 

cotrt,?rentti:in 
pienn.in, eno ;ite 
;e1eaion. 

2FOIIOWtflt 

.\Ctt!.:i t1ility 
Stilil'.darc; ror Plly 

An~. 

,.., R.evit w trte 
., re:eercr, 
finding;: el)o,.'1. 
~«::i':ii(tyi::,;.,e: 
ror P'.;s'(=';,11•hice:. 

A~c::=:ou~r-' 
"hr:.ep1ent11n,, 
in:teiie1ion eno 
mein.te11encc 

6R.ecov,i;i: 
that proper 

in: teiie1ion ot piey 

:urnocc ~em: i: .. ,. 
7Com...:nitto 

or..;,,,n, 
m eiM.enenu, 

of~ce:::ibk 
p 18)'gO"Jl'.IO 

:urnocc::.~e 
r epOfl=ibility of 
owner.riip. 

Selecting an Accessib le Play Surface 

Is One of the Most Im portant Decisions 
The US. ~ Sa,nw: 
:.m.:ric:l!ln Cornm.r.nity SUrwy 
(20U) t..-tin'et=::.~ e tooe 
U milion~«I cr.,i~ 
wr.h ci:.=Sli!ie in,~ unr..ec 
Strt~ 1he ceri=i.c s-.,n,,.J 
(2oo;)c..'tu!'etc::.O\:t~ in 
every =-n ~¥1 !llmife::. 
i::.~ r,yoi,mility. ior 
O'ilcttn w.':11 ~ -WJ:l'IOl.lt 
cf::e.oiitie~ ~ comm.rity 
p:i,~ ain ~iti,tc e 
poiti-"'-cnironmem tor 
prtpa1 ~ an, incll.cion. 
b:hy, l!ltk ot pr,,,:i~ I ~ 'r:f e 
o:ircicc~ o,-,c or~ 1e:dri; 
~ oortrib.'"" to poet 
~nne~cr..i•o~n. The 
nei,g'ixwr.o«!pct,j'gOUnc! 
Mtic e aitiai1 ~ in cornnu.rity-ir.c~ 
er...e:ofr,c d'likt-t,n ::o p15ywi:ri ~ tl'IO OU"' 

<:=!Orie~ 1k :;e,~ ti_~ 

\\hen 11:,e piec~ ~ ~ ?Ohtii:iri; ~ 
71e cr.,ii,,'Ml1'.lecfa1~ ~opportriyl'or11J'I 
¥IC prrpc,1 et:ti.'fl.t>J i: ~ - l r.4Cce~tl~ ~e = po-A ~t~ tor cr.,i~ v.itri d :,:,;:nt·e Yd'iO 
(nllf ~ ~ ~ wi,ll;t,~ (It ~ t let\ei~ 
itom emoui=~ tl')!Oug'I the 'Pit arn . ~~ 
4 v.tttld'leir ~ r ioo-..c ~~ or ;ena requi~::. 
~prry=ial en'ort. Wl'len=or!'UCflcn'ort 
e ~ •hr.e tono~, e lcl!;rorPl'f. 

The ;recntt or ?"'('.ka'! ~~ an pre-Nit 
oilel'en w."':r, dbel,i(~ ll"Ornkte~ ti1 p15y 

demen-~ on tl'"<e ?IS)'Sf'O"..M. Mxl. i,giili=ry, 
ind~ ps=y ~~en crilcren ....,_-,, 6:,ei,i(~ 
¥IC criib"en •ith:M. dbe1'i( '!ie i: tt'.t~ ~ 
'.t'len:l'le .?l!)-go,..:r.,:i ~ ,ml'lll'Jlt=:itllc. 

eq.ipmerrtena ~=-~ ~ .e~ 

'\fl , 

proli':il4d.iltCl!lrc&i'-=wlh<fuel:ii~trorn 
c.ri;,,jr,c •itrl their ~n ~or ttc: pond~ 
~ I oitl i: if'.I ~ ot e:;bAntt. 

~.:c·on pr«:e:ior.41: ~r.c, pi=~-~ 
YCconl'l'ontcc v.itl'lq,:,e~otr,c,,,, toircu nUI() 
me~n ~e enc, ~e:i':,;e puok l)W,-;;ound::. 
tl\lit ~ f'..l'l;prom«e incll.cionena prrpca, 
~ "'-)y; ,~ co::t crl'eo:i-"'-Ul(l e:,;e to wtr..-c,na .e 
M Ii~ C)'C/ie or puOlic t= 

O'>oocirt; rwt ~ tl\lit ~ ecce~tl~ ena 
tl\lit = ~ m=ir.t.eincd ~ komi:,;e :~ 
cecome: ~ « trie ~ i'Tl?Ort:rt oea~ d'-"" tn<: pi=yp-ouna ~~ ~ ~ pr-4:c:. 
The FU'PO"..C ~ ttli: ~dee to ~cc. ;n,ct·ee1 
intorm=t>:lft ttl$'l. c-J1try ?J>ic pce,,,;rouna O'llol'.CI' 

: l'IO'-lkl blow ecout the ecce:itli&y or~ 
pl~~~ 

Longitudinal 
Study on 

Playground 
Surfaces 

2/19/2020 



Elevated Play Component  
Requirements 

At least 50%  of  the  elevated play components  
must  be on an accessible route. 

2/19/2020 



        
 

   
    

Minimum Number  of 
Elevated Components 

50% of all elevated play components in a play area must be reached
by an accessible route 

Less than 20 elevated 
components: ramp and/or 
transfer = 50% 

2/19/2020 

20 or more elevated components: 
25 % ramp + 25% ramp and/or 
transfer = 50%



Elevated Accessible Routes 

• Ramps • Transfer Systems

2/19/2020 



 

 

 

 

Elevated Accessible Route Width 

• 36-inch minimum
clear width

• Exceed where
possible

• Some reductions
permitted

2/19/2020 



Running Slope 

Maximum running slope for ramps on elevated 
accessible routes = 1:12 

1’ 

12’2/19/2020 
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Ramp Rise 

Rise of a ramp is the
amount of vertical 
distance the inclined 
or slanted surface 
ascends or descends. 

Maximum 12 inch 
vertical rise 

2/19/2020 



Turning Space, Landings, and Clear Floor or 
Ground Spaces may overlap 

2/19/2020 

    



Transfer platform/steps

2

Where it is expected that an individual 
would transfer onto the play structure and 
leave behind their wheelchair or mobility 
device

• 14 in. deep X 24 in. wide 
minimum

• 11-18 in. above the floor or 
ground surface

• 24 in. side to be unobstructed
• 8 in. maximum height



    
   

  

  
  

   
  

Soft Contained Play 
Structure Entry  Points 

A play structure made of one or more components where the 
user enters a fully enclosed environment that utilizes pliable 
materials, such as plastic, netting, or fabric. 

Transfer system 
permitted 

3 or fewer entry
points = 1 on
accessible route

4 or more entry
points = 2 on
accessible route

2/19/2020 



Access Board Resources 

• TA Guide
• FAQ’s
• Webinars
• Completed Research

 

    

,Guid~ to .AD.A 
A«essi bility 
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Online Guides to the ADA /ABA Standards 2/19/2020 



 
Swimming Pools and Spas 

§242 & §1009

2/19/2020 



3

Swimming pools (§242.2)

Required means of 
access into the water
• Over 300 linear feet of pool wall = 

2 (one primary)
• Less than 300 linear feet of pool 

wall = 1
• Lift or sloped entry



  Linear feet of pool wall 

27 
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PERMITTED M£ANS OF POOL ACCESS 

Pml M E U ~ II LIFT TIWl~II TW5Ffl ~.ilRt 
ENTIY WWJ 51STEMS 

Swimming (less thoo 300 linear fee of p.)01 wall) I ' - -- -

Swimmmg (300 or more ~near ee of pool wallJ 
I ✓ I / ✓ 

- l'Ml means of entry raQ~ired 
,- - -

wave action. leisure nver. and omer pods 
I ✓ ✓ 

whera user entry Is Hmlted 10 one area 

Wading ~o~ I 

S~as ' ✓ ✓ 

*Primary means must be by Slope~ entry or u , secondar~· means ran be alij of tne permrnea types. 
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stationary water level 24-30 
610-760 

J landing ,f 

Fig. 72 
Sloped Entry Submerged Depth 

Sloped entries (§1009.3) 

• Extend to 24 inches to 30 inches below stationary water 
level 

• 1:12 maximum slope 
• Handrails - 33 inches min - 38 inches max clear width 2/19/2020 



Sloped entries 
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Sloped entries 
• Handrail height - 34 and 38 inches to the top 

of the gripping surface 

• Handrail extensions required at top landing 
but not at the bottom 
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Pool lift location (§1009.2.1 ) 

• Located where water does 
not exceed 48 inches 

• Exception - Where the 
entire pool depth is 
greater than 48 inches 

• No more than one 
required to be located 
in an area where the 
water level is 48 inches 
maximum 

2/19/2020 



  
 

 
  

  

 
  

water 

pool deck 
16 min 

40S 

Figure 1009. 2.2 Pool Lift Sec1t locat ion 

Pool Lift Seat Location (§1009.2.2) 
• In raised position, the 

centerline of the seat - 16 
inches minimum from the 
edge of the pool. 

• On the side of the seat 
opposite the water, a clear 
deck space shall be provided 
parallel with the seat. 

• Seat height – 16 – 19 inches 
maximum from deck to top of 
seat surface 

2/19/2020 



  

   
  

  
 

  

water 
pool deck 
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Figure 1009.2.3 Clea r Deck Space at 
Pool Lifts 

Pool Lift Clear Deck Space  (§1009.2.3) 

36 inches wide minimum 
and extend forward 48 
inches minimum from a 
line located 12 inches 
behind the rear edge of 
the seat 
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Pool lift (§1009.2.6) 

• Armrests – if provided opposite water shall
be removable or fold in raised or load
position

• Footrests – must be provided and move with
seat

2/19/2020 



  

 
  

Pool Lift Operation (§1009.2.7) 
Capable of 
unassisted 
operation – both 
deck and water 
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Submerged Depth (§1009.2.8) 

Lift must be 
designed so that the
seat will submerge to 
a water depth of 18 
inches minimum 18 min 

below the stationary
water level 

stationary water level 
pool deck 

Fig 71 
Pool Lift Submerged Depth 

2/19/2020 
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Lifting capacity (§1009.2.9) 

Weight capacity of 300 
pounds. (136 kg)
minimum and be 
capable of sustaining a
static load of at least 
one and a half times 
the rated load 

2/19/2020 
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Transfer walls 
(§1009.4.1 & §1009.4.2)

• Clear deck space - 60 inches
x 60 inches, slope 1:48
maximum

• Height – 16 inches to 19
inches

2/19/2020 



Grab Bars (§1009.4.5 ) 
• At least one
• Perpendicular  to the

pool wall  and full  depth 
of the transfer wall 

• Gripping surface 4 to 6
inches above transfer 
walls.

• Where  two grab bars  -
clearance between  grab 
bars 24 inches  minimum
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Transfer system (§1009.5.1) 
• Platform

– 19 in min depth
– 24 in clear

width
– 16 in to 19 in

height
• Surface – not

sharp and
rounded edges
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Transfer system (§1009.5.2) 

• Clear space – 60
inches x 60 inches

• Centered on 24
inch width

2/19/2020 
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Transfer system 
(§1009.5.4)
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POOL SIAIA$ 

Pool stairs (§1009.6) 
• Comply with stairs

provisions, except as
modified

• Handrail width 20 to
24 inches

• Extensions not
required at bottom
landing

2/19/2020 
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Spas (§242.4)
At least one means of entry:
• Lift – footrests not required
• Transfer wall
• Transfer system

Where provide, in a cluster, 
5% but not less than one



 
  

 

  

Wading pools (§242.3) 
• At least one sloped

entry - handrails not
required

• Extend to the
deepest part of the
wading pool

2/19/2020 



PERMITTED MEANS OF POOL ACCESS 

POOi. 1'YK ~ KD un TUIKJlA TIANSFlR STAJAC 
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- tw) means of entry mquired 
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I ' I 
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Spas ✓ I I 

•pnma~ means rrust tie tJy sro~t1 entry or 1ft, secoooary means can be a~1 of the pemuned types. 
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Wave action pools (§242.2 EX 2) 
• One means of access
• Pool lift, sloped

entry, or transfer
system

• Clear width of
handrails on slope
entry does not apply

2/19/2020 



  

  

 
 

Leisure rivers (§242.2 EX 2) 

• One means of
access

• Pool lift, sloped
entry, or transfer
system

2/19/2020 



 

  
 

  

Water slides (§203.11) 

• Access not required to
the top of the water
slide

• Accessible route
required to edge of
catch pool
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Diving boards and raised 
platforms (§203.14) 

Accessible 
route not 
required to 
serve raised 
diving boards 
or diving 
platforms 

2/19/2020 



 

Water Play Components 
(§1008.2.3)

Ground level access 
and transfer access to 
elevated play 
components required 

2/19/2020 



UNITED STATES ACCESS BOARD U.S. Access Board 

(800) 872-2253 (voice)
(800) 993-2822 (TTY)
202-272-0014 - Bill

botten@access-board.gov 
1331 F Street  NW  

Suite 1000 
Washington, DC 

20004-1111 

ta@access-board.gov 

2/19/2020 www.access-board.gov 

www.access-board.gov
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