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ACTION TAKEN BY THE BUILDING 
STANDARDS COMMISSION

The California Building Standards Commission held a 
meeting on July 13, 14 and 15. 

The code change proposals included in this presentation 
were approved by the Commission during that meeting. 

The approved amendments will be printed on January 1, 
2021 and will become effective on July 1, 2021. 

In advance of the code publication DSA will post on the 
website the revised edition of the “California Access 
Compliance Advisory Reference Manual” that will include 
the approved amendments. 
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Public Housing



CURRENT 
SECTION 1.9 .1 .3 

APPLICATION
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1.9.1.3 Application ─ public 

housing and private housing 

available for public use. See 

Government Code Sections 4450 

and 12955.1(c).



AMENDED 
SECTION 1.9 .1 .3 

APPLICATION
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1.9.1.3 Application ─ public 

housing. See Government Code 

Section 12955.1(c) and the 

definition for public housing in 

Chapter 2.
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CURRENT PUBLIC HOUSING DEFINITION
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PUBLIC HOUSING. [DSA-AC] Housing facilities owned, operated, or 
constructed by, for or on behalf of a public entity including but not limited to the 
following:

1. Publically owned and/or operated one- or two- family dwelling units or 
congregate residences;

2. Publically owned and/or operated buildings or complexes with three or more 
residential dwellings units;

3. Reserved.

4. Publically owned and/or operated homeless shelters, group homes and similar 
social service establishments;

5. Publically owned and/or operated transient lodging, such as hotels, motels, 
hostels and other facilities providing accommodations of a short term nature of 
not more than 30 days duration;

6. Housing at a place of education owned or operated by a public entity, such as 
housing on or serving a public school, public college or public university campus;

7. Privately owned housing made available for public use as housing.
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AMENDED PUBLIC HOUSING DEFINITION

8

PUBLIC HOUSING. [DSA-AC] Housing facilities constructed or altered by, 

for, or on behalf of a public entity, or constructed or altered as part of a public 

entity’s program to provide housing pursuant to United States Code of Federal 

Regulations, 28 CFR Part 35, Section 35.102(a), including but not limited to the 

following:

1. One-or two-family dwelling units, or congregate residences;

2. Buildings or complexes with three or more residential dwellings units;

3. Homeless shelters, group homes, halfway houses and similar social service 

establishments;

4. Transient lodging, such as hotels, motels, hostels and other facilities providing 

accommodations of a short term nature of not more than 30 days duration;

5. Housing at a place of education, such as housing on or serving a public 

school, public college or public university.
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AMENDED PUBLIC HOUSING DEFINITION,
CONTINUED
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Note: A public entity’s program to provide housing may include but is not 

limited to: the allocation of local, state, or federal financial assistance, 

Community Development Block Grants, Low Income Housing Tax Credits, the 

California Multifamily Housing Program, loan agreements and housing bonds. 

Examples that are not considered a public entity’s program to provide housing 

may include but are not limited to: density bonuses, the receipt of public funds 

for the installation of energy efficiency features, seismic strengthening, water 

conservation and fire safety features. For additional information see “Guide 

to Public Housing Regulated in Chapter 11B of the California 

Building Code” and the “California Access Compliance Advisory 

Reference Manual” available on the Division of the State Architect’s 

website.



CURRENT PUBLIC USE DEFINITION
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PUBLIC USE. [DSA-AC] Interior or exterior rooms, spaces or elements 

that are made available to the public. Public use may be provided at a 

building or facility that is privately or publicly owned. Private interior or 

exterior rooms, spaces or elements associated with a residential dwelling unit 

provided by a public housing program or in a public housing facility are not 

public use areas and shall not be required to be made available to the public. 

In the context of public housing, public use is the provision of housing 

programs by, for or on behalf of a public entity.



AMENDED PUBLIC USE DEFINITION
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PUBLIC USE. [DSA-AC] Interior or exterior rooms, spaces or elements 

that are made available to the public. Public use may be provided at a 

building or facility that is privately or publicly owned. Private interior or 

exterior rooms, spaces or elements associated with a residential dwelling unit 

provided by a public housing program or in a public housing facility are not 

public use areas and shall not be required to be made available to the public. 
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TECHNICAL PROVISIONS FOR RESIDENTIAL 
DWELLING UNITS WITH ADAPTABLE 

FEATURES 
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• DSA no longer adopts Chapter 11A, Division IV, Dwelling Unit Features. 

• The provisions in Chapter 11A are used as a foundation for the provisions 

that will be included in Chapter 11B. 

• The provisions are written, and the numbering is formatted for consistency 

with Chapter 11B.

• Sections 11B-809.6 through 11-809.12 include the technical provisions for 

residential dwelling units with adaptable features. 



SECTION 11B-
233.3.1.2.6 

PUBLIC HOUSING 
SITE 

IMPRACTICALITY 
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DIFFERENCES 
BETWEEN CHAPTER 

11A AND 11B

The requirement for 
repositionable 
countertops and the 
exception that allows for 
breadboards in lieu of 
the countertop work 
surface is not permitted 
by Chapter 11B. 
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Chapter 11B 
requires an 
increase in 
the amount 
of backing 

provided for 
grab bars at 

showers, 
bathtubs and 

water 
closets.



DIFFERENCES 
BETWEEN 

CHAPTER 11A 
AND 11B

Chapter 11B 
clarifies the 

requirements for 
outlets and 
switches 

including the 
requirement for 
outlet located at 

corner 
worksurfaces.
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SOCIAL SERVICE CENTER 
ESTABLISHMENTS

• 11B-224.8 Social service center 
establishments. Group homes, 
halfway houses, shelters, or similar 
social service center establishments 
that provide either temporary sleeping 
accommodations or residential dwelling 
units subject to this section shall 
comply with Sections 11B-224.1 
through 11B-224.6 and Section 11B-
233.3.
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UNDERGRADUATE 
STUDENT HOUSING

11B-804 Kitchens, kitchenettes, 
and wet bars.

11B-804.1 General. Kitchens,
kitchenettes, and wet bars shall comply 
with Section 11B-804.

11B-804.2.3 Turning space. In kitchens 
within multi-bedroom housing units and on 
floors containing accessible sleeping rooms 
with adaptable features in undergraduate 
student housing, turning spaces complying 
with Section 11B-304 shall be provided.
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UNDERGRADUATE 
STUDENT HOUSING

11B-804.3 Kitchen work surface. 

In residential dwelling units required 

to comply with Section 11B-809, at 

least one 30 inches (762 mm) wide 

minimum section of counter shall 

provide a kitchen work surface that 

complies with Section 11B-804.3.     

In kitchens within multi-bedroom 

housing units and on floors containing 

accessible sleeping rooms with 

adaptable features in undergraduate 

student housing, at least one 30 inches 

(762 mm) wide minimum section of 

counter shall provide a kitchen work 

surface that complies with Section 11B-

804.3.
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Plumbing Fixtures and 

Toilet Compartments



BOTTLE FILLING 
STATIONS

Definition - Chapter 2.

Scoping - Section 11B-

211.4 Bottle filling 

stations

Technical - Section 

11B-602 Drinking 

fountains and bottle 

filling stations.
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SECTION 11B-
604.3.2 

OVERLAP OF 
WATER 
CLOSET 

CLEARANCE 
IN 

RESIDENTIAL 
DWELLING 

UNITS
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SECTION 11B-
608.5.3 

ALTERNATE 
ROLL-IN TYPE 

SHOWER 
COMPARTMEN
T CONTROL 
LOCATION
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THE FOLLOWING APPROVED CODE 
CHANGE PROPOSALS WILL BE PRESENTED 

IN  SEPTEMBER 

▪ Parallel curb ramps.

▪ Detectable warnings, definitions, locations and colors.

▪ Electric vehicle charging stations.

▪ Clarification of detectable warning scoping 

provisions.
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ADDITIONAL ACTION BY THE COMMISSION 
IN AUGUST AND OCTOBER
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• On August 13th and 14th the Commission will act on three code 

change proposals related to electric vehicle charging stations.

• Code change proposals related to detectable warnings are 

posted on the Building Standards Commission website for 

public comment.

• The commission will act on these code change proposals in 

October.



THANK YOU

Susan R. Moe, Senior Architect, 

CASp

susan.moe@dgs.ca.gov

www.dgs.ca.gov/dsa @CalifDSA

http://www.dgs.ca.gov/dsa
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