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APPROVED BY THE CALIFORNIA BUILDING STANDARDS COMMISSION  
October 15, 2025 

AMENDED JUSTIFICATION 
FOR PROPOSED BUILDING STANDARDS OF THE 

OFFICE OF THE STATE FIRE MARSHAL 
REGARDING THE 2025 CALIFORNIA WILDLAND-URBAN INTERFACE CODE, 

CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS, TITLE 24, PART 7 
(SFM EF 01/25) 

Section 1-417(a)4 of the California Administrative Code, Part 1 of Title 24 of the 
California Code of Regulations states that no modification shall be made that materially 
alters a requirement, right, responsibility, condition or prescription in the text made 
available to the public for comment. The proposing agency shall justify the modification 
pursuant to Health and Safety Code Section 18930 in an amended justification 
consistent with the approval action submitted to the Commission within 15 days. Failure 
to submit the amended justification within that time is cause for disapproval.  

Pursuant to Safety Code Section 18930 and California Administrative Code Section 
1-417(a)4, Office of the State Fire Marshal (SFM) proposes to further amend the 
following: 

If using assistive technology, please adjust your settings to recognize underline, strikeout, 
double strikeout, italics and ellipsis. Double underline will be indicated by parenthetical 
notes within the text. The notes will not be codified or published in the code. 

LEGEND for EXPRESS TERMS (Based on model codes - Parts 2, 2.5, 3, 4, 5, 7, 9, 10) 
• Model Code language appears upright. 
• Unmodified California amendments appear in italic. 
• California additional amendments appear in underline and italic and strikeout and 

italic. 
• Ellipses ( ...) indicate existing text remains unchanged. 
• Rationale: The justification for the change is shown for each section or series of 

related changes. 
 

AMENDED JUSTIFICATION 

ITEM 5 
Chapter 5 Special Building Construction Regulations, Section 503.1 General 
SFM proposes to adopt Section 503.1 that was Approved as Amended by the 
Commission at the October 15th, 2025, Commission Meeting in order to satisfy Health 
and Safety Code Section 18930(a)(1) Proposed building standards do not conflict with, 
overlap, or duplicate other building standards.  
The Commission determined that repeal of Section 503.1, Exception 2 was necessary 
to bring this section into alignment with amendments proposed by SFM in Section 
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101.3.1 and 101.3.1.1 in their Emergency Express Terms and approved by the 
Commission during October 15th, 2025, meeting.  
SFM agrees with the Commission. This repeal does not materially alter a requirement, 
right, responsibility, condition or prescription, and has no fiscal impact and/or change in 
regulatory effect. 

CHAPTER 5 
SPECIAL BUILDING CONSTRUCTION REGULATIONS 

503.1 General. Buildings and structures hereafter constructed, modified or relocated 
into or within wildland-urban interface areas shall meet the construction requirements in 
accordance with Chapter 5. Materials required to be ignition-resistant building materials 
shall comply with the requirements of Section 503.2. 
Exceptions: 

1. New accessory buildings and miscellaneous structures complying with Section 
504.11. 

2. Additions to and remodels of buildings originally constructed prior to July 1, 2008. 
[The exception 2 is repealed during October 15, 2025, meeting by the 
Commission and agreed to by the agency. See the justification above.] 

3. 2. Group C occupancy special buildings conforming to the limitations specified 
in Section 450.4.1 of the California Building Code. 

Notation: 
Authority: Health and Safety Code Sections 13108.5, 17922, 18949.2, Government 
Code sections 51176, 51177, 51178, 51179, and 51189; Public Resources Code 
sections 4201 through 4204. 
Reference(s): Health and Safety Code sections 13108.5, 13132.7, 17958, 17958.5, 
17958.7 and 18941.5. 
 

https://codes.iccsafe.org/lookup/CAWUIC2025P1_Ch05/4311
https://codes.iccsafe.org/lookup/CAWUIC2025P1_Ch05_Sec503.2/4311
https://codes.iccsafe.org/lookup/CAWUIC2025P1_Ch05_Sec504.11/4311
https://codes.iccsafe.org/lookup/CAWUIC2025P1_Ch05_Sec504.11/4311
https://codes.iccsafe.org/lookup/CABC2025P1_Ch04_Sec450.4.1/4311
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