
EXPRESS TERMS 
FOR 

PROPOSED BUILDING STANDARDS 
OF THE 

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
REGARDING THE AMENDMENT OF THE 
2016 CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE AND 
2016 CALIFORNIA RESIDENTIAL CODE 

CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS, TITLE 24, PARTS 2 AND 2.5 

(HCD EF 01118) 

The Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD) proposes these emergency regulations to be 
included Into the 2016 editions of the California Building Code (CBC) and the California Residential Code (CRC) as 
presented on 1he following pages. 

LEGEND FOR EXPRESS TERMS: 

1. New California amendments: All such language is shown in Anal 9 point under{ined and in italic§. 

2. Amended, adopted or repealed language after public hearing: AH language Is shown in double undertine or 
aew~I• *ilwewt 

3. Notation: Authority and Reference citations are provided at the end of each section. 

SUMMARY OF REGULATION ACTION 

Adopt Appendix Non an emergency basis Into the 2016 Califomla Building Code. 

Adopt Appendix X on an emergency basis Into the 2016 California Residential Code. 
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APPROVED 
1. HCD proposes to adopt a voluntary Appendix N in the 2016 CBC as fo 

APPENDIXN 
· EMERGENCY HOUSING 

The provisions contained in this appendix ere not mandatO{Y unless spacificalfy adopted by a state agency. or 
referenced in the adopting ordinance. 

SECTION N101 
GENERAL 

N101.1 Scope. This appendix shall be applicable to emergency housing and emergency housing facllities. as defined 
In Section N102. · 

§ECTION N102 
DEFINITIONS 

N102.1 General. The following words and terms shall. for the pu[PO§es of this appendix. have the meanings shown 
herein. Refer to Chapter 2 of this code for general definitions. 

DECLARATION OF SHELTER CRISIS. The duly proclaytJed existence of a situation in which a significant number of 
persons are without the ability to obtain shelter, resµ/ting in a threat to their health and safety. {See Goyemment 
Code Sect;on 8§98) 

DEPENDENT UNIT. Emergency housing not equipped with e Aftchen area, toilet. and sewage disposal system. 
Recreational vehicles that are not self-contained and without utilitv service connections shall be considered 
de{)(tndent units. · 

EMERGENCY HOUSING. Housing in a permanent or temporary structurefsl, occupied during a declaration of state 
of emergency. local emergency. or shelter qisis. Emergency housing mav include. but is not limited lo. buildings and 
structures constructed in accordance with the Callfornia Building Standards Code: and emergency.sleeping cabins, 
emergency transportable housing units. and tents constructed and/or assembled in accordance with this appendix. 

EMERGENCY HOUSING FAC/LmES. On-site common use facilities supporting emergency housing. Emergency 
housing fee/lines include, but are not limited to, kitchen areas. toilets. showers and bathrooms with running water. The 
use of emergency hooslnq facilities is limited exclusively to the occupants of the emergency housing. personnel 
invotved in operating the housing, and other emergencvpersonnel. 

EMERGENCY HOUSING srrE. A site containing emergency houSinq and emergency housing facilities supporting 
the emergency housing. 

EMERGENCY SLEEPING CABIN. Relocatable hard-sided structure constructed in accordance with this appendix, 
which mav be occ.uoied onlv for emergency housing if allowed by the authority having iurisdictiqn. 

EMERGENCY TRANSPORTABLE HOUSING UNIT. A single or mulfipfe section prefabricated structure that is 
transportable by a vehicle and that can be installed on a permanent or temporary site in response to a need for 
emergency housing. Emerqencv transgortable housing vnit, include. but is not limited to, manufactured homes, 
mobilehomes, multifamily manufactured homes, recreational vehicles. and park trailers. For the purposes of this 
appendix, emergency transportable housing units do not include factory-built housing as defined in the Hea/(h and 
Safety Code Section 19g71. 

LANDING PLATFORM. A landing provided as th~ top step of a stairway accessing a loft. 

LOCAL EMERGENCY, Local Emerqencv as defined in the Government Code. Section 8558. 

LOFT. A floor level located more than 30 inches (762 mmJ above the main ffoor and open to it on at feast one side 
with a ceiflng height of less than 6 feet 8 inches (2032 mm). used as a living or sleeping space. 
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APPROVED 

MANUFACTURED HOME. A structure designed to be used as a single-family dwelling. as defined in the Health and 
Safety Code. Section 18007. 

MOBILEHOME. A structure designed to be used as e sinqfe-famllv dwelling. as defined in the Health and Safety 
Code. Section 18008. 

MULTIFAMILY MANUFACTURED HOME. A structure designed to contain not less than two dwelling units. as 
defined in the Health end Safetv Code. Section 18008. 7. 

PARK TRAILER. A trailer designed for human habitation that meets ell requirements in the Health and Safety Code, 
Section 18009.3. · 

RECREATIONAL VEHICLE. A motor home, travel trailer. truck camper. or camping traller. with or without motive 
power. designed for human habitaffon. that meets all requirements in the Health and Safety Code. Section 18010. 

STA TE OF EMERGENCY. State of Emergency as defined in the Government Code. Section 8558. 

SECTIQN N103 
EMERGENCY HOUSING 

N103.1 General. Emergency sleeping cabins. emergency transportsble housing units. and tents constructed and/or 
assembled in accordance with this appendix. shall be occupied onlv during declaration of state of emergency. local 
emergency. or shelter crisis. 

Buildings and structures constructed in accordance with the Califomla Building standards Code. used as emergency 
housing. shall be permitted to be permanently occupied. 

N103.2 Existing bulld/nas. Existing residential and nonresidential buildings or structures shall be permitted to be 
used as emergency housing and emergency housing facilities provided such buildings or structures comply with the 
building code provisions and/or other ~qulations in effect at the time of original construction and/or alteration. 
Existing buildings or strvctures used as emergency housing shall not become or continue to be substandard 
bvfldlnqs. as determined by the Authority Having Jurisdiction. 

N103.2.1 New additions, alterations, and change of occupancy. New additions. afferations. and change of 
occupancy to existing buildings shafl comply with the requirements of the California Building Standards Code 
effective at the time of addition. alteration. or change of occupancy. The requirements shell apply only to and/or within 
the specific area of the addition. alteration. or change of occupancy. 

Exception: Existing buildings and structures used for emergency housing end emergency housing faci/iffes may not 
be required to comply with the Californfa Enerav Code, as determined by the Authority Having Jurisdiction. 

Exceptions: 

1. Tents. 
2. Recreational vehicles and park trailers designed for human habitation that meet the requirements in the 

Health and Safety Code. Sections 18009.3 and 18010. as applicable. 

N103.4 Fire and life safety requirements not addressed fn this appendix. ff not otherwise addressed in this 
appendix. fire and life safety measures. includin<i but not limited to. means of egress. fire separation. fire sprinklers, 
smoke alarms, and carbon monoxide alarms. shall be determined and enforced by the Authority Having Jurisdiction. 
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N1 oa-:'5 Prlypcv. Emergency housing shall be provided wfth a privacy Jock on each entrance door and all windows for 
use by the occupants. 

N103.6 Heating. All sleeping areas shall be provided with adequate heating as determined by the Authority Having 
Jurisdiction. 

SECTION N104 
EMERGENCY SLEEPING CABINS 

Nf 04.2 Live lo•ds. Emergency sleeping cabins shall be desif;ned to resist intrusion of wind. rain, and to support the 
following live toads: 

1. Floor live loads not less than 40 pounds per square foot (1.92 kPaJ of floor area. 
2. Horizontal live loads not less than 15 pounds per square foot f718 Pa} of vertical waif and roof area. 
3. Roof live loads not less than 20 pounds per square foot (958 Pa) of horizontal roof area 
4. In areas where snow loads are greater than 20 pounds per square foot /958 PaJ. lhe roof shall be designed and 
constructed to resist theu addftJonal loads. 

N104.3 Minimum eel/Ina height. Habitable space end hallways in emergency sleeping cabins shall have a ceiling 
height of not less than BO inches (2032 mm). Bathrooms, toilet rooms, and kitchens. If provided, shall have a ceiling 
height of not less than 76 inches (1930 mm). Obstructions shall not extend below these minimum celling heights 
including beams, girders, ducts, lighting and other obstructions. 

Exception: Ceiling heights in lofts constructed in accordance with Section)(('{108 are permitted to be less than 
BO Inches f2032 mm/,' 

N104.4 Means of egress. Emergency sleeping cabins shalf be provided with at least two forms of egress placed 
remotely from each other. One form of egress maybe an egress windowcomp/vinq with Seclion N104.4.1. When a 
loft is provided. one form of egress shall be an egress window comp/ving with Section N104.4.1. provided lri the loft 
space. 

N104.4.1 Egress window. ~ bottom of the clear opening of the «wess window shaf/ not be more than 
44 lnche§ (1118 mm) above the floor. The egress window shafl have a minimum net clear q,enlnq h&iqht of 
24 inches 161 o mm). and a minimum net clear opening width of 20 Inches 1508 mmJ. The sgt!S§ window shall 
have a minimum net clear opening sr_ea of 5 squam feet (O. 465 m2} 

N104.5 Plumbing and gas service. If an emergency sleeping cabin contains plumbing or gas service, it shall comply 
with all applicable requirements of the California Plumbing Code and the California· Mechanical Code. 

N104.6 Etectrfcal. Emergency sleeping cabins shall be provided with all of the following instelledin compliance with 
the Qa[lfomia Electrlca/ Code; 

1. Continuous source of electrfcltv 

Exception: The source of electricity may be solar power or emergency generator, 

2. At least one interior lighting fixture. 

3. Electrical heating equipment listed for residential use, and a dedicated receptacle outlet for the electrical heatlnq 
eaufpment. 

4. Af least one GFCl·protectedreceptacle outlet for use by the occupantfsJ. 
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N104.7 Ventl{ftion. Emergencv sleeping cabins shall be proyided with means of ven1"aJion (natural and/or 
mechanical) a(lowing for adequate air replacement, as determined by t/m Authority Haying Jurisdiction. 

N104.8 Smolce alarms. Emerqencv steeping cabins shall be proviclecl With at least one smoke alarm lnstalladin 
accordance with the Cellfomia Resident/al Code, ~ction R314. 

Nf 04,9 C,,t,op Monoxide Altlrlns. If an emerm,ncy steeelnq cabin ccmtains a fuel-burning appliance(sl or a 
fireplace(s}. a carbon monoxide a/arm shall be insta"ed in accordance with the California Residential Code, 
Section R315. · · 

SECTION N105 
EMERGENCY TRANSPORTA,UE HOUSING UNITS 

N105.1 General, Manufactured homes. mobilehomes, multifamily manufactured homes. recreational vehicles, and 
park trailers used as emergency trenseortable hOusing, shall comply with all applicable requirements in the Health 
and Safety Code. Division 13. Part 2: ant! Title 26, Division 1, Chaptec 3, SLibchapter 2. 

SECTION N106 
TENTS 

N10§.1 General. Tents shall not be und to house occupants for mQ!Q than 7 days unless such tents are maintained 
with tight wooden floors raised at feast 4 Jnches (101,6 mml sboye the around level snd am egu;pped wfth 
baseboards on alt sides to a height of at least 6 if'!fhes £152.4 mm). Tents may be maintained with concrete slabs 
with the finished surface at least 4 inches (101.6 mm> above grade and equipped with curbs on all sides at least 
6 inches (152.4 mm> high. 

A tent shall not be considered a suitable sleeping place when it is found necessary to provide heating facilit;es in 
order to maintain a minimum temperature of 5(l degrees Fahrenheit (10 degrees Celsius) 'Nithin su¢1 tent during the 
period of occupancy; · 

SECTION N107 
ACCESSIBILITY 

N107.1 General, Emergency hovsing shall comply with the applicable requirements In Chapter 11B and/or the 
us Access Board Final Guidelines tor Emergency Transportable Housing. 

Nole: The Architectural and Transportation Barriers Compliance Board rus Access Board) Issued the Final 
Gulde/Ines for Emergency Tnmsoorrable Housing on May 7. 2014. The fins/ guidelines emended the 2004 ADA 
Accessibility Guidelines (2004 ADAAG) and the 2004 Architectural Barriers Act fABA) Accessibility Guidelines 
(2004 ABAAGl to specifically address emergency transportable housing units pro0ded to disaster survivors by 
entitles subiect to the ADA or ABA, The final rule ensures that the emergency transportable housing units are readify 
accessible to and usable bv disaster survivors with disabilities. 

SECTION N108 
LOFTS IN EM(RGENCY HOUSING 

N108.1 Minimum loft area alJd dimensions. Loft,§ used as a sleeping or liv;ng spaoe shall meet the minimum area 
and dimensjon requirements of Sections N10B.1.1 through N108.1.3, 

N10B.1.1 Minimum area. Lofts shall have a floor area of not less than 35 square feet (3.25 nh 

N108.1.2 Minimum dimensions. Lotts shall be not less than .5 feet (1624 mml In anyhoriZOl1taldlmension. 

N108, 1.3 Helaht effect on [off a19a, Pprtions of a loft with a sloping ceiling measuring less than 3 feet (914 mmJ 
from the finished floor to the finished ceiling shall not be considered as contributing to the mlrnmvm required ama 
b~M . 
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Exception: Under gable roofs with a minimum slope of 6:12. portions of a loft with a sloping ceiling measuring 
less than 16 inche§ (408 mm> from the finished floor to the finished ceiling shall not be considered as 
contributing to the minimum required area for the loft. 

N10B.2 Loft accm. The access to and primary egress from lofts shall be any tvpe described in Sections N108.2.1 
through N10B.2.4. · 

N10B.2.1 Stairways. Stairways accessing /offs shall comply Mth the California Residential Code or with Sections 
N108.2.1.1 through N108.2,1.6. 

N108.2.1. 1 Width. Stairways accessing a loft shall not be less than 17 inches (432 mm) in clear width at or 
above the handrail. The minimum width below the handra./1 shall be not less than 20 inches (508 mm). 

N10B.2.1.2 Hesdroom. The headroom In steirwavs accessing a loft shall be not less than 
BO inches (1880 mtnJ. as measured verticafly, from a sloped line connecting the tread or landing platform 
nosings in the middle of their width. 

N10B.2.1.3 Treads and risers. Risers for stairs accessing a loft shall be not less than 7 Inches (178 mm) and 
not more than 12 inches (305 mm} in height. Tread depth and riser height shall be calculated in accordance 
with one of the following formulas: 

1. The tread depth shall be 20 inches (508 mm) minus 413 of lhe riser height. or 
2. The riser height shall be 15 inches (381 mmJ minus 314 of the tread depth. 

N108.2.1.4 Landing platforms. The tpp step of stairways accessing lofts shall be constructed as a landing 
platform where the loft ceiling height is less than BO inches (1880 mm). The landing platform shall be 
18 inches (457 mm} to 22 inches (559 mm/ in depth measured from the nosing of the landing platform to the 
edge of the loft and 16 inches (406 mm) to 18 inches (457 mm} In height measvred from tt,e landing platform 
to the /off floor. 

N10B.2.1.5 Handrails. Handrails shall comply with the California Residential Code, Section R311. 7.8. 

N10B:2.1.6 StMrway guards. Guards at open sides of stairways shall comply with the California Residential 
Code, Section R312.1. 

N10B.2.2 Ladde.rs. Ladders accessing lofts shalt comply with Sections N108.2.2.1 and N108.2.2.2. 

N10B.2.2.1 Size and cawclty. Ladders accessing !offs shall have a rung width of not less than 12 inches 
(305 mmJ. and 10 ;nches /254 mm} to 14 inches (356 mm} spacing between rungs. Ladders shall be capable 
of supporting a 200 pound (90. 7 kg} load onanv rung. Rung spac;ng shall·be uniform within 3/8-inch (9. 5 mm). 

N10B.2.2.2 Incline. Ladders shall be installed at 70 to 80 degrees from horizontal. 

N10B.2.3 Altematlng tread devices. Alternating tread devices are acceptable as allowed by the Authority Having 
Jurisdiction. 

N108.2.4 Loft Guards. Loft guards shall be located along the open s;de of lofts. Loft guards shalf not be less than 
36 inches (914 mm} in height or one-half of the clear height to the cemng, whichever is less. Loft guards shall not 
have openings from the walking surface to the required quart! height that allow passage of a spl:,ere 4 inches 
(102 mm) In diameter. 

SECTION N109 
LOCATION. MAINTENANCE AND IDENTIFICATION 
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N'ID9.1 'Malntenance. Emergency housing and emergency housing facilities shall be maintained in a safe and 
sanitary condition. and free from vermin, vectors and other matter of sn Infectious or contagious nature. The grounds 
within emergency hovsing sit&§ shall be kwt clean and free from accumulat;on of debris, fill,h, garbage and 
deletenous matter, Emergency housing and emergency housing facilities shall not be occupied if a substandard 
conditions exist. as determined by tbe Authority Having Jurisdiction. 

N1011.1.1 Fl(! tt•umls. Dsnqerous materials ocgterlals that create a fire hp.ard. as determined bvthe 
Authority Having Jurisdiction. shall not be allowed on the grounds within emergency housing sites. 

N109.3 ldentJr,cation. Emergency housing shall be designated by addre6s numbers. letters, or other suitable means 
of identification. The identification shall be in a conspicuous location facing the street or driveway fronting the building 
or strugure, Each identification character shall be not less than 4 inches {102 mm/ in height and not less than 
0.5 inch (12. 7 mm) in width. installed/painted on a contrasting background. 

SECTION N11Q 
EMERGENCY HOUSING FACILIDES 

N110.1 Drinking Water. Potable drinking water shall be provided for all occupants of emergency housing. 

N110.2 Kitchens. Where occvoants of dependent units are permitted or required to cook for themselves. a separate 
area shall be equipped and maintained as a common use kitchen. Refrigerated storage shall be prgyided for safe 
storage of food. 

N110.3 Toilet ans[, bathing facllltl8$. When dependent units are vsgd as eme,gency housing. the emergency 
housing site shalt be provided wtth one toilet and one bathing facilltv for everv 15 occupants of each gender. The 
Authority Having Jurisdiction may permit different types and ratios of toilet and bathinei facililieSi The approval shall 
ge based upon a finding that the tvpe and ratio of toilet and bathing facilities are sufficient to process the anticipated 
volume of sewage and waste water. while maintaining sanitarv conditions for the occupants of the emergency 
housing. 

B§thing facJtitles shall be provided wtth beating equipment which shall be capable of maintaining a temperature of 
70 degrees F {21.0 degrees Celsius) within such facilities. 

Lavatories witb running water shall be installed and maintained in the toilet tacifitles or adiacent to the toilet facilities. 

N110.4 Garbaae, waste and rubbish disposal. All garbage. kitchen waste and rubbish shBII be deposited in 
approved covered receptacles, which shall be emptied when filled and the contents shall be disposed dfln a sanitary 
manner acceptable to the Authority Having Jurisdiction. 

NOTE: 
Authority Cited: Health and Safe1y Code Sections 17040, 17050, 17920.9, 17921, 17921.5.17921.6, 17921 .10, 
17922, 17922.6, 17922.12, 17922.14, 17927, 17928, 18300, 18552, 18554, 18620, 18630, 18640. 18670, 18690, 
18691, 18865, 18871.3, 18871.4, 18873, 18873.1 through 18873.5, 18938.3, 18944.11 , and 19990; and Government 
Code Section 12955.1. · 

Reference: Health and Safety Code Sections 17000 throuQh 17062.5, .17910 through 17995.5, 18200 through 18700, 
18860 through 18874, and 19960 through 19997; Civil Code Sections 1101.4 and 1101.5; and Govemment Code 
Sections 12955.1 and 12955.1 .1. 

2. HCD proposes to adopt a voluntary Appendix X in the 2016 CRC as· follows: 

APPENDIX,X 
EMERGENCY HOUSING 

The provisions contafned in this appendix are not mandatory unless specifica/Jv adopted by a state agency. or 
referenced in the adopting ordinance. 
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AX101.1 Scope. This appendix shall be applicBble to emergency housing and emergency housing facilities. as 
defined in Section AX 102. 

SECTION AX102 
DEFINITIONS 

AX102.1 General, The following words and terms shall, for the pu[PO§es of this appendix. have the meanings shown 
herein. Refer to Chapter 2 of thi§ code for general definitions. 

DECLARATION OF SHELTER CRISIS, Thg duly proclaimed existence of a situation in which a significant number of 
persons are without the abilffy to obtain shelter, resulting in a threat to their health and safety. {See Govemment 
Code Section 8698) 

DEPENDENT UNIT. Emergency housing not equipped with a kitchen area, toilet, and sewage disposal system. 
Recreational veh;oles that are not self-contained and without utility service connections shall be considered 
dependent units. 

EMERGENCY HOUSING. Housing in a permanent or temporary structure(sl. occupied during a declaration of state 
of emergency, local emergency. or shelter crisis. Emergencv housing may include, but is not limited to, buildings and 
structures constructed in acgorr:Jance with the California Building Standards Code: and emergency sleeping cabins, 
emerqencv transportable housing units, and tents constructed in accordance with this appendix. 

EMERGENCY HOUSING FACILITIES. On-site common use facilities supporting emergency housing. Emergency 
housing facilities Include, but are not limited to, kitchen areas, toilets. showers and bathrooms with running water. The 
use of emergency housing facilities is limited exclusively to the occupants of the emergency housing, pensonnel 
involved in operating the housing, and other emergency personnel. ' 

EMERGENCY HOUSING SITE. A site containing emergency housing and emergency housing facilities supporting 
the emergency housing. 

EMERGENCY SLEEPING CABIN. Relocatable hard-sided structure constructed 1n accorqance with thrs appendix. 
which may be occupied only for emergency housing if allowed by the Authority Having Jurisdiction. 

EMERGENCY TRANSPORTABLE HOUSING UNIT. A §fnq/e or multiple section prefabricated structure that is 
transportable by a vehicle and that can be installed on a permanent or temporary site in response to a need for 
emergency housing. Emergency transportable housing unit include, but is not limited to. manufactured homes. 
mobilehomes, multifamily manufactured homes, recreaaonal vehicles, and park trailers. For the purposes of this 
appendix, emergency transporlable housing units do not include factory-built housing as defined in the Health and 
Safety Code Section 19971. 

LANDING PLATFORM. A landing providM as the top step of a stairway accessing a loft. 

l:OCAL EMERGENCY. Local Emergencv as defined in the Government Code, Section 8558. 

LOFT. A floor level located more than 30 inches (762 mmJ above the main floor and open to it on at least one side 
with a ceiling height of less than 6 feet 8 inches (2032 mmJ. used as a living or sleeping space. 

MANUFACTURED HOME. A struc1ure designed to be used as a single-family dwelling, as defined In the Health and 
Safety Code, Section 18007. 

MOBILEHOME. A structure designed to be used as a single-family dwelling. as defined in the Health and Safety 
Code, Section 18008. 

MULT/FAMll:.Y MANUFACTURED HOME. A structure designed to contain not less than two dwelfing units, as 
defined in the Health and Safety Code, Section 18008. 7. · 
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PARK TRAILER. A trailer designed for human habitation that meets all requirements In the Heafth and Safety Code, 
Section 18009.3. 

RECREATIONAL VEHICLE. A motor home, travel trailer, truck camper. or camping trailer, with gr without mqt;ve 
power, designed for human habitation, that meets all requirements In ·the Heellh and Safety Code. Section 18010. 

STATE OF EMERGENCY, State of Emergency as defined In th§, Goyemment Code. Section 8558. 

SECTION AX103 
EMERGENCY HOUSING 

AX103.1 General. Emergency sleeping cabins, emeroency transportable housing units, and tents constructed In 
accordance with this appendix, shall be occupied only during declaration of state of emergency. log,( emergency. or 
shelter crisis. 

Buildings and structures constructed in accordance with the Cslifomla Building Standards Code. used as emergency 
housing, shall be permitted to be permanently occuoied. 

AX103.2 Existing building$. Existing residential and nooresidentlaf buildings or structures shall be permitted to be 
used as §merqency housing and emergency housing facilities provided such buildings or wuctures compfy with the 
building code provisions and/or other. regulations in effect st the time of origins/ construction anrVor atteratlon, 
Existln9 buildinos or structum used as emergency housing shalt notbewme or continue to be substandard 
buildings. as determined by the Authoritv Haying Jurisdiction. 

AX103.2.1 Hfw additions. alterptions, and change of occupancy. New additions. alterations •. and change of 
occupency to existing buildings shall comply with the requirements of the California But1ding Standards Code 
effective at the time of adcfttlon. alteration, or change of oCCUDancv. The requirements shall apply only to and/or within 
the specific area of the addition. alteration. or change of occupancv. 

Exception: Existing buffdlnqs and structures used for emergency housing and emergency housing facilities may not 
be required to comply with the catifornla Energv Code. as determined by th!:J Authority Having Jurisdiction. 

IL. 

u.~ 
Exceptions: 6 C :r 

~ J w 
1. Tents. S' ~ ~ 
2. Recreational vehicles and park trailers designed for human habitation that meet the requirements in the ~ °} a, 

Health and Safety Code. Sections 18009.3 and 18010, as applicable. 0- ~ 

~ ~ AX103.4. Fite anc:11/fe sefety requirements not pdda,ssed In this appendix. If pot otherwiBe addressed in this 'i 3 .. ~ 
~ : appendix, fire and life safety measures, fncluding. but not limited to. mesns of egress, fire separation. fire sprinklers, 
:: ~ smoke alarms. and carbon monoxide alarms. shafl be determined and enforced bv the Authority Having Jurisdir:tion. 1- u) ...9, 
<.ll t- ~ . 
±- 3- AX103.6 Privacy. Emergency housing shall be provided vdth a erivacv lock on each entrance door and all windows ~ t'f) 
\-- for use bv the occuoants. ~ ~ 0 

l r1 ~ ~ 
AppRO\.f: AS P,,~eD '6'\1 11,€ C,oMMAS.7WN' ~ .tr 

ON Y/t:t- /1~ i 
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EMERGENCY SLEEPING CABINS 
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AX1~ 1 General. Emergency sleeping cabins shall have an inferior floor area of not less than 70 square feet 
{6. 5 m ) for one occupant. Where more than one person occupies the cabin. the required floor area shall be 
increased at the rate of 50 square feet (4.65 m2} for each occupant in excess of one. The interior floor allla shall not 
exceed 400 square feet (37 m2J. excluding lofts. 

AX104.2 Live loads . .Emergency sleeping cabins shall be designed to resist Intrusion of wind, rain, and to support 
the following Jive loads: · 

1. Floor live loads not less than 40 pounds per square foot (1.92 kPa} of floor area. 
2. Horizontal live loads not Jess than 15 ROUnds per square foot (718 PaJ of vertical wall and roof area. 
3. Roof live loads not less than 20 pounds per square foot (958 PaJ of horizontal roof area 
4. In areas where snow loads are greater than 20 pounds per square foot (958 Pa). the roof shall be designed and 
constructed to resist these additional loads. ' 

AX104.3 Minimum eel/Ing height. Habitable spac;e and haflways in e,pe,rqencv sleeping cabins shall have a ceiling 
height of not le§S than 80 inches (2032-mm). Bathrooms. toilet rooms, and kitchens, if provided. shall have a ceiling 
height of not less than 76 inches {1930 mmJ. Obstructions shall not extend below these minimum celling heights 
including beams. girders. ducts. lighting and other obstructions. · 

Exception: Ceiling heights in lofts constructed in accordance with Section AX108 are permittBd to bB less than 
BO inches (2032 mmJ. 

AX104.4 Means of egress. Emergency sleeping cabins shal( be provided with at feast two forms of egress placed 
remotely from each other. One form of Bgress may be an egress window complying with Section AX104.4. 1. When a 
loft is provided. one form of egress shall be an egress window complying with Section AX104.4.1, provided in the loft 
space. 

AX104.4.1 Egress window. The bottom of the clear opening afthe egress window shall not be more than 
44 inches (1118 mm) above the floor. The egress window shall have a minimum @t clear opening height Qf 
24 inches (610 mm), and a minimum net clear Qi:)ening width of 20 inches (508 mm/. The egress window shall 
have a minimum net clear ope,ninq area of 5 square feet (0.465 m2l 

AX104.6 Plumbing and gas service. If an emerqencv sleeping cabin contains plumbing or gas service. It shq/1 
comply with all applicable requirements of the California Plumbing Code and the California Mechanical Code. 

AX104.6 Electrical. Emergency sleeeing cabins shall be provided with all of the following instaf/ed in compliance with 
the California Electrical Code: 

1. Continuous source of electricity 

E.JCceptlon: The source of electricitv mav be solar power or emergency generator. 

2. Al least one interior lighting fixture. 

3. Electrical heating equipment listed for residential use. and a dedicated receptacle outlet for the electrical heating 
equipment. 

4. At least one GFCl-protected receptacle outlet for use bv the occupant(s). 

AX104. 7 Ventilation. Emergency steeping cabins shall be provided with means of ventilation (natural and/or 
mechanical} allowing for adequate air replacement. as determined by the Authoritv Haying Jurisdiction. 

AX104.B Smoke elanns. Emergency sleeping cabins shall be provided with at legst one smoke alarm installed in 
accordance with Section R314. 
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AX104.9 Carbon Monoxide Alarms. If an emergency sfeep;nq cabin contains a fuel-burning aopfiance(s) or a 
ffreplace(sJ, a carbon monoxide alarm shall be inst.ailed in accordance with Section R315. 

SECTION AX105 . 
EMERGENCY TRAtfSPORTASLEHOUSING UNITS 

AX10§.1 General. Manufactured homes, mobilehomes, multffamllv manufactured homei reqeaHonaf vehlcl&s, and 
Djrk trailers used as emerosncv trensPo[tabfe housing, shall comply with all applicable requirements In toe Health 
and Safety Code, Division 13. Part 2; and Title 25. Division 1. Chapter 3, Subchapter 2. 

SECTION AX106 
TENTS 

AX106.1 General. Tents shall not be used to house occupants for more then 7 days unless §UCh tents are 
maintained With tight wooden floors raised at least 4 Inches (101. 6 mm> above the ground level and are equipped 
with ·baseboards on all side§ to a height ofat least 6 Inches {152. 4 mm}. Tents may be f'T)aintained with concrete 
slabs with the finished sutface at least 4 inches (101.6 mm) above g@de and equipped with curbs on all sides at least 
6 Inches (152.4 mm! high. 

A tent shall not be considered a swtable sleeeing place when It is found necessary to provide heating faci/it.ies in 
order to maintain a minimum temperature of 50 degrees Fahrenheit f1 o degrees Celsius) within such tent during the 
period of occupancy. · 

SECTION AX107 
ACCESSIBILITY 

AX107.1 General. Emergency housing shall comply with the applicable requirements in the California Buifding Code, 
Chapter 118. and/or the US Access Board Final Guidelines for Emergency Transportgble Housing. 

Note; The &chftectural end Transportation Barriers Compliance Board £US Access Board I issued the Final 
Guidelines for Emergency Transportable Housing on Mey 7, 2014. The final guidelines amended the 2004 ADA 
Accessibility Guidelines (2004 ADAAG) and the 2004 Architecturaf Barners Act (ABA} Accessibility Guidelines 
(2004 ABAAG) to specifically address emergency transportable housing units provided to disaster survivors bv 
entitles subiect to the ADA or ABA. The final rule ensures that the emeroency transportable housing units are readily 
acwss;ble lo and usable by disaster survivors with disabilities. 

SECTION AXJOB 
I.OFT§ IN fMERGENCY HOUSING 

AX 108.1 Minimum loft Bl'8a and dimensions. Lofts used as a sleeping or living space shall meet the minimum 
area and dimension requirements of Sections·AX108. 1.1 through AX108.1.3. · 

AX108.1.1 Minimum area. Lofts sha/f have a floor area of not less than 35 square feet (3.25 m2
}, 

AX1 OB.1,2 ltfinlmum dimensions. Lofts shat/ be not tess than 5 feet £1524 mm} in any horizontal dimension. 

AX10B.1.3 Height effect on loft a(ia. Portions of a loft with a sloping celling measuring less than 3·feet 
(914 mmJ tipm the finished floor to the finished ceiling shall not be coosidered as ·contributing to the minimum 
required area for the loft, · 

Exr:,ption: Under gable roofs with a minimum slope of 6:12. portions of a loft with a sloping ceiling measuring 
less than 16 lnches (406 mm) from the finished floor to the finished ceiling shall not be considered as 
contribuung to the minimum required area tor the loft, 

N(108.2 Loft acce.ss. The access to and primary egress from lofts shall be. any type described in Sections 
AX10B.2.1 throuqhAX108.2.4. 
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AX10B.2.1 Stairways. Stairways accessing fgfts shall comply with this code or with Sections AX108.2, 1. 1 through 
AX108.2.1.6. . 

AX108.2.1.1 Width. Stairways accessing a loft shall not be fess than 17 inches (432 mm) in clear width at or 
above the handrail. The minimum width below the handrail shall be not less than 20 inches (508 mm). 

AX10B.2; 1.2 Headroom. The headroom In stairways accessing a loft shall be not less than 
80 inches (1880 mm}, as measured vertically. from a sloped line connecting the tread or landing platform 
nosinqs in the middle of their width. 

AX10B.2, 1.3 Treads and risers. Risers for stairs accessing a loft shall be not less than 7 Inches (178 mm} 
end not more than 12 inches (306 mm) in height. Tread depth and riser height shall be calculated in 
accordance with one of the following formulas: 

1. The tread depth shall be 20 inches (508 mm) minus 413 of the riser height. or 
2. The riser height shall be 15 inches {381 mm) minus 314 of the tread depth. 

AX108.2.1.4 L§nding platforms. The top step of stairways accessing lofts shall be constructed as a landing 
platform where the loft ceiling height is fess than 80 inches (1880 mm}. The landing platform shall be 
18 inches (457 mm) to 22 inches (559 mm) in depth measured from the nqsing of the landing platform to the 
edge of the loft. ar1d 16 inches (406 mmJ to 18 inches (457 mmJ in height measvred from the landing platform 
to the loft floor. 

AX108.2.1.5 Handrails. Handrails §hall comgly with Section R311. 7.8. 

AX108.2.1.6 Stairway gu;,rds. Guards at open sides of stairways shall comply with Section R312.1. 

AX1DB.2.2 Ladders. Ladders accessing tons shall comply wff.h Sections AX108.2.1 and AX108.2.2. 
AX10B.2.2.1 Size and cepacity. Ladders accessing lofts §hell have a rung width of not less than 12 inches 
(305 mm). and 10 inches (254 mm} to 14 inches (356 mm) spacing between rungs. Ladders shall be capable 
of supporting a 200 pound {90. 7 kg) load on any rung. Rung spacing shall be uniform within 318.Jnch (9. 5 mm). 

AX10B.2.2.2 Incline. Ladders shall be installed at 70 to BO degrees from horizontal. 

AX10B.2.3 Alternating tread devices. Altemqting tread devices are acceptable as allowed by the Authority 
Having Jurisdiction. 

AX108.2.4 Loft Guards. Loft guards shall be located along the open side of lofts. Loft guards shall not be less 
than 36 inche§ {914 mm) in height or one-half of the clear height to the ceiling. whichever is less. Loft guards shall 
not have openings from the walking surface to the required guard height that allow passage of a sphere 4 inches 
(102 mm} in diameter. 

SECTION AX109 
LOCATION, MAINTENANCE AND IDENTIFICATION 

AX109.1 Maintenance. Emergency housing and emerqencv housing facilities shall be maintained in a safe and 
sanffary condition. and free from vermin, vectors end other matter of an infectious or conm,gioys nature. The grounds 
within emergency housing sites shall be kept clgan and ftye from accumulation of debris. fifth. qa;page and 
deleterious matter. Emergency housing and emergency housing facilities shall not be occupied if a substandard 
conditions exist. as determined by the Authority Haying Jurisdiction. 

AX109.1, 1 Fire Haurds. Dangerous materials or materials that create a fire haz.ard. as determined by the 
Authority Having Jurisdiction. shall not be allowed on the grounds within emergency housing sites. 

AX109.3 ldentlrtcation. Emeamncy housing shall be designated by ag_dress numbers. letters. or other suitable 
means of identification. The identification shall be in a conspicuous location facing ihe street or driveway fronting the 
building or structure. Each identification charactrtr shall be not less than 4 inches (102 mm) in height and not less 
than 0.5 inch (12, 7 mm} in width. installed/painted on a contrasting background. 
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SECTION AX110 
EMERGENCY HOUSING FACIL"1ES 

AX110.1 Drinking Water. Potable drinking water shall be providedf01 all occupants of emerpency housing. 

,AX110.2 Kltr:hens. Where occuoants of dependent units are permitted or required to cook for themselves, a 
separate ares shall be equipped and maintain.;d as a common use kitchen. Refriqerated·storage shall be provided for 
safe storage of food. 

AX110.3 Toilet and bathing facilities. When cfependent units are used as emergency housing, the emergency 
houslag site shall be provided with one toilet and one bathing facility for every 15 occupants of each sex. The 
Authority Having Jurisdiction mav permit different types and ratios of toilet and bathing facilities, The approval shall 
be based upon a finding that the (Yee and ratio of tottet and bathing facilities are sufficient to orocess the anticipated 
VDlume of sewage and waste water, while maintaining sanitary conditions for the occupants of the emergency 
housing. 

Bathing fac;Jities shall be provided with heating equipment which shall be capable of maintaining a temperature of 
70 degrees F (21. O degrees Celsius) within such facilities. 

Lavatories with running water shall be instaffed and maintained in the toilet facJlities or adlacent to the toilet fecllltles. 

AX110.4 Gamage. waste end rubbish dlsposal. All garbage, kitchen waste and cubbish shall be deposited In 
aporoved covered receptacles, which shaft be emgtied when filled and the contents shall be di§posed of in a sanitary 
manner acceptable to the Authority Having Jurisdiction. 

NOTE: 
Authority Cited: Health and Safety Code Sections 17040, 17050, 17920.9, 17921, 17921.5, 17921.6, 17921.10, 
17922, 17922.6, 17922.12, 17922.14, 17927, 17928, 18300, 18552, 18554, 18620, 18630, 18640, 18670, 18690, 
18691, 18865, 18871 .3, 18871.4, 18873, 18873.1 through 18873.5, 18938.3, 16944.11, and 19990; and Govemment 
Code Section 12955.1. 

Reference: Health and Safety Code Sections 17000 through 17062.5, 1791 O through 17995.5, 18200 through 18700, 
18860 through 18874, and 19960 through 19997; Civil Code Sections 1101.4 and 1101.5; and Government Code 
Sections 12955.1 and 12955.1.1. 
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