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Chapter 5 
NONRESIDENTIAL MANDATORY MEASURES
Division 5.1 – PLANNING AND DESIGN
SECTION 5.106 – SITE DEVELOPMENT
5.106.4 Bicycle parking. For buildings within the authority of California Building Standards Commission as specified in Section 103, comply with Section 5.106.4.1. For buildings within the authority of the Division of the State Architect pursuant to Section 105, comply with Section 5.106.4.2.
5.106.4.1 Bicycle parking. [BSC-CG] Comply with Sections 5.106.4.1.1 and 5.106.4.1.2; or meet the applicable local ordinance, whichever is stricter. Calculations for bicycle parking requirements shall be rounded up to the nearest whole number.
5.106.4.1.1 Short-term bicycle parking. If the new project or an addition or alteration is anticipated to generate visitors, provide permanently anchored bicycle racks within 200 feet of the visitors’ entrance, readily visible to passers-by, for 20 percent of the peak daily visitors, with a minimum of one two-bike capacity rack. 
Provide bicycle parking racks as follows:
For new buildings, provide bicycle parking racks for 5 percent of the occupant load of the new building, with a minimum of two bicycle parking racks. 
For additions and alterations to existing buildings, provide racks for 8 percent of the occupant load of the addition and/or alteration, with a minimum of three parking racks. 
Racks are to be permanently anchored, shall be visible from the building entrance, and shall be installed no greater than 100 feet from the primary entrance to the building. Where buildings are served by more than one primary entrance, the quantity of racks shall be evenly split between entrances.
Exceptions: 
1. At the enforcing authority's discretion, parking shall be permitted to be reduced for projects in existing buildings where site constraints unreasonably restrict compliance.
1. At the enforcing authority's discretion, parking may be permitted to be reduced for projects which have been demonstrated by the design professional to be within 1/2 mile of public transportation.
1. At the enforcing authority's discretion, parking may be permitted to be reduced or eliminated where equivalent parking of equal quantity is provided within the envelope of the building.
5.106.4.1.2 Long-term bicycle parking. Acceptable bicycle parking facility for Sections 5.106.4.1.2.1, 5.106.4.1.2.2 and 5.106.4.1.2.3 shall be conveniently located near the street and shall meet one of the following:
1. Covered, lockable enclosures with permanently anchored racks for bicycles;
2. Lockable bicycle rooms with permanently anchored racks; or
3. Lockable, permanently anchored bicycle lockers.
5.106.4.1.2.1 For new buildings with tenant spaces, provide secure bicycle parking for 10 3 percent of the tenant-occupants occupant load, with a minimum of one bicycle parking facility.
5.106.4.1.2.2 For additions or alterations, provide secure bicycle parking for 10 4 percent of the tenant-occupants occupant load being added, with a minimum of one two bicycle parking facility facilities.
5.106.4.1.2.3 For new shell buildings in phased projects, provide secure bicycle parking for 10 2 percent of the anticipated tenant-occupants occupant load, with a minimum of one bicycle parking facility.
Revised language if approved:
5.106.4 Bicycle parking. For buildings within the authority of California Building Standards Commission as specified in Section 103, comply with Section 5.106.4.1. For buildings within the authority of the Division of the State Architect pursuant to Section 105, comply with Section 5.106.4.2.
5.106.4.1 Bicycle parking. [BSC-CG] Comply with Sections 5.106.4.1.1 and 5.106.4.1.2; or meet the applicable local ordinance, whichever is stricter. Calculations for bicycle parking requirements shall be rounded up to the nearest whole number.
5.106.4.1.1 Short-term bicycle parking. Provide short-term bicycle parking racks for 5 percent of the occupant load of new buildings, with a minimum of two bicycle parking spaces.
For additions and alterations to existing buildings, provide racks for 8 percent of the occupant load of the addition and/or alteration, with a minimum of three parking spaces.
Racks are to be permanently anchored, shall be visible from the building entrance, and shall be installed no greater than 100 feet from the primary entrance to the building. Where buildings are served by more than one primary entrance, the quantity of racks shall be evenly split between entrances.
Exceptions:
1. At the enforcing authority's discretion, parking may be permitted to be reduced for projects in existing buildings where site constraints unreasonably restrict compliance.
2. At the enforcing authority's discretion, parking may be permitted to be reduced for projects which have been demonstrated by the design professional to be within 1/2 mile of public transportation.
3. At the enforcing authority's discretion, parking may be permitted to be reduced or eliminated where equivalent parking of equal quantity is provided within the envelope of the building.
5.106.4.1.2 Long-term bicycle parking. Acceptable bicycle parking facility for Sections 5.106.4.1.2.1, 5.106.4.1.2.2 and 5.106.4.1.2.3 shall be conveniently located near the street and shall meet one of the following:
1. Covered, lockable enclosures with permanently anchored racks for bicycles;
2. Lockable bicycle rooms with permanently anchored racks; or
3. Lockable, permanently anchored bicycle lockers.
5.106.4.1.2.1 For new buildings with tenant spaces, provide secure bicycle parking for 3 percent of the occupant load, with a minimum of one bicycle parking facility.
5.106.4.1.2.2 For additions or alterations, provide secure bicycle parking for 4 percent of the occupant load being added, with a minimum of two bicycle parking facility.
5.106.4.1.2.3 For new shell buildings in phased projects, provide secure bicycle parking for 2 percent of the occupant load, with a minimum of one bicycle parking facility.
RATIONALE:
BSC-CG is proposing to amend codes Sections 5.106.4 Bicycle parking and related sub-sections. 

BSC staff received feedback from code users and the regulated community which have expressed concerns with the use of “peak daily visitors” or “tenant-occupants” as the basis for determining quantity requirements for short-term and long-term bicycle parking. BSC has also received comments that the most recent increase in bike parking requirements provides an excessive number of bicycle parking spaces for projects that may not have physical space to accommodate the bicycle parking. Also, the current excessive bike parking requirements are causing existing vehicular parking spaces to be converted into bike parking, which may be burdensome. The proposed amendments are intended to address these issues.
BSC staff referenced international code language and local ordinances on this topic which base parking quantities on occupant load. This term is defined in the code and is quantifiable, making it easier for code compliance.

To address the comments regarding excessive requirements, BSC staff set the threshold lower for new buildings with a minimum compared to additions and alterations. Values were set for each project type to achieve a balanced approach to obtain an equitable number of bicycle parking spaces.
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