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California Building Standards Commission
Attention: Public Comments

2525 Natomas Park Drive, Suite 130
Sacramento, CA 95833

To the California Building Standards Commission,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the proposed amendments to
Section 504.5 (Exterior Walls) included in the 45-Day Express Terms in SUB-ITEM 4-8.

After reviewing the proposed language and engaging in discussion with industry peers, |
respectfully offer the attached as recommended changes to Section 504.5 with
justification.

The changes are marked by double-underline for additions and double-strikethrough for
deletions. The changes provide necessary clarity, remove redundant language, and
retain noncombustible construction as a recognized mode of exterior wall construction.

Thank you for your consideration.

Respectfully,

i Ko pmar

Shamim Rashid-Sumar, P.E., FSFPE
Senior Vice President, Codes and Standards
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SUB-ITEM 4-8
Section 504.5 Exterior walls

504.5 Exterior walls. Exterior walls of buildings or structures shall comply with one of
the following:
1. Exterior wall construction in accordance with section 504.5.1, or




504.5.1 Exterior wall construction. Exterior walls of buildings or structures shall be
constructed using one or more methods:

1. 1-hour fire-resistance-rated construction, rated from the exterior side.

3. Assembly of sawn lumber, cross-laminated timber or glue-laminated wood with
the smallest minimum nominal dimension of 4 inches (102 mm). Sawn or glue-
laminated planks shall be splined, tonque-and-grove or set close together and
well spiked.

4. [og wall construction.

5. Wall assemblies tested in accordance with ASTM E2707 for a 10-minute direct
flame contact exposure test meeting the acceptance criteria in Section 504.9.3.

6. Wall assemblies tested in accordance with SFM-7A-1 and meeting the
performance criteria for a 10-minute direct flame contact exposure test.

Such materials shall extend from the top of the foundation to the underside of the
roof sheathing.

504.5.2 Exterior wall coverings. Exterior wall coverings shall comply with one or

more of the following requirements and shall be installed in accordance with the
mantfacter's-manufacturer’s installation instructions:

1. Ignition-resistant building materials in accordance with Section 503.2.

2.4- Fire-retardant-treated wood shingles and shakes which have been qualified
in accordance with Section 1505.6 of the California Building Code for use as

“Class B” roof covering shall be an acceptable alternative wall covering material
where installed over solid sheathing.

504.5.2.1 Extent of exterior wall covering. ...

504.5.1 504.5.3 Flashing. A minimum of 6 inches (152 mm) of metal flashing or
noncombustible material applied vertically on the exterior of the wall shall be installed at



attached to the wall.

JUSTIFICATION

The changes presented here clarify the intentions of Section 504.5 by removing
conflicting language in this section of the regulations.

Section 504.5 is amended by deleting the bracket comment text and “applied over
exterior wall assemblies.” This was a conflict with Section 504.5, which states that the
exterior wall construction must comply with the construction requirements, or the
exterior wall covering must comply. The designer can choose one or both paths for
compliance.

Section 504.5 is further amended to remove the proposed text at the end of section,
which was creating confusion and conflict with the statement of reason.

Section 504.5.1, item #1 was amended to add “rated from the exterior side” to provide
additional clarity and to be consistent with language that was in the previous section
504.5 item #1.

Section 504.5.2 was amended to delete the section that states the covering cannot
compromise the rating of the wall. This is already required in the CBC section
703.2.1.4.

Section 504.5.2 is amended editorially to correct grammar and provide clarity and a
clear path to compliance, eliminating redundant language. A pointer to Section 503.2 is
also provided.

Section 504.5.3 was amended to provide clarity that the flashing shall be applied at the
base of the wall, vertically at the intersections.






Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		2026-05-12 NRMCA LTR Pt 7 - Exterior Walls.pdf









		Report created by: 

		CBSC Staff, CBSC@dga.ca.gov



		Organization: 

		California Building Standards Commission







 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 2



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 2



		Passed: 28



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Skipped		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

