STATE OF CALIFORNIA
BUILDING STANDARDS COMMISSION
FINAL EXPRESS TERMS
FOR PROPOSED BUILDING STANDARDS
OF THE STATE FIRE MARSHAL
REGARDING THE 2025 CALIFORNIA FIRE CODE,
CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS, TITLE 24, PART 9
(SFM 03/25)
The state agency shall draft the regulations in plain, straightforward language, avoiding technical terms as much as possible and using a coherent and easily readable style. The agency shall draft the regulation in plain English. A notation shall follow the express terms of each regulation listing the specific statutes authorizing the adoption and listing specific statutes being implemented, interpreted, or made specific (Government Code Section 11346.2(a)(1)).
If using assistive technology, please adjust your settings to recognize underline, strikeout, italic and ellipsis.
LEGEND for EXPRESS TERMS (Based on model codes - Parts 2, 2.5, 3, 4, 5, 7, 9, 10)
· Model Code language appears upright
· Existing California amendments appear in italic
· Amended model code or new California amendments appear underlined & italic
· Repealed model code language appears upright and in strikeout
· Repealed California amendments appear in italic and strikeout
· Ellipses ( …) indicate existing text remains unchanged

FINAL EXPRESS TERMS 
ITEM 1
Chapter 2 Definitions, Section 202 General definitions
[SFM proposes to modify existing amendments.]
SUB-ITEM 1-1
CARBON MONOXIDE SOURCE
WITHDRAWN
[bookmark: _Hlk219403409][bookmark: _Hlk220675726]SUB-ITEM 1-2
Child-Care; Child Care Center; Child-Care Home, Family; Child-Care Home, Large Family; Child-Care Home, Small Family; Day-Care, Adult
WITHDRAWN
SUB-ITEM 1-3
COMBUSTIBLE LIQUID; FLAMMABLE LIQUID
WITHDRAWN
[bookmark: _Hlk210309218]SUB-ITEM 1-4
COMPRESSED GAS; COMPRESSED GAS, DISSOLVED; COMPRESSED GAS, GASEOUS; COMPRESSED GAS, LIQUEFIED
WITHDRAWN
SUB-ITEM 1-5
CORROSIVE 
WITHDRAWN
SUB-ITEM 1-6
CRYOGENIC FLUID; CRYOGENIC FLUID, INERT; CRYOGENIC FLUID, FLAMMABLE; CRYOGENIC FLUID, OXIDIZING; FLAMMABLE CRYOGENIC FLUID; OXIDIZING CRYOGENIC FLUID
WITHDRAWN
SUB-ITEM 1-7
EXPLOSIVE
WITHDRAWN
SUB-ITEM 1-8
FLAMMABLE GAS 
WITHDRAWN
SUB-ITEM 1-9
FLAMMABLE SOLID 
WITHDRAWN
[bookmark: _Hlk210374511]SUB-ITEM 1-10
HIGHLY TOXIC; TOXIC 
WITHDRAWN
SUB-ITEM 1-11
INFANT 
WITHDRAWN
SUB-ITEM 1-12
NONPATIENT-CARE SUITE
[SFM, in collaboration with OSHPD, proposes editorial modification to an existing amendment to create consistency with Part 2 by addressing hyphens in the term.]

NON-PATIENT-CARE SUITE. In Group I-2 occupancies, a group of rooms or spaces within a suite for use as administrative, business and professional offices. a care suite that is not intended for patient sleeping or care and its primary use is not storage or industrial

SUB-ITEM 1-13
ORGANIC PEROXIDE
WITHDRAWN

[bookmark: _Hlk210376479]SUB-ITEM 1-14
OXIDIZER 
WITHDRAWN

[bookmark: _Hlk210376598]SUB-ITEM 1-15
OXIDIZING GAS
WITHDRAWN

[bookmark: _Hlk210376683]SUB-ITEM 1-16
PYROPHORIC
WITHDRAWN

[bookmark: _Hlk210376814]SUB-ITEM 1-17
UNSTABLE (REACTIVE) MATERIAL
WITHDRAWN

SUB-ITEM 1-18
WATER-REACTIVE MATERIAL 
WITHDRAWN

Notation: 
[bookmark: _Hlk219404982]Authority: Health and Safety Code Sections 1250, 1502, 1568.02, 1569.70 - 1569.74, 1597.44 - 1597.65, 13108, 13108.5, 13114, 13143, 13143.2, 13143.6, 13145, 13146, 13211, 16022.5, 17921, 18928, 18949.2, 25500 through 25545; Government Code Sections 51176, 51177, 51178, 51179 and 51189; Public Education Code 17074.50; Public Resources Code Sections 4201 through 4204.
[bookmark: _Hlk219404997]Reference(s): Health and Safety Code Sections 1596.78, 13108, 13108.5, 13113, 13113.5, 13114, 13132, 13132.7, 13133, 13135, 13143, 13143.1, 13143.2, 13143.6, 13143.9, 13145, 13146, 13210, 13211, 16022.5, 17921.

[bookmark: _Hlk212456799]ITEM 2
Chapter 2 Definitions, Section 203 Occupancy Classification and Use
[bookmark: _Hlk220675995]SUB-ITEM 2-1
Section 203.4.2 Group E, child-care facilities and subsections
WITHDRAWN
[bookmark: _Hlk220676030]SUB-ITEM 2-2
Section 203.7.4 Institutional Group I-4, day care and child care facilities and subsections
WITHDRAWN

[bookmark: _Hlk216276453]ITEM 3
Chapter 9 Fire Protection and Life Safety Systems, Section 907 Fire Alarm and Detection Systems
[SFM proposes modifications and relocation of existing amendments.]
[bookmark: _Hlk214921486]SUB-ITEM 3-1
Sections 907.2.5.1, 907.2.6.3.4, 907.2.28.1 and 907.6.4
[SFM proposes relocating existing CA amendments that are duplicative with the model code and relocating existing amendments to 907.2.5.1, 907.2.6.3.4, 907.2.28.1.]
907.2.5.1 Group H occupancies located on the 11th story and above. Manual fire alarm boxes shall be required on each side of the 2-hour fire-smoke barrier and at each exit on the 11th story and above. For purposes of annunciation and notification, each side of the 2-hour fire-smoke barrier shall be considered a separate zone. 
[bookmark: _Hlk212619861]…
907.2.6.3.4 System annunciation. …
Fire and trouble signals of fire alarm systems and sprinkler water-flow and supervisory signals of extinguishing systems shall be annunciated in an area designated as the facility control center which shall be constantly attended by staff personnel. All such signals shall produce both an audible signal and visual display at the facility control center indicating the building, floor zone, cell complex, or other designated area from which the signal originated, in accordance with Section 907.6.4.
…
907.2.28.1 Group L occupancies located on the 11th story and above. Manual fire alarm boxes shall be required on each side of the 2-hour fire-smoke barrier and at each exit on the 11th story and above. For purposes of annunciation and notification, each side of the 2-hour fire-smoke barrier shall be considered a separate zone. 
…
907.6.4 Zones. Fire alarm systems shall be divided into zones where required by this section. For the purposes of annunciation and notification, zoning shall be in accordance with the following:
1. Where the fire-protective signaling system serves more than one building, each building shall be considered as a separate zone.
2. Each floor of a building shall be considered as a separate zone.
3. Each section of floor of a building that is separated by fire walls or by horizontal exits shall be considered as a separate zone.
4. Each floor shall be zoned separately and a zone shall not exceed 22,500 square feet (2090 m2). The length of any zone shall not exceed 300 feet (91  440 mm) in any direction.
Exception: Automatic sprinkler system zones shall not exceed the area permitted by NFPA 13.
5. For Group I-3 occupancies each cell complex shall be considered a separate zone. [Language relocated to Section 907.2.6.3.4.]
6. For Group H and L occupancies on the 11th story and above, each side of the 2-hour fire-smoke barrier shall be considered a separate zone. [Language relocated to Sections 907.2.5.1 and 907.2.28.1.]
7. Annunciation shall be further divided into zones where deemed necessary by the enforcing agency.
Notation: 
Authority: Health and Safety Code Sections 1250, 1502, 1568.02, 1569.70 - 1569.74, 1597.44 - 1597.65, 13108, 13108.5, 13114, 13143, 13143.2, 13143.6, 13145, 13146, 13211, 16022.5, 17921, 18928, 18949.2, 25500 through 25545; Government Code Sections 51176, 51177, 51178, 51179 and 51189; Public Education Code 17074.50; Public Resources Code Sections 4201 through 4204.
Reference(s): Health and Safety Code Sections 13108, 13108.5, 13113, 13113.5, 13114, 13132, 13132.7, 13133, 13135, 13143, 13143.1, 13143.2, 13143.6, 13143.9, 13145, 13146, 13210, 13211, 16022.5, 17921.

[bookmark: _Hlk216276685]ITEM 4
Chapter 9 Fire Protection and Life Safety Systems, Section 915 Carbon Monoxide (CO) Detection
SUB-ITEM 4-1
Section 915.2 Locations
WITHDRAWN
ITEM 5
Chapter 10 Means of Egress 
[bookmark: _Hlk220676264]SUB-ITEM 5-1
Section 1010.2.12 Delayed egress
WITHDRAWN

ITEM 6
Chapter 11 Construction Requirements for Existing Buildings
[bookmark: _Hlk220676345][bookmark: _Hlk214928173]SUB-ITEM 6-1
Section 1103.9 Carbon monoxide detection
WITHDRAWN

ITEM 7
Chapter 12 Energy Systems
[bookmark: _Hlk220676416][bookmark: _Hlk220676423][bookmark: _Hlk214928250]SUB-ITEM 7-1
Section 1207 Electrical Energy Storage Systems (ESS)
[SFM proposes to delete all parentheses references to NFPA 855 2023 Edition to coordinate with the reference standards.]
SECTION 1207—ELECTRICAL ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEMS (ESS)
1207.1.1 Utilities and industrial applications …. Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.1.2 Mobile ESS … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.1.3 Scope. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.1.5.1 Utilities applicability. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.1.6.1 Fault condition … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.1.6.2 Analysis approval. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.1.7 Large-scale fire test. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.1.8.1 Fire mitigation personnel … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.1.8.2 Duties … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.2.1 Commissioning … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.2.1.2 Commissioning report. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.2.3 Decommissioning. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.3.1 Energy storage system listings. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.3.4 Energy storage management system. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.3.5 Enclosures. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.3.6 Repairs. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.3.7 Retrofits. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.3.7.1 Retrofitting lead acid and nickel cadmium. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.3.8 Replacements. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.3.9 Reused and repurposed equipment. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.4.8 Signage. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.4.9 Security of installations. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.4.10 Occupied work centers. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.4.11 Open rack installations. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.5 Electrochemical ESS protection. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.5.1 Size and separation. … Exceptions: (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)…
1207.5.2 Maximum allowable quantities. … Exceptions: (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)…
1207.5.3 Elevation.  … Exceptions: (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)…
1207.5.4 Fire detection. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.5.4.1 System status. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.5.5 Fire suppression systems. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.5.6 Maximum enclosure size. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.5.7 Vegetation control. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.5.8 Means of egress separation. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.6 Electrochemical ESS technology-specific protection. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.6.1.2.4 Gas detection system. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.6.2 Spill control and neutralization. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.6.2.1 Spill control. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.6.2.2 Neutralization. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.6.3 Explosion control. … Exceptions: (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)…
1207.7 Indoor installations. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.7.1 Dedicated-use buildings. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.7.2 Nondedicated-use buildings. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.7.3 Dwelling units and sleeping units. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.7.4 Fire-resistance-rated separations. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.8 Outdoor installations. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.8.1 Remote outdoor installations. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.8.2 Installations near exposures. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.8.3 Clearance to exposures. … Exceptions: (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)…
1207.8.4 Exterior wall installations. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.9.1 Rooftop installations. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.9.2 Open parking garage installations. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.9.3 Clearance to exposures. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.9.4 Fire suppression systems. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.9.5 Rooftop installations. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.9.6 Open parking garages. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.10 Mobile ESS equipment and operations. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.10.1 Charging and storage. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.10.2 Deployment. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.10.4.1 Deployment documents. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.10.5 Approved locations. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.10.6 Charging and storage. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.10.7 Deployed mobile ESS requirements. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.10.7.1 Duration. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.10.7.2 Restricted locations. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.10.7.3 Clearance to exposures. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.10.7.4 Electrical connections. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.10.7.5 Local staging. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.10.7.6 Fencing. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.11.2 Installation. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.11.3 Location. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.11.4 Energy ratings. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.11.5 Electrical installation. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.11.8 Ventilation. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
1207.11.9 Electric vehicle use. … (Material based on NFPA 855 2023 Ed.)
Notation: 
Authority: Health and Safety Code Sections 1250, 1502, 1568.02, 1569.70 - 1569.74, 1597.44 - 1597.65, 13108, 13108.5, 13114, 13143, 13143.2, 13143.6, 13145, 13146, 13211, 16022.5, 17921, 18928, 18949.2, 25500 through 25545; Government Code Sections 51176, 51177, 51178, 51179 and 51189; Public Education Code 17074.50; Public Resources Code Sections 4201 through 4204.
Reference(s): Health and Safety Code Sections 13108, 13108.5, 13113, 13113.5, 13114, 13132, 13132.7, 13133, 13135, 13143, 13143.1, 13143.2, 13143.6, 13143.9, 13145, 13146, 13210, 13211, 16022.5, 17921.

ITEM 8
Chapter 50 Hazardous Materials-General Provisions, Section 5003-General Requirements
[bookmark: _Hlk214928683]SUB-ITEM 8-1
Section 5001.1 Scope
[SFM proposes correlating requirements in Chapter 57.]

5001.1 Scope. Prevention, control and mitigation of dangerous conditions related to storage, dispensing, use and handling of hazardous materials shall be in accordance with this chapter.
…
Exceptions:
1. …
2. Alcoholic beverages in retail or wholesale sales occupancies or storage occupancies, provided that the liquids are packaged in individual containers not exceeding 1.3 gallons (5 L).
3. …
SUB-ITEM 8-1.1
Sections 5001.5.1 and 5001.5.2
[SFM proposes to correct the Title 19 reference]

5001.5.1 Hazardous Materials Management Plan (HMMP). Where required by the fire code official, an application for a permit shall include a Hazardous Materials Management Plan (HMMP). The HMMP shall include a facility site plan designating the following:
1. Access to each storage and use area.
2. Location of emergency equipment.
3. Location where liaison will meet emergency responders.
4. Facility evacuation meeting point locations.
5. The general purpose of other areas within the building.
6. Location of all above-ground and underground tanks and their appurtenances including, but not limited to, sumps, vaults, below-grade treatment systems and piping.
7. The hazard classes in each area.
8. Locations of all control areas and Group H occupancies.
9. Emergency exits.
[For SFM] The HMMP shall comply with Health and Safety Code, Chapter 6.95, Sections 25500 through 25545, and Title 19, Division 25, Chapter 41.

5001.5.2 Hazardous Materials Inventory Statement (HMIS). Where required by the fire code official, an application for a permit shall include an HMIS, such as Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act of 1986 (SARA) Title III, Tier II Report or other approved statement.
The HMIS shall include the following information:
1. Product name.
2. Component.
3. Chemical Abstract Service (CAS) number.
4. Location where stored or used.
5. Container size.
6. Hazard classification.
7. Amount in storage.
8. Amount in use-closed systems.
9. Amount in use-open systems.
[For SFM] The HMIS shall comply with Health and Safety Code, Chapter 6.95, Sections 25500 through 25545, and Title 19, Division 25, Chapter 41.
[bookmark: _Hlk214928712]SUB-ITEM 8-2
Section 5003.1.1 Maximum allowable quantity per control area
[SFM in collaboration with OSHPD proposes modifications to existing amendments for clarity.]
[bookmark: _Hlk220676472]5003.1.1 Maximum allowable quantity per control area. The maximum allowable quantity per control area shall be as specified in Tables 5003.1.1(1) through 5003.1.1(4).
Exception: Individual Mmedical gases A, B, D, or E size cylinders utilized for immediate use, defined as cylinders actively in use or bedside ready for ongoing treatment, in patient care within patient care areas of a Group I-2 occupancy, when the applicable requirements of NFPA 99 Chapter 5 and Chapter 11 have been met.
For retail and wholesale storage and display in Group M occupancies and Group S storage, see Section 5003.11.
Notation: 
Authority: Health and Safety Code Sections 1250, 1502, 1568.02, 1569.70 - 1569.74, 1597.44 - 1597.65, 13108, 13108.5, 13114, 13143, 13143.2, 13143.6, 13145, 13146, 13211, 16022.5, 17921, 18928, 18949.2, 25500 through 25545; Government Code Sections 51176, 51177, 51178, 51179 and 51189; Public Education Code 17074.50; Public Resources Code Sections 4201 through 4204.
Reference(s): Health and Safety Code Sections 13108, 13108.5, 13113, 13113.5, 13114, 13132, 13132.7, 13133, 13135, 13143, 13143.1, 13143.2, 13143.6, 13143.9, 13145, 13146, 13210, 13211, 16022.5, 17921.
[bookmark: _Hlk212624288]ITEM 9
Chapter 80 Referenced Standards
SUB-ITEM 9-1
NFPA 72-25 National Fire Alarm Signaling Code, Section 12.4.2 Pathway Survivability Level 1.
[The SFM proposes this amendment to NFPA 72, Section 12.4.2 clarify requirements for “Pathway Survivability Level 1”. Existing NFPA 72, Section 12.4.2 language, which is not currently in 2025 CFC Chapter 80, is shown in upright text below.]
Revise Section 12.4.2 as follows:
12.4.2 Pathway Survivability Level 1. Pathway survivability Level 1 shall consist of pathways one of the following:
(1) Pathways in buildings that are fully protected by an automatic sprinkler system in accordance with NFPA 13 with any interconnecting conductors, cables, or other physical pathways protected by metal raceways or metal armored cables.
(2) Pathways in buildings that are protected by an automatic sprinkler system in accordance with NFPA 13R with any interconnecting conductors, cables, or other physical pathways protected by metal raceways or metal armored cables and are installed in sprinkler protected areas only.
[bookmark: _Hlk219155775]SUB-ITEM 9-2
NFPA 72-25 National Fire Alarm Signaling Code, Section 26.2.11.3
[bookmark: _Hlk220671617][The SFM proposes to delete Section 26.2.11.3. Existing NFPA 72, Section 26.2.11.3 language shown in upright and strikeout text below is not printed in 2025 CFC Chapter 80 and is shown here to make it clear what NFPA 72 language SFM intends to delete as an amendment in 2025 CFC.]
Delete Section 26.2.11.3
26.2.11.3 ASP facilities that support the delivery of signals to a supervising station from a protected premises fire alarm system installed in accordance with this Code shall conform to the construction, fire protection, physical security, cybersecurity, emergency lighting, power, communications infrastructure, and service resiliency requirements contained in UL 827, Central-Station Alarm Services.
[bookmark: _Hlk213417535]SUB-ITEM 9-3
NFPA 855
[The SFM proposes adopting the most recently published edition of NFPA 855, Standard for the Installation of Stationary Energy Storage Systems.]
NFPA 855—23 26 Standard for the Installation of Stationary Energy Storage Systems: 
1201.1 
SUB-ITEM 9-4
ASHRAE 
[The SFM proposes adopting the most recently published edition of ASHRAE 15, Standard for the Refrigeration Systems.]
15—2022 2024, including Addendum A:Safety Standard for Refrigeration Systems
608.1.1, 608.18.3
Notation: 
Authority: Health and Safety Code Sections 1250, 1502, 1568.02, 1569.70 - 1569.74, 1597.44 - 1597.65, 13108, 13108.5, 13114, 13143, 13143.2, 13143.6, 13145, 13146, 13211, 16022.5, 17921, 18928, 18949.2, 25500 through 25545; Government Code Sections 51176, 51177, 51178, 51179 and 51189; Public Education Code 17074.50; Public Resources Code Sections 4201 through 4204.
Reference(s): Health and Safety Code Sections 13108, 13108.5, 13113, 13113.5, 13114, 13132, 13132.7, 13133, 13135, 13143, 13143.1, 13143.2, 13143.6, 13143.9, 13145, 13146, 13210, 13211, 16022.5, 17921.
ITEM 10
Appendix E Hazard Categories
SUB-ITEM 10-1
Table E104.2
WITHDRAWN
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