

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
BUILDING STANDARDS COMMISSION
FINAL EXPRESS TERMS
FOR PROPOSED BUILDING STANDARDS
OF THE STATE FIRE MARSHAL
REGARDING THE 2025 CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE,
CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS, TITLE 24, PART 2
(SFM 01/25)
The state agency shall draft the regulations in plain, straightforward language, avoiding technical terms as much as possible and using a coherent and easily readable style. The agency shall draft the regulation in plain English. A notation shall follow the express terms of each regulation listing the specific statutes authorizing the adoption and listing specific statutes being implemented, interpreted, or made specific (Government Code Section 11346.2(a)(1)).
If using assistive technology, please adjust your settings to recognize underline, strikeout, italic and ellipsis.
LEGEND for EXPRESS TERMS (Based on model codes - Parts 2, 2.5, 3, 4, 5, 7, 9, 10)
· Model Code language appears upright
· Existing California amendments appear in italic
· Amended model code or new California amendments appear underlined & italic
· Repealed model code language appears upright and in strikeout
· Repealed California amendments appear in italic and strikeout
· Ellipses ( …) indicate existing text remains unchanged

FINAL EXPRESS TERMS 
ITEM 1
Chapter 2 Definitions, Section 202 General definitions
[SFM proposes to modify existing amendments.]
SUB-ITEM 1-1
CARBON MONOXIDE SOURCE
WITHDRAWN
[bookmark: _Hlk219403409][bookmark: _Hlk220675726]SUB-ITEM 1-2
CHILD-CARE; CHILD CARE CENTER; CHILD-CARE HOME, FAMILY; CHILD-CARE HOME, LARGE FAMILY; CHILD-CARE HOME, SMALL FAMILY; DAY-CARE, ADULT
WITHDRAWN
SUB-ITEM 1-3
COMBUSTIBLE LIQUID; FLAMMABLE LIQUID
WITHDRAWN
[bookmark: _Hlk210309218]SUB-ITEM 1-4
COMPRESSED GAS; COMPRESSED GAS, DISSOLVED; COMPRESSED GAS, GASEOUS; COMPRESSED GAS, LIQUEFIED
WITHDRAWN
SUB-ITEM 1-5
CORROSIVE 
WITHDRAWN
SUB-ITEM 1-6
CRYOGENIC FLUID; CRYOGENIC FLUID, INERT; CRYOGENIC FLUID, FLAMMABLE; CRYOGENIC FLUID, OXIDIZING; FLAMMABLE CRYOGENIC FLUID; OXIDIZING CRYOGENIC FLUID
WITHDRAWN
SUB-ITEM 1-7
EXPLOSIVE
WITHDRAWN
SUB-ITEM 1-8
FLAMMABLE GAS 
WITHDRAWN
SUB-ITEM 1-9
FLAMMABLE SOLID 
WITHDRAWN
[bookmark: _Hlk210374511]SUB-ITEM 1-10
HIGHLY TOXIC; TOXIC 
WITHDRAWN
SUB-ITEM 1-11
INFANT 
WITHDRAWN
SUB-ITEM 1-12
NONPATIENT-CARE SUITE
[SFM, in collaboration with OSHPD, proposes a modification to an existing amendment to align the intent and ensure consistency of enforcement.]

NON-PATIENT-CARE SUITE. In Group I-2 occupancies, a group of rooms or spaces within a suite for use as administrative, business and professional offices. a care suite that is not intended for patient sleeping or care and its primary use is not storage or industrial

SUB-ITEM 1-13
ORGANIC PEROXIDE
WITHDRAWN

[bookmark: _Hlk210376479]SUB-ITEM 1-14
OXIDIZER 
WITHDRAWN

[bookmark: _Hlk210376598]SUB-ITEM 1-15
OXIDIZING GAS
WITHDRAWN

[bookmark: _Hlk210376683]SUB-ITEM 1-16
PYROPHORIC
WITHDRAWN

[bookmark: _Hlk210376814]SUB-ITEM 1-17
UNSTABLE (REACTIVE) MATERIAL
WITHDRAWN

SUB-ITEM 1-18
WATER-REACTIVE MATERIAL 
WITHDRAWN

Notation: 
[bookmark: _Hlk219404982]Authority: Health and Safety Code Sections 1250, 1502, 1568.02, 1569.70 - 1569.74, 1597.44 - 1597.65, 13108, 13108.5, 13114, 13143, 13143.2, 13143.6, 13145, 13146, 13211, 16022.5, 17921, 18928, 18949.2, 25500 through 25545; Government Code Sections 51176, 51177, 51178, 51179 and 51189; Public Education Code 17074.50; Public Resources Code Sections 4201 through 4204.
[bookmark: _Hlk219404997]Reference(s): Health and Safety Code Sections 1596.78, 13108, 13108.5, 13113, 13113.5, 13114, 13132, 13132.7, 13133, 13135, 13143, 13143.1, 13143.2, 13143.6, 13143.9, 13145, 13146, 13210, 13211, 16022.5, 17921.

[bookmark: _Hlk212456799]ITEM 2
Chapter 3 Occupancy Classification and Use
[bookmark: _Hlk220675995]SUB-ITEM 2-1
Section 305.2 Group E, child-care facilities, and subsections
WITHDRAWN
[bookmark: _Hlk220676030]SUB-ITEM 2-2
Section 308.5 Institutional Group I-4, day care and child care facilities and subsections
WITHDRAWN

[bookmark: _Hlk212207884]ITEM 3
Chapter 7 Fire and Smoke Protection Features, Section 708 Fire Partitions
[SFM, in collaboration with OSHPD, proposes to repeal item 6 and title it as “Reserved” and preserve model code numbering.]
SUB-ITEM 3-1
Section 708.1 General.
708.1 General. The following wall assemblies shall comply with this section:
1. …
6. Walls separating ambulatory care facilities from adjacent spaces, corridors or tenant as required by Section 422.2. Reserved.
7. …
Notation: 
Authority: Health and Safety Code Sections 1250, 1502, 1568.02, 1569.70 - 1569.74, 1597.44 - 1597.65, 13108, 13108.5, 13114, 13143, 13143.2, 13143.6, 13145, 13146, 13211, 16022.5, 17921, 18928, 18949.2, 25500 through 25545; Government Code Sections 51176, 51177, 51178, 51179 and 51189; Public Education Code 17074.50; Public Resources Code Sections 4201 through 4204.
Reference(s): Health and Safety Code Sections 13108, 13108.5, 13113, 13113.5, 13114, 13132, 13132.7, 13133, 13135, 13143, 13143.1, 13143.2, 13143.6, 13143.9, 13145, 13146, 13210, 13211, 16022.5, 17921.

ITEM 4
Chapter 9 Fire Protection and Life Safety Systems, Section 907 Fire Alarm and Detection Systems
[SFM proposes modifications and relocation of existing amendments.]
[bookmark: _Hlk214921486]SUB-ITEM 4-1
Sections 907.2.5.1, 907.2.6.3.4, 907.2.28.1 and 907.6.4
[bookmark: _Hlk214921497][SFM proposes relocating existing CA amendments that are duplicative with the model code and relocating existing amendments to 907.2.5.1, 907.2.6.3.4, 907.2.28.1.]
907.2.5.1 Group H occupancies located on the 11th story and above. Manual fire alarm boxes shall be required on each side of the 2-hour fire-smoke barrier and at each exit on the 11th story and above. For purposes of annunciation and notification, each side of the 2-hour fire-smoke barrier shall be considered a separate zone. 
…
[bookmark: _Hlk212619861]907.2.6.3.4 System annunciation. …
Fire and trouble signals of fire alarm systems and sprinkler water-flow and supervisory signals of extinguishing systems shall be annunciated in an area designated as the facility control center which shall be constantly attended by staff personnel. All such signals shall produce both an audible signal and visual display at the facility control center indicating the building, floor zone, cell complex, or other designated area from which the signal originated, in accordance with Section 907.6.4.
…
907.2.28.1 Group L occupancies located on the 11th story and above. Manual fire alarm boxes shall be required on each side of the 2-hour fire-smoke barrier and at each exit on the 11th story and above. For purposes of annunciation and notification, each side of the 2-hour fire-smoke barrier shall be considered a separate zone. 
…
907.6.4 Zones. [SFM repeals existing amendments which replace model code and proposes to bring the following model code language back to the code.] Each floor shall be zoned separately and a zone shall not exceed 22,500 square feet (2090 m2). The length of any zone shall not exceed 300 feet (91 440 mm) in any direction. Fire alarm systems shall be divided into zones where required by this section. For the purposes of annunciation and notification, zoning shall be in accordance with the following:
1. Where the fire-protective signaling system serves more than one building, each building shall be considered as a separate zone.
2. Each floor of a building shall be considered as a separate zone.
3. Each section of floor of a building that is separated by fire walls or by horizontal exits shall be considered as a separate zone.
4. Each zone shall not exceed 22,500 square feet (2090 m2). The length of any zone shall not exceed 300 feet (91 440 mm) in any direction.
Exception: Automatic sprinkler system zones shall not exceed the area permitted by NFPA 13.
5. For Group I-3 occupancies each cell complex shall be considered a separate zone. [Language relocated to Section 907.2.6.3.4.] 
6. For Group H and L occupancies on the 11th story and above, each side of the 2-hour fire-smoke barrier shall be considered a separate zone. [Language relocated to Sections 907.2.5.1 and 907.2.28.1.]
7. Annunciation shall be further divided into zones where deemed necessary by the enforcing agency.
Notation: 
Authority: Health and Safety Code Sections 1250, 1502, 1568.02, 1569.70 - 1569.74, 1597.44 - 1597.65, 13108, 13108.5, 13114, 13143, 13143.2, 13143.6, 13145, 13146, 13211, 16022.5, 17921, 18928, 18949.2, 25500 through 25545; Government Code Sections 51176, 51177, 51178, 51179 and 51189; Public Education Code 17074.50; Public Resources Code Sections 4201 through 4204.
Reference(s): Health and Safety Code Sections 13108, 13108.5, 13113, 13113.5, 13114, 13132, 13132.7, 13133, 13135, 13143, 13143.1, 13143.2, 13143.6, 13143.9, 13145, 13146, 13210, 13211, 16022.5, 17921

[bookmark: _Hlk216276685]ITEM 5
Chapter 9 Fire Protection and Life Safety Systems, Section 915 Carbon Monoxide (CO) Detection
SUB-ITEM 5-1
Section 915.2 Locations
WITHDRAWN
ITEM 6
Chapter 10 Means of Egress 
[bookmark: _Hlk220676264]SUB-ITEM 6-1
Section 1010.2.12 Delayed egress
WITHDRAWN
[bookmark: _Hlk220679446][bookmark: _Hlk212624288]SUB-ITEM 6-2
Table 1006.3.4(1) Stories and occupiable roofs with one exit or access to one exit for R-2 and R-3 occupancies
[SFM proposes to carry forward the existing amendment to this table footnote a, which was erroneously omitted during the printing of the code.]
TABLE 1006.3.4(1)—STORIES AND OCCUPIABLE ROOFS WITH ONE EXIT OR ACCESS TO ONE EXIT FOR R-2 AND R-3 OCCUPANCIES
[No changes in the table are proposed. The proposed change is in footnote “a”.]
[image: Existing TABLE 1006.3.4(1)—STORIES AND OCCUPIABLE ROOFS WITH ONE EXIT OR ACCESS TO ONE EXIT FOR R-2 AND R-3 OCCUPANCIES with no changes proposed.]...
a. ‎Buildings classified as Group R-2 or R-3 equipped throughout with an automatic sprinkler system in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1 or 903.3.1.2 and provided with emergency escape and rescue openings in accordance with Section 1031.
Notation: 
Authority: Health and Safety Code Sections 1250, 1502, 1568.02, 1569.70 - 1569.74, 1597.44 - 1597.65, 13108, 13108.5, 13114, 13143, 13143.2, 13143.6, 13145, 13146, 13211, 16022.5, 17921, 18928, 18949.2, 25500 through 25545; Government Code Sections 51176, 51177, 51178, 51179 and 51189; Public Education Code 17074.50; Public Resources Code Sections 4201 through 4204.
Reference(s): Health and Safety Code Sections 13108, 13108.5, 13113, 13113.5, 13114, 13132, 13132.7, 13133, 13135, 13143, 13143.1, 13143.2, 13143.6, 13143.9, 13145, 13146, 13210, 13211, 16022.5, 17921.
ITEM 7
Chapter 35 Referenced Standards
SUB-ITEM 7-1
NFPA 72-25 National Fire Alarm Signaling Code, Section 12.4.2 Pathway Survivability Level 1.
[The SFM proposes this amendment to NFPA 72, Section 12.4.2 clarify requirements for “Pathway Survivability Level 1”. Existing NFPA 72, Section 12.4.2 language, which is not currently in 2025 CBC Chapter 35, is shown in upright text below.]
Revise Section 12.4.2 as follows:
12.4.2 Pathway Survivability Level 1. Pathway survivability Level 1 shall consist of pathways one of the following:
(1) Pathways in buildings that are fully protected by an automatic sprinkler system in accordance with NFPA 13 with any interconnecting conductors, cables, or other physical pathways protected by metal raceways or metal armored cables.
(2) Pathways in buildings that are protected by an automatic sprinkler system in accordance with NFPA 13R with any interconnecting conductors, cables, or other physical pathways protected by metal raceways or metal armored cables and are installed in sprinkler protected areas only.
[bookmark: _Hlk219155775]SUB-ITEM 7-2
NFPA 72-25 National Fire Alarm Signaling Code, Section 26.2.11.3
[bookmark: _Hlk220671617][The SFM proposes to delete Section 26.2.11.3. Existing NFPA 72, Section 26.2.11.3 language shown in upright and strikeout text below is not printed in 2025 CBC Chapter 35 and is shown here to make it clear what NFPA 72 language SFM intends to delete as an amendment in 2025 CBC.]
Delete Section 26.2.11.3
26.2.11.3 ASP facilities that support the delivery of signals to a supervising station from a protected premises fire alarm system installed in accordance with this Code shall conform to the construction, fire protection, physical security, cybersecurity, emergency lighting, power, communications infrastructure, and service resiliency requirements contained in UL 827, Central-Station Alarm Services.
Notation: 
Authority: Health and Safety Code Sections 1250, 1502, 1568.02, 1569.70 - 1569.74, 1597.44 - 1597.65, 13108, 13108.5, 13114, 13143, 13143.2, 13143.6, 13145, 13146, 13211, 16022.5, 17921, 18928, 18949.2, 25500 through 25545; Government Code Sections 51176, 51177, 51178, 51179 and 51189; Public Education Code 17074.50; Public Resources Code Sections 4201 through 4204.
Reference(s): Health and Safety Code Sections 13108, 13108.5, 13113, 13113.5, 13114, 13132, 13132.7, 13133, 13135, 13143, 13143.1, 13143.2, 13143.6, 13143.9, 13145, 13146, 13210, 13211, 16022.5, 17921.
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