STATE OF CALIFORNIA
BUILDING STANDARDS COMMISSION
INITIAL EXPRESS TERMS
FOR PROPOSED BUILDING STANDARDS OF THE 
CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
REGARDING THE 
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(HCD 1-AC 01/25)
The state agency shall draft the regulations in plain, straightforward language, avoiding technical terms as much as possible and using a coherent and easily readable style. The agency shall draft the regulation in plain English. A notation shall follow the express terms of each regulation listing the specific statutes authorizing the adoption and listing specific statutes being implemented, interpreted, or made specific (Government Code Section 11346.2(a)(1)).
If using assistive technology, please adjust your settings to recognize underline, strikeout, italic and ellipsis.
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· Repealed California amendments appear in italic and strikeout
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INITIAL EXPRESS TERMS
[The California Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD) proposes to adopt identical amendments to the California Building Code (CBC), California Electrical Code (CEC), California Mechanical Code (CMC) and California Plumbing Code (CPC). See items 1, 3, 4, and 5]
2025 CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE, Part 2 (Associated items 3, 4, and 5)
ITEM 1
Chapter 1, Administration, Division I, California Administration, Section 1.8.2.1.2 Housing accessibility. 
HCD proposes to continue to adopt the above referenced section with amendments as follows: 
1.8.2.1.2 Housing accessibility. 
Covered multifamily dwellings as defined in Chapter 2 including, but not limited to, lodging houses, dormitories, timeshares, condominiums, shelters for homeless persons, congregate residences, apartments, dwellings, employee housing, factory-built housing and other types of dwellings containing sleeping accommodations with or without common toilet or cooking facilities. 
Sections of this code identified by the abbreviation “HCD 1-AC” require specific accommodations for persons with disabilities as defined in Chapter 2. The application of such provisions shall be in conjunction with other requirements of this code and apply only to newly constructed covered multifamily dwellings as defined in Chapter 2. “HCD 1-AC” applications include, but are not limited to, the following:
1. All newly constructed covered multifamily dwellings as defined in Chapter 2.
2. New common use areas as defined in Chapter 2, serving existing covered multifamily dwellings.
3. Additions to existing buildings, where the addition alone meets the definition of covered multifamily dwellings as defined in Chapter 2.
4. New common use areas serving new covered multifamily dwellings.
5. Where any portion of a building’s exterior is preserved, but the interior of the building is removed, including all structural portions of floors and ceilings, the building is considered a new building for determining the application of Chapter 11A.
“HCD 1-AC” building standards generally do not apply to public use areas or public accommodations such as hotels and motels, and public housing. Public use areas, public accommodations and public housing, as defined in Chapter 2, are subject to the Division of the State Architect (DSA-AC) in Chapter 11B, and are referenced in Section 1.9.1.
Newly constructed covered multifamily dwellings, which can also be defined as public housing, shall be subject to the requirements of Chapter 11A and Chapter 11B.
Notation:
[bookmark: _Hlk221021355]Authority: Health and Safety Code Sections 17040, 17920.9, 17921, 17922, 18300, 18620, 18630, 18640, 18670, 18865, 18871.3, 18873, 18873.1 through 18873.5, and 19990; and Government Code Sections 12955.1 and 12955.1.1.
References: Health and Safety Code Sections 17000 through 17062.5, 17910 through 17995.5, 18200 through 18700, 18860 through 18874, 18941, 19960 through 19997; and Government Code Sections 12955.1 and 12955.1.1.  
ITEM 2
Chapter 2, Section 202, Definitions. 
HCD proposes to no longer adopt a definition from the above referenced section as follows:
SECTION 202
DEFINITIONS
PUBLIC HOUSING. Housing facilities constructed or altered by, for, or on behalf of a public entity, or constructed or altered as part of a public entity’s program to provide housing pursuant to United States Code of Federal Regulations, 28 CFR Part 35, Section 35.102(a), including but not limited to the following:
1. One- or two-family dwelling units or congregate residences;
2. Buildings or complexes with three or more residential dwelling units;
3. Homeless shelters, group homes, halfway houses and similar social service establishments;
4. Transient lodging, such as hotels, motels, hostels and other facilities providing accommodations of a short-term nature of not more than 30 days duration;
5. Housing at a place of education, such as housing on or serving a public school, public college or public university.
Note: A public entity’s program to provide housing may include but is not limited to: the allocation of local, state or federal financial assistance, Community Development Block Grants, Low Income Housing Tax Credits, the California Multifamily Housing Program, loan agreements and housing bonds. Examples that are not considered a public entity’s program to provide housing may include but are not limited to: density bonuses, the receipt of public funds for the installation of energy efficiency features, seismic strengthening, water conservation and fire safety features. For additional information see “Guide to Public Housing Regulated in Chapter 11B  of the California Building Code” and the “California Access Compliance Advisory Reference Manual” available on the Division of the State Architect’s website.
Notation:
[bookmark: _Hlk221021373]Authority: Health and Safety Code Sections 17040, 17920.9, 17921, 17922, 18300, 18620, 18630, 18640, 18670, 18865, 18871.3, 18873, and 19990; and Government Code Sections 12955.1 and 12955.1.1.
References: Health and Safety Code Sections 17000 through 17062.5, 17910 through 17995.5, 18200 through 18700, 18860 through 18874, 18941, 19960 through 19997; and Government Code Sections 12955.1 and 12955.1.1.  
2025 ELECTRICAL CODE, Part 3 (Associated items 1, 4, and 5)
ITEM 3
Article 89 General Code Provisions, Section 89.108.2.1.2 Housing accessibility.  
HCD proposes to continue to adopt the above referenced section with amendments as follows: 
89.108.2.1.2 Housing accessibility. Covered multifamily dwellings as defined in Chapter 2 of the California Code of Regulations, Title 24, Part 2, also known as the California Building Code, including, but not limited to, lodging houses, dormitories, timeshares, condominiums, shelters for homeless persons, congregate residences, apartments, dwellings, employee housing, factory-built housing and other types of dwellings containing sleeping accommodations with or without common toilet or cooking facilities. 
Sections of this code identified by the abbreviation “HCD 1-AC” require specific accommodations for persons with disabilities as defined in Chapter 2. The application of such provisions shall be in conjunction with other requirements of this code and apply only to newly constructed covered multifamily dwellings as defined in Chapter 2. “HCD 1-AC” applications include, but are not limited to, the following:  
1. All newly constructed covered multifamily dwellings as defined in Chapter 2 of the California Building Code. 
2. New common use areas as defined in Chapter 2 of the California Building Code, serving existing covered multifamily dwellings. 
3. Additions to existing buildings, where the addition alone meets the definition of covered multifamily dwellings as defined in Chapter 2 of the California Building Code. 
4. New common use areas serving new covered multifamily dwellings. 
5. Where any portion of a building’s exterior is preserved, but the interior of the building is removed, including all structural portions of floors and ceilings, the building is considered a new building for determining the application of Chapter 11A. 
“HCD 1-AC” building standards generally do not apply to public use areas or public accommodations such as hotels and motels, and public housing. Public use areas, public accommodations and public housing, as defined in Chapter 2 of the California Building Code, are subject to the Division of the State Architect (DSA-AC) in Chapter 11B, and are referenced in Section - 89.109.1. 
Newly constructed covered multifamily dwellings, which can also be defined as public housing, shall be subject to the requirements of Chapter 11A and Chapter 11B.
[bookmark: _Hlk162255082]Notation:
[bookmark: _Hlk221021470]Authority: Health and Safety Code Sections 17040, 17920.9, 17921, 17922, 18300, 18620, 18630, 18640, 18670, 18865, 18871.3, 18873, 18873.1 through 18873.5, and 19990; and Government Code Sections 12955.1 and 12955.1.1.
References: Health and Safety Code Sections 17000 through 17062.5, 17910 through 17995.5, 18200 through 18700, 18860 through 18874, 18941, 19960 through 19997; and Government Code Sections 12955.1 and 12955.1.1.  
2025 CALIFORNIA MECHANICAL CODE, Part 4 (Associated items 1, 3, and 5)
ITEM 4
Chapter 1, Administration, Division I, California Administration, Section 1.8.2.1.2 Housing accessibility. 
HCD proposes to continue to adopt the above referenced section with amendments as follows: 
1.8.2.1.2 Housing accessibility. Covered multifamily dwellings as defined in Chapter 2 of the California Code of Regulations, Title 24, Part 2, also known as the California Building Code, including, but not limited to, lodging houses, dormitories, timeshares, condominiums, shelters for homeless persons, congregate residences, apartments, dwellings, employee housing, factory-built housing and other types of dwellings containing sleeping accommodations with or without common toilet or cooking facilities. 
Sections of this code identified by the abbreviation “HCD 1-AC” require specific accommodations for persons with disabilities as defined in Chapter 2 of the California Building Code. The application of such provisions shall be in conjunction with other requirements of this code and apply only to newly constructed covered multifamily dwellings as defined in Chapter 2. “HCD 1-AC” applications include, but are not limited to, the following:
1. All newly constructed covered multifamily dwellings as defined in Chapter 2 of the California Building Code.
2. New common use areas as defined in Chapter 2 of the California Building Code, serving existing covered multifamily dwellings.
3. Additions to existing buildings, where the addition alone meets the definition of covered multifamily dwellings as defined in Chapter 2 of the California Building Code.
4. New common use areas serving new covered multifamily dwellings.
5. Where any portion of a building’s exterior is preserved, but the interior of the building is removed, including all structural portions of floors and ceilings, the building is considered a new building for determining the application of Chapter 11A.
“HCD 1-AC” building standards generally do not apply to public use areas or public accommodations such as hotels and motels, and public housing. Public use areas, public accommodations and public housing, as defined in Chapter 2 of the California Building Code, are subject to the Division of the State Architect (DSA-AC) in Chapter 11B, and are referenced in Section 1.9.1.
Newly constructed covered multifamily dwellings, which can also be defined as public housing, shall be subject to the requirements of Chapter 11A and Chapter 11B.
Notation:
[bookmark: _Hlk221021481]Authority: Health and Safety Code Sections 17040, 17920.9, 17921, 17922, 18300, 18620, 18630, 18640, 18670, 18865, 18871.3, 18873, 18873.1 through 18873.5, and 19990; and Government Code Sections 12955.1 and 12955.1.1.
Reference(s): Health and Safety Code Sections 17000 through 17062.5, 17910 through 17995.5, 18200 through 18700, 18860 through 18874, 18941, 19960 through 19997; and Government Code Sections 12955.1 and 129551.1. 
2025 CALIFORNIA PLUMBING CODE, Part 5 (Associated items 1, 3, and 4)
ITEM 5
Chapter 1, Administration, Division I, California Administration, Section 1.8.2.1.2 Housing accessibility. 
HCD proposes to continue to adopt the above referenced section with amendments as follows: 
1.8.2.1.2 Housing accessibility. Covered multifamily dwellings as defined in Chapter 2 of the California Code of Regulations, Title 24, Part 2, also known as the California Building Code, including, but not limited to, lodging houses, dormitories, timeshares, condominiums, shelters for homeless persons, congregate residences, apartments, dwellings, employee housing, factory-built housing and other types of dwellings containing sleeping accommodations with or without common toilet or cooking facilities. 
Sections of this code identified by the abbreviation “HCD 1-AC” require specific accommodations for persons with disabilities as defined in Chapter 2 of the California Building Code. The application of such provisions shall be in conjunction with other requirements of this code and apply only to newly constructed covered multifamily dwellings as defined in Chapter 2 of the California Building Code. “HCD 1-AC” applications include, but are not limited to, the following:
1. All newly constructed covered multifamily dwellings as defined in Chapter 2 of the California Building Code.
2. New common use areas as defined in Chapter 2 of the California Building Code, serving existing covered multifamily dwellings.
3. Additions to existing buildings, where the addition alone meets the definition of covered multifamily dwellings as defined in Chapter 2 of the California Building Code.
4. New common use areas serving new covered multifamily dwellings.
5. Where any portion of a building’s exterior is preserved, but the interior of the building is removed, including all structural portions of floors and ceilings, the building is considered a new building for determining the application of Chapter 11A.
HCD 1-AC building standards generally do not apply to public use areas or public accommodations such as hotels and motels, and public housing. Public use areas, public accommodations and public housing, as defined in Chapter 2 of the California Building Code, are subject to the Division of the State Architect (DSA-AC) in Chapter 11B, and are referenced in Section 1.9.1.
Newly constructed covered multifamily dwellings, which can also be defined as public housing, shall be subject to the requirements of Chapter 11A and Chapter 11B.
Notation:
[bookmark: _Hlk221021492]Authority: Health and Safety Code Sections 17040, 17920.9, 17921, 17922, 18300, 18620, 18630, 18640, 18670, 18865, 18871.3, 18873, 18873.1 through 18873.5 and 19990; and Government Code Sections 12955.1, and 12955.1.1. 
References; Health and Safety Code Sections 17000 through 17062.5, 17910 through 17995.5, 18200 through 18700, 18860 through 18874, 18941, and 19960 through 19997; Government Code Sections 12955.1 and 12955.1.1. 
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