INITIAL EXPRESS TERMS
FOR PROPOSED BUILDING STANDARDS
OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH CARE ACCESS AND INFORMATION/
OFFICE OF STATEWIDE HOSPITAL PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
REGARDING THE 2025 CALIFORNIA PLUMBING CODE,
CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS, TITLE 24, PART 5
(OSHPD 06/25)
The state agency shall draft the regulations in plain, straightforward language, avoiding technical terms as much as possible and using a coherent and easily readable style. The agency shall draft the regulation in plain English. A notation shall follow the express terms of each regulation listing the specific statutes authorizing the adoption and listing specific statutes being implemented, interpreted, or made specific (Government Code Section 11346.2(a)(1)).
If using assistive technology, please adjust your settings to recognize underline, strikeout, italic and ellipsis.
LEGEND for EXPRESS TERMS (Based on model codes - Parts 2, 2.5, 3, 4, 5, 7, 9, 10)
· Model Code language appears upright
· Existing California amendments appear in italic
· Amended model code or new California amendments appear underlined & italic
· Repealed model code language appears upright and in strikeout
· Repealed California amendments appear in italic and strikeout
· Ellipses ( …) indicate existing text remains unchanged

INITIAL EXPRESS TERMS 
ITEM 1
Chapter 2 DEFINITIONS
Section 210 - H
Handwashing Fixture. [OSHPD 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 & 6] Handwashing fixtures consist of faucet, trim and lavatory as described:
(1) Faucets and Trim
a. Handwashing fixtures used by medical and nursing staff, patients, and food handlers shall have fittings such that all controls can be operated without the use of hands.
i. Wrist or elbow blades shall be permitted unless otherwise noted in Table 4-2.
ii. Blade handles used for this purpose shall be at least 4 inches (102 mm) in length.
b. Sensor operated fixtures shall be capable of functioning during loss of normal power.
c. Faucets shall not be equipped with an aerator but may be equipped with a non-aerating laminar flow device. The flow rate for handwashing fixtures shall not be less than 1.0 (3.79 L) gallons per minute. For public lavatory faucet, see Section 407.2.1. 
d. Faucets shall be equipped with gooseneck spouts. A gooseneck spout shall be deck or fixture-mounted so the discharge point of the spout return is at least 10 inches (25.4 mm) above the bottom of the basin and 5 inches (127mm) above the fixture rim. The water shall not flow directly from the spout into the drain. The gooseneck spout shall have a 180(+/-10) degree return with a constant radius and the outlet pointing vertically down.
e. Faucets shall be equipped with gooseneck spouts. A gooseneck spout is a deck or fixture-mounted spout so the discharge point of the spout return is at least 5 inches (127 mm) above the fixture rim.
(2) Lavatory
a. Shall be designed and installed to prevent splashing outside of the lavatory.
b. Shall be well-fitted and sealed to prevent water leaks onto or into the cabinetry or wall spaces.
c. Shall be not less than 1 square foot (0.9 square meter), with a minimum dimension of 9 inches (.23 meters).
cd. Design of lavatories and cabinetry shall not permit storage beneath the fixture basin.
de. Shall be constructed of nonporous material.
Notation: 
Authority: Health and Safety Code, Sections 1275, 18942, 129850
Reference(s): Health and Safety Code, Sections 129675-130079
[bookmark: _Hlk207271581]ITEM 2
Chapter 3 GENERAL REGULATIONS
Section 310.0 Prohibited Fittings and Practices.
310.15 Telephone and Data Equipment Rooms. [OSHPD 1, 2, 4 & 5] Where telecommunications service entrance rooms, technology equipment centers, or technology distribution rooms are provided in accordance with Section 1224.5 of the California Building Code, plumbing equipment and fixtures that are not directly related to the support of the room shall not be installed in or pass through the room.
Notation: 
Authority: Health and Safety Code, Sections 1275, 18942, 129850
Reference(s): Health and Safety Code, Sections 129675-130079
[bookmark: _Hlk207271708]ITEM 3
Chapter 4 PLUMBING FIXTURES AND FIXTURE FITTINGS
Section 422.0 Minimum Number of Required Fixtures.
422.0 Minimum Number of Required Fixtures.
422.1 Fixture Count. Plumbing fixtures shall be provided for the type of building 
…
422.2 Separate Facilities. Separate toilet facilities shall be provided for each sex.
Exceptions [Not adopted for OSHPD 1, 2, 3, 4 & 5]:
(1) Residential installations.
(2) In occupancies with a total occupant load of 10 or less, including customers and employees, one toilet facility, designed for use by no more than one person at a time, shall be permitted for use by both sexes. [EXCEPTION 2 NOT ADOPTED BY OSHPD 1, 2, 3 ,4 & 5]
(3) In business and mercantile occupancies with a total occupant load of 50 or less including customers and employees, one toilet facility, designed for use by no more than one person at a time, shall be permitted for use by both sexes.
(4) Separate facilities shall not be required where rooms have fixtures designed for use by both sexes and the water closets are installed in privacy compartments. Urinals shall be located in a privacy compartment [BSC & DSA-SS], as defined, or separate private area and be visually separated from the remainder of the room. Water closet and urinal compartments shall comply with sections 422.6 and 422.7 respectively.
[bookmark: _Hlk209516994](5) [OSHPD 1, 2, 3 ,4 & 5] For staff occupant load of 10 or less, one toilet facility shall be permitted to be used by both sexes. Toilet facilities shall not be shared between patients, staff and visitors.
(6) [OSHPD 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 & 6] [Relocated from 422.3.1, Exception 2] For public waiting areas with an occupant load of 10 or less, one toilet facility, designed for use by no more than one person at a time, shall be permitted for use by both sexes.
422.2.1 Single Use Facilities. Single use toilet facilities, bathing facilities, and family or assisted use toilet facilities shall be identified with signage indicating use by either sex.
422.2.2 Family or Assisted-Use Toilet Facilities. Where a separate toilet facility is required for each sex, and each toilet facility is required to have only one water closet, two family or assisted-use toilet facilities shall be permitted in place of the required separate toilet facilities.
422.3 Fixture Requirements for Special Occupancies. Additional fixtures shall be permitted to be required where unusual environmental conditions or referenced activities are encountered. In food preparation areas, fixture requirements shall be permitted to be dictated by health codes.
422.3.1 [OSHPD 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 & 6] Separate toilet facilities shall be provided for the use of patients, staff personnel and visitors.
Exceptions:
(1) For Primary Care Cclinics under California Building Code, Section 1226, where a facility that contains no more than three examination and/or treatment rooms, the patient toilet shall be permitted to have the patient toilet also serve the waiting areas.
(2)[Relocate to 422.2, Exception 6] For public waiting areas with an occupant load of 10 or less, one toilet facility, designed for use by no more than one person at a time, shall be permitted for use by both sexes.
Notation: 
Authority: Health and Safety Code, Sections 1275, 18942, 129850
Reference(s): Health and Safety Code, Sections 129675-130079
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[bookmark: _Hlk207271851]ITEM 4
Chapter 4 PLUMBING FIXTURES AND FIXTURE FITTINGS
Table 4-2 [OSHPD 1, 2, 3, 4 & 5] Minimum Plumbing Facilities
	SPACE
	HANDWASHING
FIXTURE
	SCRUB
SINKS3
	TOILETS
	BATHTUBS OR
SHOWERS
	SERVICE
SINKS1
	CLINICAL
SINKS

	…
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pharmacy  
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Staff toilet - Male
	12
	
	1:1-15
	
	
	

	Staff toilet - Female
	12
	
	1:1-15
	
	
	

	Compounding area for parenteral solutions
	133
	
	
	
	
	

	Sterile compounding anteroom
	123
	
	
	
	
	

	Segregated compounding area
	123
	
	
	
	
	

	…
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Rehabilitation Therapy Space
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Training toilet/bathtub
	
	
	1
	1
	
	

	…
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Soiled workroom or soiled holding
	1
	
	
	
	
	134

	[Remove Indent]Cancer treatment/infusion therapy treatment
	1:4 stations
	
	
	
	
	

	Central Sterile Supply
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Soiled work area
	1
	
	
	
	
	1

	Clean work area
	1
	
	
	
	
	

	Utility/Work Room
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Clean21
	1
	
	
	
	
	

	Soiled22
	1
	
	
	
	
	114

	[bookmark: _Hlk209524998]Primary care clinic and specialty clinics
	
	
	
	
	1
	

	Exam/treatment
	1
	
	
	
	
	

	Exam/treatment patient toilet
	12
	
	1:15
	
	
	

	Staff Toilet
	12
	
	1:1-15
	
	
	

	Waiting area public toilet
	12
	
	1:25
	
	
	

	Alternative Birthing Clinic 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	       Birthing room
	1
	
	
	
	
	

	Birthing room toilet room
	12
	
	1
	1
	
	

	Waiting area38
	12
	
	1
	
	
	



1 Each department or nursing unit shall be served by a housekeeping room equipped with a service sink. Departments may share service closets provided the departmental services are compatible. A dedicated housekeeping room shall be provided for the following services: Surgical/Catherization, ICU, NICU, nursery, dietary, renal dialysis, and outpatient surgery. The service sink shall be located in a housekeeping room, see California Building Code Sections 1224, 1225, 1226, 1227 and 1228.
…
14 The clinical sink may be deleted if all bedrooms in the nursing unit are provided with adjoining toilets with bedpan flushing devices.
…
22 If room is used only for temporary holding of soiled materials, clinical sink and work counter may be omitted. If the flushing-rim clinical sink is eliminated, facilities for cleaning bedpans shall be provided elsewhere.
…
23 Toilet shall be equipped with a bedpan flushing attachment. Sink shall be sized to allow scrubbing up to the elbows and provided with hands-free controls.
[bookmark: _Hlk203644187]…
38 Birthing clinics with three (3) or fewer birthing rooms may serve the waiting area with a non-private patient toilet.
Notation: 
Authority: Health and Safety Code, Sections 1275, 18942, 129850
Reference(s): Health and Safety Code, Sections 129675-130079
[bookmark: _Hlk207272443]ITEM 5
Chapter 7 SANITARY DRAINAGE 
Section 727.0 Emergency Sanitary Drainage. [OSHPD 1]
727.1 For new acute care hospital buildings submitted after the effective date of this code, the hospital shall have an on-site holding tank[s] to store sewage and liquid waste sufficient to operate essential hospital utilities and equipment in the acute care hospital building, to support 72 hours of continuing operation in the event of an emergency. Any general acute care hospital in operation after January 1, 2030 shall have an on-site holding tank[s] to store sewage and liquid waste sufficient to operate essential hospital utilities and equipment in the acute care hospital buildings on the campus with an SPC-3, SPC-4, SPC-4D, or SPC-5 rating, to support 72 hours of continuing operation in the event of an emergency.
[Split into new paragraph]The emergency waste holding capacity shall be based on the Water Conservation/Water Rationing Plan required in Section 616.1 to provide 72 hours of operation. In no event shall the campus on-site water storage capacity be less than one tank with at least 5,000 gallons capacity. See also California Building Code, Part 2, Section 1617A.1.40.
[bookmark: _Hlk216439865]Exception: With the approval of the Office and the licensing agency, Hhook-ups that allow for the use of transportable means of sewage and liquid waste disposal may be provided in lieu of 72 hours of on-site storage. A minimum onsite holding tank shall be provided, sufficient to support 24 hours of operation, based on the hospital’s approved Water Conservation/Water Rationing plan.instead of on-site storage if tThe hospital shall haves a plan for storage of sewage and liquid waste. This plan may include the use of leak-proof bags if adequate storage of these and other bags of waste are provided. These storage facilities shall comply with the appropriate local health and environmental authorities’ requirements, California Department of Public Health requirements for medical waste management, and comply with the following minimum requirements:
(a) Location[s]. Location[s] shall be provided for waste collection and storage with sufficient space based upon the volume of projected waste and length of anticipated storage.
(b) Enclosure[s]. Lockable room[s] or lockable screened enclosure[s] of adequate capacity to store the quantity of waste anticipated shall be provided for the washing and cleaning of containers and for the storage of sewage and waste water.
The room[s] or screened enclosure[s] shall include the following:
1. Floor and curb. A sealed concrete floor or other approved impervious flooring with a curb and with a drain connected to the sewer.
2. Water. Steam or hot water and cold water supplies in accordance with the California Plumbing Code.
Notation: 
Authority: Health and Safety Code, Sections 1275, 18942, 129850
Reference(s): Health and Safety Code, Sections 129675-130079
[bookmark: _Hlk207272576]ITEM 6
Chapter 13 HEALTH CARE FACILITIES AND MEDICAL GAS AND MEDICAL VACUUM SYSTEMS
Section 1304.0 Medical Gas and Medical Vacuum Piping Systems.
1304.1 General. The installation of medical gas and medical vacuum piping systems shall comply with the requirements of this chapter.
1304.1.1 [OSHPD 1, 1R, 2, 3, 4 & 5] Medical gas systems for health care facilities that are regulated by OSHPD (hospitals, skilled nursing facilities, and intermediate care facilities, licensed clinics, and correctional treatment centers) shall be in accordance with NFPA 99, Standard for Health Care Facilities. See California Fire Code Referenced Standards (Chapter 80) for applicable version of the Standard. See California Building Code Table 1224.4.6.1 for location and number of station outlets for oxygen, vacuum, and medical air.
1305.0 System Performance.
…
1305.3 Minimum Station Outlets and Inlets. Station outlets and inlets for medical gas and vacuum systems shall be provided as listed in Table 1305.3. [OSHPD 1, 1R, 2, 3, 4 & 5] See California Building Code Table 1224.4.6.1 for location and number of station outlets for oxygen, vacuum, and medical air.
Notation: 
Authority: Health and Safety Code, Sections 1275, 18942, 129850
Reference(s): Health and Safety Code, Sections 129675-130079
