An Open Letter to the Building Standards Commission:
Comments on the Proposed Revised 2022 CALGreen Building Code
for Light Duty Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure
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October 28, 2021

BUILDING STANDARDS COMMISSION
2525 Natomas Park Drive, Suite 130 Sacramento, California 95833-2936
Via Email: cbsc@dgs.ca.gov

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comment on the latest draft of the 2022 CALGreen
building code, released on October 13.

We are deeply disappointed that this slightly revised draft does not reflect in any way the over
2,000 comments you received as part of the 45-day public comment period, demanding equity
for electric vehicle (EV) charging access in the CALGreen building codes. Nor does it reflect any
of the suggestions you received from our coalition on September 27, 2021, which built on prior
correspondence our coalition has had with you, beginning in December of 2020.

In letters dated Dec. 24, 2020, Jan. 14, 2021, Feb. 19, 2021, April 5, 2021, and April 16, 2021,
we have repeatedly asked you to ensure that residents of new multi-family housing receive
the same access to the cost, health, and time-saving benefits of home EV charging that
residents of new single-family housing have enjoyed since 2015.

Our letter of September 27 also included an expert-reviewed cost-benefit analysis, detailing that
a modest additional $28 million investment in EV charging infrastructure would save the state
over $1.4 billion in avoided costs’. We all know installing EV infrastructure at the time of new
construction is far cheaper than retrofitting later. Providing equitable access to EV charging in
multi-family housing results in greater economic and health benefits for residents, workers, and
for California as a whole, while yielding greater emissions reductions at significantly lower cost.

In fact, the only substantive change to the code in this version was a step backward, increasing
costs and complexity by ‘clarifying’ language about Automated Load Management Systems
(ALMS). This change would, in effect, provide a disincentive to developers for providing
charging above the minimum required, by further limiting the potential of ALMS. The code
already sets minimum power capacity thresholds for stations that are managed by an ALMS,
which can provide EVs with sufficient energy. We therefore strongly urge you to remove this
new language from the code and retain the language from the previous version.

We need an equitable CALGreen that ensures we spend limited resources wisely and achieve a
widespread transition to electrified transportation as fast as possible. The transition to electric
vehicles is well underway, and ALL Californians deserve to participate. As California faces an
accelerating climate emergency, and struggles to meet the Governor’s and legislature’s
ambitious goals to electrify the transportation sector, your agency can and must do more. We
therefore urge you to:

1. Increase the residential EV Ready percentage from 25% to 85%
2. Increase the number of EV spaces to 20% EV Ready and 30% EV Capable for all
Non-Residential sites

' The economic and environmental assessment also found that the coalition proposal had a shorter
payback period and a higher internal rate of return than that proposed by HCD.


mailto:cbsc@dgs.ca.gov
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XwRT19f_R7lY3lFP5CjacHoI4nnapZE58wt5_-MJt1U/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1kqLs_a9bpSFnYibfHJFX9qMoSpylaFS6c4JAt0moB-s/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Y0-GFH1xt3NPxcizWRQLueNb0TWKTu6bjV8cf3BhBGs/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bQce_6H6Tz34O5vLjTtIlsqKXxpWjbXOsqjoHqWvFoM/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KkTRxyEm5--rxmnP_KXMswsZ3AqbOLtOGrVVU7fzXYQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/119Bdd8Hd-DqEUFIbwig7bzeHFBiTel8HVyWurWGFW3M/edit?usp=sharing

3. Return missing ALMS language to Non-Residential CALGreen, and remove the
‘clarifying’ ALMS language from this version

4. Include prominent signage at all EV Capable/EV Ready parking spaces

5. Include missing retrofit language in Non-Residential CALGreen

The rationale for each of the above is found in our letter of September 27, 2021.
Sincerely,
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