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RE: Support for OSFM Proposed changes CRC-ltem 4, CBC-Item 17 & CCR: Flammability Standards for Building
Insulation Materials

Dear Members of the California Building Standards Commission:

We represent Urban Fabrick, Inc. and the William ]J. Worthen Foundation, a green building consulting firm and nonprofit
focused on education and awareness around sustainable built environment. Increasingly, our clients’ building requirements include
the use of healthy and safe materials and products, which don’t contain harmful chemicals whenever possible.

We are writing today to express our support for the California State Fire Marshal’s proposal, “Flammability Standards for Building
Insulation Materials”, which would change the California Building Code, California Residential Code, and California Code of
Regulations to permit us to specify polystyrene building insulation without added flame retardants in sub-grade applications.

Flame retardants used in building insulation have been linked to some alarming human health concerns, including neurological and
reproductive impairment, cancer, and hormone disruption. These chemicals could affect construction workers, materials
manufacturers, and materials handlers, as well as the eventual buildings’ occupants. While we design all of our buildings to be fire-
safe, we also seek to reduce exposure to toxic chemicals whenever possible. We believe this code change proposal offers a perfect
opportunity to meet both of these goals.

A 2017 report by the State Fire Marshal clearly shows that below-grade polystyrene insulation without added flame retardants has
comparable fire safety to insulation with flame retardants. Without a fire safety benefit, there is no reason for these toxic chemicals
to be added to this material. Removing them from below-grade uses would reduce potential human and environmental harm
throughout the lifecycle of the insulation—which would increase public safety.

We are always looking for ways to meet the increasing demand from our clients for products free from chemicals of concern,
especially where they do not provide a substantial increase in safety or performance. Our firms would like to have the choice to
specify an insulation product that is both safe from fire risks and does not contain harmful flame retardants.

We urge the California Building Standards Commission to approve the OSFM'’s proposed changes to Flammability
Standards in Building Insulation Materials, to allow us the option to choose less toxic materials,

Sincerely,

o’

Kyle Pickett, MSOD
Co-Founder & COO, URBAN FABRICK, Inc.

Co-Founder & Executive Director, The William ]. Worthen Foundation

cc: Chief Dennis Mathisen, CA Office of the State Fire Marshal
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