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October 22~, 2018

California Building Standards Commission
2525 Natomas Park Drive, Suite 130
Sacramento, CA 95833-2936

RE: Support for the Office of the State Fire Marshal Proposal: Flammability Standards for Building insulation
Materials

Dear Members of the California Building Standards Commission:

I am writing in support of the California State Fire Marshal’s proposal “Flammability Standards for Building
Insulation Materials” which would allow the use of polystyrene building insulation without added flame
retardants in below-grade applications.

My name is Ernest Pacheco. | am the Environmental Programs Coordinator for the Communications Workers of
America (CWA) District 9. CWA District 9 represents over 50,000 California workers. CWA members work in
telecommunications and information technology, the airline industry, news media, broadcast and cable
television, education, health care and public service, law enforcement, manufacturing and other fields.

I am aware of extensive research documenting the harmful impact of flame retardant chemicals on the general
public, and specifically on vulnerable worker populations. Workers can be continuously exposed to chemicals
from building materials throughout the construction process: during storage, installation, and demolition. Flame
retardants used in building insulation have been associated with neurological and reproductive impairment,
cancer, and ecosystem toxicity. Allowing contractors to use insulation without such hazardous chemicals can
protect worker health and maintain fire safety on the jobsite.

| have read the study released by the California State Fire Marshal finding that the fire safety performance of
below-grade polystyrene insulation is comparable whether or not flame retardants are present.! This means that
the addition of these harmful chemicals to below-grade insulation materials does not make worksites or
people significantly safer from fire. Moreover, the presence of these chemicals in polystyrene building insulation
below-grade represents an unnecessary occupational exposure to toxic flame retardants for future demolition
workers, who often don’t have adequate personal protective equipment or information about chemicals or
materials they are dismantling. The building code should not stand in the way of contractors who want to reduce
exposure to hazardous chemicals on their worksites.

| urge the California Building Standards Commission to approve the OSFM’s proposed changes to Flammability
Standards in Building Insulation Materials.

Sincerely,

Ernest Pacheco

District Environment Programs Coordinator
Communications Workers of America, District 9
(510) 677 8452

erniepacheco@cwa9412.org

CC: Chief Dennis Mathisen, Office of the State Fire Marshal

! Oklahoma State University, Flammability Standards for Building Insulation Materials, Final Report, August 2017 bit.ly/OSUReport




