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DAN A. EMMETT
c¢/o DOUGLAS EMMETT, INC.
1299 OCEAN AVE, SUITE 1000
SANTA MONICA, CA 90401
Tel: 310-255-7725

October 9, 2018
California Building Standards Commission

2525 Natomas Park Drive, Suite 130
Sacramento, CA 95833-2936

RE:  Support for Office of the State Fire Marshal’s Proposed Changes
CRC-Item 4, CBC-Item 17 & CCR: Flammability Standards for Building
Insulation Materials

Dear Members of the California Building Standards Commission:

As someone in the real estate business for over forty-five years I want to lend my support
for the California State Fire Marshal’s proposed “Flammability Standards for Building
Insulation Materials” which would change the California law to allow the use of polystyrene
building insulation without added flame retardants for below-grade applications.

My company and I have a long histoty in energy conservation and green buildings, beginning
in 1991 with a pilot project to retrofit a latge office building in Los Angeles, working with
the Los Angeles DWP, the NRDC, the Rocky Mountain Institute and othets to determine
the possible cost effective energy savings in the building. The results were astounding and
we have been active in pursuing changes and upgrades in our buildings in the following years
as technology and science offer new opportunities.

These proposed flame retardant standards would appear to provide such an opportunity.
Many of our tenants, lenders and investors are very intetested in improving the
environmental footprint in buildings in which they have a stake, which would certainly
include avoiding the use of hazardous chemicals.

My understanding from the study released by the California State Fire Marshal is that the fire
safety performance of below-grade polystyrene insulation is comparable whether or not
flame retardants are present. This means that the addition of these harmful chemicals to
below-grade insulation materials does not make wotksites or buildings significantly safer
from fire, but provides exposure to harmful chemicals for our workers and occupants.

We urge you to approve the OSFM’s proposed changes to Flammability Standards in
Building Insulation Matetials. Thank you.

Sincczﬁcly
[

Dan A. Emmett



