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Commenter Contact Information 

Name: Jason Thompson Date: 10/19/2018 

Representing: Masonry Alliance for Codes & Standards 

Mailing 
Address: 
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Proposed Building Standard 

Title 24 Part #: (select one) Part 2 Section #: 2103.5 

Proposing State Agency OSHPD 

This comment is intended 
for review during: 
(select one) 

Code Advisory Committee 
45-Day Comment Period 

15-Day Comment Period 
Commission Meeting  

Your recommendation based on the criteria of Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) 
printed on the back of this form is: (select one) 

Approve Disapprove 
Further Study Required Approve as Amended 

 

In support of your recommendation above, provide the rationale based on the criteria of 
Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) printed on the back of this form. If you 
recommend anything other than approve, cite the criteria in your comment. If you oppose a 
proposed building standard, offer a solution or alternative for the state agency to consider. 
Please use separate pages if your comment does not fit in this space. 

Limitations of air entrainment admixtures are addressed in TMS 602, Article 2.2 C and ASTM 
C476, Section 3.1.5.  With respect to any other code compliance requirements, there are 
none, which makes this provision ambiguous and unenforceable.   

 

Attachments? 
  Check if you have attached additional pages. The number of pages attached is:       
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BUILDING STANDARDS COMMISSION 
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Instructions for completing this form 

1. Use of this form is optional. It helps CBSC and other state proposing agencies to correctly 
administer your comments. 

2. For matters to be considered at a public CBSC Code Advisory Committee (CAC) meeting, 
written comments should be received at least seven days before the scheduled meeting.  

3. For matters subject to a 45-Day or 15-Day public comment period announced by a Notice of 
Proposed Action (NOPA), written comments must be received on or before the close of the 
comment period identified in the NOPA.  

4. Separate comment forms are necessary for CAC and public comment periods. 
5. Separate comment forms are necessary for each state agency proposal. 
6. This form is available in fill-and-print format at the CBSC website, www.bsc.ca.gov, for you to 

complete and submit electronically. Or print a blank form and type or complete by hand. You 
may attach additional pages if necessary. 

7. Submit comments to CBSC, 2525 Natomas Park Drive, Suite 130, Sacramento, CA 95833-
2936, or by email to cbsc@dgs.ca.gov. Please do not fax comments. 

8. Written and oral comments may also be provided at CBSC public meetings to consider the 
proposed building standards. 

For assistance, call CBSC at (916) 263-0916 or email cbsc@dgs.ca.gov. 

Building Standards Nine-Point Criteria. Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) reads: 

(a) Any building standard adopted or proposed by state agencies shall be submitted to, and approved 
or adopted by, the California Building Standards Commission prior to codification. Prior to submission 
to the commission, building standards shall be adopted in compliance with the procedures specified in 
Article 5 (commencing with Section 11346) of Chapter 3.5 of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the 
Government Code. Building standards adopted by state agencies and submitted to the commission for 
approval shall be accompanied by an analysis written by the adopting agency or state agency that 
proposes the building standards which shall, to the satisfaction of the commission, justify the approval 
thereof in terms of the following criteria: 

(1) The proposed building standards do not conflict with, overlap, or duplicate other building 
standards. 
(2) The proposed building standard is within the parameters established by enabling legislation and is 
not expressly within the exclusive jurisdiction of another agency. 
(3) The public interest requires the adoption of the building standards. The public interest includes, 
but is not limited to, health and safety, resource efficiency, fire safety, seismic safety, building and 
building system performance, and consistency with environmental, public health, and accessibility 
statutes and regulations. 
(4) The proposed building standard is not unreasonable, arbitrary, unfair, or capricious, in whole or in 
part. 
(5) The cost to the public is reasonable, based on the overall benefit to be derived from the building 
standards. 
(6) The proposed building standard is not unnecessarily ambiguous or vague, in whole or in part. 
(7) The applicable national specifications, published standards, and model codes have been 
incorporated therein as provided in this part, where appropriate. 

(A) If a national specification, published standard, or model code does not adequately address the 
goals of the state agency, a statement defining the inadequacy shall accompany the proposed 
building standard when submitted to the commission. 
(B) If there is no national specification, published standard, or model code that is relevant to the 
proposed building standard, the state agency shall prepare a statement informing the commission 
and submit that statement with the proposed building standard. 

(8) The format of the proposed building standards is consistent with that adopted by the commission. 
(9) The proposed building standard, if it promotes fire and panic safety, as determined by the State 
Fire Marshal, has the written approval of the State Fire Marshal. 
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Commenter Contact Information 

Name: Jason Thompson Date: 10/19/2018 

Representing: Masonry Alliance for Codes & Standards 

Mailing 
Address: 

Number & Street: 13750 Sunrise Valley Drive 

City:  Herndon State: VA Zip Code: 20171 

Telephone #: 703-713-1900 Email: jthompson@ncma.org 
 

Proposed Building Standard 

Title 24 Part #: (select one) Part 2 Section #: 2104.2.1 

Proposing State Agency OSHPD 

This comment is intended 
for review during: 
(select one) 

Code Advisory Committee 
45-Day Comment Period 

15-Day Comment Period 
Commission Meeting  

Your recommendation based on the criteria of Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) 
printed on the back of this form is: (select one) 

Approve Disapprove 
Further Study Required Approve as Amended 

 

In support of your recommendation above, provide the rationale based on the criteria of 
Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) printed on the back of this form. If you 
recommend anything other than approve, cite the criteria in your comment. If you oppose a 
proposed building standard, offer a solution or alternative for the state agency to consider. 
Please use separate pages if your comment does not fit in this space. 

Mortar protrusions provide a mechanical interlock between the grout and mortar and the 
National Masonry Reference Standard (TMS 602, Article 3.3 B.2.c) limits mortar protrusions 
to less than 1/2 inch.  Mortar protrusions of this size have no negative structural impact on the 
masonry wall.  Limiting mortar protrusions to 1/4 inch provides no structural advantage to 
masonry. 

 

Attachments? 
  Check if you have attached additional pages. The number of pages attached is: 2 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
BUILDING STANDARDS COMMISSION 

DGS  BSC-25 (Rev.06/18) 2 

Instructions for completing this form 

1. Use of this form is optional. It helps CBSC and other state proposing agencies to correctly 
administer your comments. 

2. For matters to be considered at a public CBSC Code Advisory Committee (CAC) meeting, 
written comments should be received at least seven days before the scheduled meeting.  

3. For matters subject to a 45-Day or 15-Day public comment period announced by a Notice of 
Proposed Action (NOPA), written comments must be received on or before the close of the 
comment period identified in the NOPA.  

4. Separate comment forms are necessary for CAC and public comment periods. 
5. Separate comment forms are necessary for each state agency proposal. 
6. This form is available in fill-and-print format at the CBSC website, www.bsc.ca.gov, for you to 

complete and submit electronically. Or print a blank form and type or complete by hand. You 
may attach additional pages if necessary. 

7. Submit comments to CBSC, 2525 Natomas Park Drive, Suite 130, Sacramento, CA 95833-
2936, or by email to cbsc@dgs.ca.gov. Please do not fax comments. 

8. Written and oral comments may also be provided at CBSC public meetings to consider the 
proposed building standards. 

For assistance, call CBSC at (916) 263-0916 or email cbsc@dgs.ca.gov. 

Building Standards Nine-Point Criteria. Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) reads: 

(a) Any building standard adopted or proposed by state agencies shall be submitted to, and approved 
or adopted by, the California Building Standards Commission prior to codification. Prior to submission 
to the commission, building standards shall be adopted in compliance with the procedures specified in 
Article 5 (commencing with Section 11346) of Chapter 3.5 of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the 
Government Code. Building standards adopted by state agencies and submitted to the commission for 
approval shall be accompanied by an analysis written by the adopting agency or state agency that 
proposes the building standards which shall, to the satisfaction of the commission, justify the approval 
thereof in terms of the following criteria: 

(1) The proposed building standards do not conflict with, overlap, or duplicate other building 
standards. 
(2) The proposed building standard is within the parameters established by enabling legislation and is 
not expressly within the exclusive jurisdiction of another agency. 
(3) The public interest requires the adoption of the building standards. The public interest includes, 
but is not limited to, health and safety, resource efficiency, fire safety, seismic safety, building and 
building system performance, and consistency with environmental, public health, and accessibility 
statutes and regulations. 
(4) The proposed building standard is not unreasonable, arbitrary, unfair, or capricious, in whole or in 
part. 
(5) The cost to the public is reasonable, based on the overall benefit to be derived from the building 
standards. 
(6) The proposed building standard is not unnecessarily ambiguous or vague, in whole or in part. 
(7) The applicable national specifications, published standards, and model codes have been 
incorporated therein as provided in this part, where appropriate. 

(A) If a national specification, published standard, or model code does not adequately address the 
goals of the state agency, a statement defining the inadequacy shall accompany the proposed 
building standard when submitted to the commission. 
(B) If there is no national specification, published standard, or model code that is relevant to the 
proposed building standard, the state agency shall prepare a statement informing the commission 
and submit that statement with the proposed building standard. 

(8) The format of the proposed building standards is consistent with that adopted by the commission. 
(9) The proposed building standard, if it promotes fire and panic safety, as determined by the State 
Fire Marshal, has the written approval of the State Fire Marshal. 
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Commenter Contact Information 

Name: Jason Thompson Date: 10/19/2018 

Representing: Masonry Alliance for Codes & Standards 

Mailing 
Address: 

Number & Street: 13750 Sunrise Valley Drive 

City:  Herndon State: VA Zip Code: 20171 

Telephone #: 703-713-1900 Email: jthompson@ncma.org 
 

Proposed Building Standard 

Title 24 Part #: (select one) Part 2 Section #: 2104.2.1 

Proposing State Agency OSHPD 

This comment is intended 
for review during: 
(select one) 

Code Advisory Committee 
45-Day Comment Period 

15-Day Comment Period 
Commission Meeting  

Your recommendation based on the criteria of Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) 
printed on the back of this form is: (select one) 

Approve Disapprove 
Further Study Required Approve as Amended 

 

In support of your recommendation above, provide the rationale based on the criteria of 
Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) printed on the back of this form. If you 
recommend anything other than approve, cite the criteria in your comment. If you oppose a 
proposed building standard, offer a solution or alternative for the state agency to consider. 
Please use separate pages if your comment does not fit in this space. 

(Last paragraph addressing the 'description of grouting procedures'.)  This provision is 
ambiguous cannot be uniformly applied since there is no referenced criteria for describing 
grouting procedures other than complying with detailed grouting requirements contained in 
the National Masonry Referenced Standard and Code (TMS 402/602). 

 

Attachments? 
  Check if you have attached additional pages. The number of pages attached is:       
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
BUILDING STANDARDS COMMISSION 
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Instructions for completing this form 

1. Use of this form is optional. It helps CBSC and other state proposing agencies to correctly 
administer your comments. 

2. For matters to be considered at a public CBSC Code Advisory Committee (CAC) meeting, 
written comments should be received at least seven days before the scheduled meeting.  

3. For matters subject to a 45-Day or 15-Day public comment period announced by a Notice of 
Proposed Action (NOPA), written comments must be received on or before the close of the 
comment period identified in the NOPA.  

4. Separate comment forms are necessary for CAC and public comment periods. 
5. Separate comment forms are necessary for each state agency proposal. 
6. This form is available in fill-and-print format at the CBSC website, www.bsc.ca.gov, for you to 

complete and submit electronically. Or print a blank form and type or complete by hand. You 
may attach additional pages if necessary. 

7. Submit comments to CBSC, 2525 Natomas Park Drive, Suite 130, Sacramento, CA 95833-
2936, or by email to cbsc@dgs.ca.gov. Please do not fax comments. 

8. Written and oral comments may also be provided at CBSC public meetings to consider the 
proposed building standards. 

For assistance, call CBSC at (916) 263-0916 or email cbsc@dgs.ca.gov. 

Building Standards Nine-Point Criteria. Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) reads: 

(a) Any building standard adopted or proposed by state agencies shall be submitted to, and approved 
or adopted by, the California Building Standards Commission prior to codification. Prior to submission 
to the commission, building standards shall be adopted in compliance with the procedures specified in 
Article 5 (commencing with Section 11346) of Chapter 3.5 of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the 
Government Code. Building standards adopted by state agencies and submitted to the commission for 
approval shall be accompanied by an analysis written by the adopting agency or state agency that 
proposes the building standards which shall, to the satisfaction of the commission, justify the approval 
thereof in terms of the following criteria: 

(1) The proposed building standards do not conflict with, overlap, or duplicate other building 
standards. 
(2) The proposed building standard is within the parameters established by enabling legislation and is 
not expressly within the exclusive jurisdiction of another agency. 
(3) The public interest requires the adoption of the building standards. The public interest includes, 
but is not limited to, health and safety, resource efficiency, fire safety, seismic safety, building and 
building system performance, and consistency with environmental, public health, and accessibility 
statutes and regulations. 
(4) The proposed building standard is not unreasonable, arbitrary, unfair, or capricious, in whole or in 
part. 
(5) The cost to the public is reasonable, based on the overall benefit to be derived from the building 
standards. 
(6) The proposed building standard is not unnecessarily ambiguous or vague, in whole or in part. 
(7) The applicable national specifications, published standards, and model codes have been 
incorporated therein as provided in this part, where appropriate. 

(A) If a national specification, published standard, or model code does not adequately address the 
goals of the state agency, a statement defining the inadequacy shall accompany the proposed 
building standard when submitted to the commission. 
(B) If there is no national specification, published standard, or model code that is relevant to the 
proposed building standard, the state agency shall prepare a statement informing the commission 
and submit that statement with the proposed building standard. 

(8) The format of the proposed building standards is consistent with that adopted by the commission. 
(9) The proposed building standard, if it promotes fire and panic safety, as determined by the State 
Fire Marshal, has the written approval of the State Fire Marshal. 
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For Publication in Title 24, California Code of Regulations 
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Commenter Contact Information 

Name: Jason Thompson Date: 10/19/2018 

Representing: Masonry Alliance for Codes & Standards 

Mailing 
Address: 

Number & Street: 13750 Sunrise Valley Drive 

City:  Herndon State: VA Zip Code: 20171 

Telephone #: 703-713-1900 Email: jthompson@ncma.org 
 

Proposed Building Standard 

Title 24 Part #: (select one) Part 2 Section #: 2104A.1.3.1.2.2 

Proposing State Agency OSHPD 

This comment is intended 
for review during: 
(select one) 

Code Advisory Committee 
45-Day Comment Period 

15-Day Comment Period 
Commission Meeting  

Your recommendation based on the criteria of Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) 
printed on the back of this form is: (select one) 

Approve Disapprove 
Further Study Required Approve as Amended 

 

In support of your recommendation above, provide the rationale based on the criteria of 
Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) printed on the back of this form. If you 
recommend anything other than approve, cite the criteria in your comment. If you oppose a 
proposed building standard, offer a solution or alternative for the state agency to consider. 
Please use separate pages if your comment does not fit in this space. 

The consesus process of the National Masonry Referenced Standard, TMS 602, Specification 
for Masonry Structure, has determined that a low-lift grout height of 5 ft- 4 in. without 
cleanouts is not detrimental to the structural integrity of masonry.  Requiring a maximum grout 
lift of 4 ft, then providing an exception is confusing and not rationally justified. 

 

Attachments? 
  Check if you have attached additional pages. The number of pages attached is:       
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Instructions for completing this form 

1. Use of this form is optional. It helps CBSC and other state proposing agencies to correctly 
administer your comments. 

2. For matters to be considered at a public CBSC Code Advisory Committee (CAC) meeting, 
written comments should be received at least seven days before the scheduled meeting.  

3. For matters subject to a 45-Day or 15-Day public comment period announced by a Notice of 
Proposed Action (NOPA), written comments must be received on or before the close of the 
comment period identified in the NOPA.  

4. Separate comment forms are necessary for CAC and public comment periods. 
5. Separate comment forms are necessary for each state agency proposal. 
6. This form is available in fill-and-print format at the CBSC website, www.bsc.ca.gov, for you to 

complete and submit electronically. Or print a blank form and type or complete by hand. You 
may attach additional pages if necessary. 

7. Submit comments to CBSC, 2525 Natomas Park Drive, Suite 130, Sacramento, CA 95833-
2936, or by email to cbsc@dgs.ca.gov. Please do not fax comments. 

8. Written and oral comments may also be provided at CBSC public meetings to consider the 
proposed building standards. 

For assistance, call CBSC at (916) 263-0916 or email cbsc@dgs.ca.gov. 

Building Standards Nine-Point Criteria. Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) reads: 

(a) Any building standard adopted or proposed by state agencies shall be submitted to, and approved 
or adopted by, the California Building Standards Commission prior to codification. Prior to submission 
to the commission, building standards shall be adopted in compliance with the procedures specified in 
Article 5 (commencing with Section 11346) of Chapter 3.5 of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the 
Government Code. Building standards adopted by state agencies and submitted to the commission for 
approval shall be accompanied by an analysis written by the adopting agency or state agency that 
proposes the building standards which shall, to the satisfaction of the commission, justify the approval 
thereof in terms of the following criteria: 

(1) The proposed building standards do not conflict with, overlap, or duplicate other building 
standards. 
(2) The proposed building standard is within the parameters established by enabling legislation and is 
not expressly within the exclusive jurisdiction of another agency. 
(3) The public interest requires the adoption of the building standards. The public interest includes, 
but is not limited to, health and safety, resource efficiency, fire safety, seismic safety, building and 
building system performance, and consistency with environmental, public health, and accessibility 
statutes and regulations. 
(4) The proposed building standard is not unreasonable, arbitrary, unfair, or capricious, in whole or in 
part. 
(5) The cost to the public is reasonable, based on the overall benefit to be derived from the building 
standards. 
(6) The proposed building standard is not unnecessarily ambiguous or vague, in whole or in part. 
(7) The applicable national specifications, published standards, and model codes have been 
incorporated therein as provided in this part, where appropriate. 

(A) If a national specification, published standard, or model code does not adequately address the 
goals of the state agency, a statement defining the inadequacy shall accompany the proposed 
building standard when submitted to the commission. 
(B) If there is no national specification, published standard, or model code that is relevant to the 
proposed building standard, the state agency shall prepare a statement informing the commission 
and submit that statement with the proposed building standard. 

(8) The format of the proposed building standards is consistent with that adopted by the commission. 
(9) The proposed building standard, if it promotes fire and panic safety, as determined by the State 
Fire Marshal, has the written approval of the State Fire Marshal. 
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PUBLIC COMMENT on PROPOSED BUILDING STANDARDS 

For Publication in Title 24, California Code of Regulations 
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Commenter Contact Information 

Name: Jason Thompson Date: 10/19/2018 

Representing: Masonry Alliance for Codes & Standards 

Mailing 
Address: 

Number & Street: 13750 Sunrise Valley Drive 

City:  Herndon State: VA Zip Code: 20171 

Telephone #: 703-713-1900 Email: jthompson@ncma.org 
 

Proposed Building Standard 

Title 24 Part #: (select one) Part 2 Section #: 2105.2 

Proposing State Agency OSHPD 

This comment is intended 
for review during: 
(select one) 

Code Advisory Committee 
45-Day Comment Period 

15-Day Comment Period 
Commission Meeting  

Your recommendation based on the criteria of Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) 
printed on the back of this form is: (select one) 

Approve Disapprove 
Further Study Required Approve as Amended 

 

In support of your recommendation above, provide the rationale based on the criteria of 
Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) printed on the back of this form. If you 
recommend anything other than approve, cite the criteria in your comment. If you oppose a 
proposed building standard, offer a solution or alternative for the state agency to consider. 
Please use separate pages if your comment does not fit in this space. 

Paragraph 1: A design value is calculated, not assumed.  If the word 'minimum' was added 
and the word 'assumed' deleted in the first sentence, then this provision would make sense.  
The second sentence of first paragraph is a duplicative requirement of the National Masonry 
Referenced Standard (TMS 402,Section 3.1,TMS 602, Articles 1.4 and 1.6 A).   

 

Attachments? 
  Check if you have attached additional pages. The number of pages attached is:       
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BUILDING STANDARDS COMMISSION 

DGS  BSC-25 (Rev.06/18) 2 

Instructions for completing this form 

1. Use of this form is optional. It helps CBSC and other state proposing agencies to correctly 
administer your comments. 

2. For matters to be considered at a public CBSC Code Advisory Committee (CAC) meeting, 
written comments should be received at least seven days before the scheduled meeting.  

3. For matters subject to a 45-Day or 15-Day public comment period announced by a Notice of 
Proposed Action (NOPA), written comments must be received on or before the close of the 
comment period identified in the NOPA.  

4. Separate comment forms are necessary for CAC and public comment periods. 
5. Separate comment forms are necessary for each state agency proposal. 
6. This form is available in fill-and-print format at the CBSC website, www.bsc.ca.gov, for you to 

complete and submit electronically. Or print a blank form and type or complete by hand. You 
may attach additional pages if necessary. 

7. Submit comments to CBSC, 2525 Natomas Park Drive, Suite 130, Sacramento, CA 95833-
2936, or by email to cbsc@dgs.ca.gov. Please do not fax comments. 

8. Written and oral comments may also be provided at CBSC public meetings to consider the 
proposed building standards. 

For assistance, call CBSC at (916) 263-0916 or email cbsc@dgs.ca.gov. 

Building Standards Nine-Point Criteria. Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) reads: 

(a) Any building standard adopted or proposed by state agencies shall be submitted to, and approved 
or adopted by, the California Building Standards Commission prior to codification. Prior to submission 
to the commission, building standards shall be adopted in compliance with the procedures specified in 
Article 5 (commencing with Section 11346) of Chapter 3.5 of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the 
Government Code. Building standards adopted by state agencies and submitted to the commission for 
approval shall be accompanied by an analysis written by the adopting agency or state agency that 
proposes the building standards which shall, to the satisfaction of the commission, justify the approval 
thereof in terms of the following criteria: 

(1) The proposed building standards do not conflict with, overlap, or duplicate other building 
standards. 
(2) The proposed building standard is within the parameters established by enabling legislation and is 
not expressly within the exclusive jurisdiction of another agency. 
(3) The public interest requires the adoption of the building standards. The public interest includes, 
but is not limited to, health and safety, resource efficiency, fire safety, seismic safety, building and 
building system performance, and consistency with environmental, public health, and accessibility 
statutes and regulations. 
(4) The proposed building standard is not unreasonable, arbitrary, unfair, or capricious, in whole or in 
part. 
(5) The cost to the public is reasonable, based on the overall benefit to be derived from the building 
standards. 
(6) The proposed building standard is not unnecessarily ambiguous or vague, in whole or in part. 
(7) The applicable national specifications, published standards, and model codes have been 
incorporated therein as provided in this part, where appropriate. 

(A) If a national specification, published standard, or model code does not adequately address the 
goals of the state agency, a statement defining the inadequacy shall accompany the proposed 
building standard when submitted to the commission. 
(B) If there is no national specification, published standard, or model code that is relevant to the 
proposed building standard, the state agency shall prepare a statement informing the commission 
and submit that statement with the proposed building standard. 

(8) The format of the proposed building standards is consistent with that adopted by the commission. 
(9) The proposed building standard, if it promotes fire and panic safety, as determined by the State 
Fire Marshal, has the written approval of the State Fire Marshal. 
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Commenter Contact Information 

Name: Jason Thompson Date: 10/19/2018 

Representing: Masonry Alliance for Codes & Standards 

Mailing 
Address: 

Number & Street: 13750 Sunrise Valley Drive 

City:  Herndon State: VA Zip Code: 20171 

Telephone #: 703-713-1900 Email: jthompson@ncma.org 
 

Proposed Building Standard 

Title 24 Part #: (select one) Part 2 Section #: 2105.2 

Proposing State Agency OSHPD 

This comment is intended 
for review during: 
(select one) 

Code Advisory Committee 
45-Day Comment Period 

15-Day Comment Period 
Commission Meeting  

Your recommendation based on the criteria of Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) 
printed on the back of this form is: (select one) 

Approve Disapprove 
Further Study Required Approve as Amended 

 

In support of your recommendation above, provide the rationale based on the criteria of 
Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) printed on the back of this form. If you 
recommend anything other than approve, cite the criteria in your comment. If you oppose a 
proposed building standard, offer a solution or alternative for the state agency to consider. 
Please use separate pages if your comment does not fit in this space. 

Exception Paragraph 1, First 2 Sentences-Higher design values should be Engineering 
Judgement.  In any event, these two sentences are confusing and ambiguous.  The A/E do 
not submit test results-laboratories do.  Are the tests for the particular project, or tests in 
general?  What type of strength is intended? Compressive strength?  What is the published 
Standard for a 'stiffness test'? 

 

Attachments? 
  Check if you have attached additional pages. The number of pages attached is:       

 

For CBSC Office Use Only  Date Received:   Rulemaking Item #:   



STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
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Instructions for completing this form 

1. Use of this form is optional. It helps CBSC and other state proposing agencies to correctly 
administer your comments. 

2. For matters to be considered at a public CBSC Code Advisory Committee (CAC) meeting, 
written comments should be received at least seven days before the scheduled meeting.  

3. For matters subject to a 45-Day or 15-Day public comment period announced by a Notice of 
Proposed Action (NOPA), written comments must be received on or before the close of the 
comment period identified in the NOPA.  

4. Separate comment forms are necessary for CAC and public comment periods. 
5. Separate comment forms are necessary for each state agency proposal. 
6. This form is available in fill-and-print format at the CBSC website, www.bsc.ca.gov, for you to 

complete and submit electronically. Or print a blank form and type or complete by hand. You 
may attach additional pages if necessary. 

7. Submit comments to CBSC, 2525 Natomas Park Drive, Suite 130, Sacramento, CA 95833-
2936, or by email to cbsc@dgs.ca.gov. Please do not fax comments. 

8. Written and oral comments may also be provided at CBSC public meetings to consider the 
proposed building standards. 

For assistance, call CBSC at (916) 263-0916 or email cbsc@dgs.ca.gov. 

Building Standards Nine-Point Criteria. Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) reads: 

(a) Any building standard adopted or proposed by state agencies shall be submitted to, and approved 
or adopted by, the California Building Standards Commission prior to codification. Prior to submission 
to the commission, building standards shall be adopted in compliance with the procedures specified in 
Article 5 (commencing with Section 11346) of Chapter 3.5 of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the 
Government Code. Building standards adopted by state agencies and submitted to the commission for 
approval shall be accompanied by an analysis written by the adopting agency or state agency that 
proposes the building standards which shall, to the satisfaction of the commission, justify the approval 
thereof in terms of the following criteria: 

(1) The proposed building standards do not conflict with, overlap, or duplicate other building 
standards. 
(2) The proposed building standard is within the parameters established by enabling legislation and is 
not expressly within the exclusive jurisdiction of another agency. 
(3) The public interest requires the adoption of the building standards. The public interest includes, 
but is not limited to, health and safety, resource efficiency, fire safety, seismic safety, building and 
building system performance, and consistency with environmental, public health, and accessibility 
statutes and regulations. 
(4) The proposed building standard is not unreasonable, arbitrary, unfair, or capricious, in whole or in 
part. 
(5) The cost to the public is reasonable, based on the overall benefit to be derived from the building 
standards. 
(6) The proposed building standard is not unnecessarily ambiguous or vague, in whole or in part. 
(7) The applicable national specifications, published standards, and model codes have been 
incorporated therein as provided in this part, where appropriate. 

(A) If a national specification, published standard, or model code does not adequately address the 
goals of the state agency, a statement defining the inadequacy shall accompany the proposed 
building standard when submitted to the commission. 
(B) If there is no national specification, published standard, or model code that is relevant to the 
proposed building standard, the state agency shall prepare a statement informing the commission 
and submit that statement with the proposed building standard. 

(8) The format of the proposed building standards is consistent with that adopted by the commission. 
(9) The proposed building standard, if it promotes fire and panic safety, as determined by the State 
Fire Marshal, has the written approval of the State Fire Marshal. 
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Code Advisory Committee 
45-Day Comment Period 

15-Day Comment Period 
Commission Meeting  

Your recommendation based on the criteria of Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) 
printed on the back of this form is: (select one) 

Approve Disapprove 
Further Study Required Approve as Amended 

 

In support of your recommendation above, provide the rationale based on the criteria of 
Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) printed on the back of this form. If you 
recommend anything other than approve, cite the criteria in your comment. If you oppose a 
proposed building standard, offer a solution or alternative for the state agency to consider. 
Please use separate pages if your comment does not fit in this space. 

Exception, Paragraph 1, Third Sentence-"The design shall take into account the mortar joint 
depth" makes no sense whatsoever.  The masonry industry considers mortar joint depth as a 
horizontal dimension and considered for masonry performance in any masonry. Code 
requires a minimum mortar joint depth of the face shell for hollow unit masonry. Design of the 
masonry system takes into account the mortar joint configuration.   

 

Attachments? 
  Check if you have attached additional pages. The number of pages attached is:       
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Instructions for completing this form 

1. Use of this form is optional. It helps CBSC and other state proposing agencies to correctly 
administer your comments. 

2. For matters to be considered at a public CBSC Code Advisory Committee (CAC) meeting, 
written comments should be received at least seven days before the scheduled meeting.  

3. For matters subject to a 45-Day or 15-Day public comment period announced by a Notice of 
Proposed Action (NOPA), written comments must be received on or before the close of the 
comment period identified in the NOPA.  

4. Separate comment forms are necessary for CAC and public comment periods. 
5. Separate comment forms are necessary for each state agency proposal. 
6. This form is available in fill-and-print format at the CBSC website, www.bsc.ca.gov, for you to 

complete and submit electronically. Or print a blank form and type or complete by hand. You 
may attach additional pages if necessary. 

7. Submit comments to CBSC, 2525 Natomas Park Drive, Suite 130, Sacramento, CA 95833-
2936, or by email to cbsc@dgs.ca.gov. Please do not fax comments. 

8. Written and oral comments may also be provided at CBSC public meetings to consider the 
proposed building standards. 

For assistance, call CBSC at (916) 263-0916 or email cbsc@dgs.ca.gov. 

Building Standards Nine-Point Criteria. Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) reads: 

(a) Any building standard adopted or proposed by state agencies shall be submitted to, and approved 
or adopted by, the California Building Standards Commission prior to codification. Prior to submission 
to the commission, building standards shall be adopted in compliance with the procedures specified in 
Article 5 (commencing with Section 11346) of Chapter 3.5 of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the 
Government Code. Building standards adopted by state agencies and submitted to the commission for 
approval shall be accompanied by an analysis written by the adopting agency or state agency that 
proposes the building standards which shall, to the satisfaction of the commission, justify the approval 
thereof in terms of the following criteria: 

(1) The proposed building standards do not conflict with, overlap, or duplicate other building 
standards. 
(2) The proposed building standard is within the parameters established by enabling legislation and is 
not expressly within the exclusive jurisdiction of another agency. 
(3) The public interest requires the adoption of the building standards. The public interest includes, 
but is not limited to, health and safety, resource efficiency, fire safety, seismic safety, building and 
building system performance, and consistency with environmental, public health, and accessibility 
statutes and regulations. 
(4) The proposed building standard is not unreasonable, arbitrary, unfair, or capricious, in whole or in 
part. 
(5) The cost to the public is reasonable, based on the overall benefit to be derived from the building 
standards. 
(6) The proposed building standard is not unnecessarily ambiguous or vague, in whole or in part. 
(7) The applicable national specifications, published standards, and model codes have been 
incorporated therein as provided in this part, where appropriate. 

(A) If a national specification, published standard, or model code does not adequately address the 
goals of the state agency, a statement defining the inadequacy shall accompany the proposed 
building standard when submitted to the commission. 
(B) If there is no national specification, published standard, or model code that is relevant to the 
proposed building standard, the state agency shall prepare a statement informing the commission 
and submit that statement with the proposed building standard. 

(8) The format of the proposed building standards is consistent with that adopted by the commission. 
(9) The proposed building standard, if it promotes fire and panic safety, as determined by the State 
Fire Marshal, has the written approval of the State Fire Marshal. 
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Mailing 
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Number & Street: 13750 Sunrise Valley Drive 

City:  Herndon State: VA Zip Code: 20171 

Telephone #: 703-713-1900 Email: jthompson@ncma.org 
 

Proposed Building Standard 

Title 24 Part #: (select one) Part 2 Section #: 2105.2 

Proposing State Agency OSHPD 

This comment is intended 
for review during: 
(select one) 

Code Advisory Committee 
45-Day Comment Period 

15-Day Comment Period 
Commission Meeting  

Your recommendation based on the criteria of Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) 
printed on the back of this form is: (select one) 

Approve Disapprove 
Further Study Required Approve as Amended 

 

In support of your recommendation above, provide the rationale based on the criteria of 
Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) printed on the back of this form. If you 
recommend anything other than approve, cite the criteria in your comment. If you oppose a 
proposed building standard, offer a solution or alternative for the state agency to consider. 
Please use separate pages if your comment does not fit in this space. 

Exception, Paragraph 1, Last Sentence limiting masonry design to 3,000 psi-There is no basis 
for this limitation.  Higher design strengths may be more structurally advantageous and have 
been proven throughout California and the nation for decades.  Limiting design strength will 
cause thicker masonry walls translating into excessive and unnecessary cost. 

 

Attachments? 
  Check if you have attached additional pages. The number of pages attached is:       
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Instructions for completing this form 

1. Use of this form is optional. It helps CBSC and other state proposing agencies to correctly 
administer your comments. 

2. For matters to be considered at a public CBSC Code Advisory Committee (CAC) meeting, 
written comments should be received at least seven days before the scheduled meeting.  

3. For matters subject to a 45-Day or 15-Day public comment period announced by a Notice of 
Proposed Action (NOPA), written comments must be received on or before the close of the 
comment period identified in the NOPA.  

4. Separate comment forms are necessary for CAC and public comment periods. 
5. Separate comment forms are necessary for each state agency proposal. 
6. This form is available in fill-and-print format at the CBSC website, www.bsc.ca.gov, for you to 

complete and submit electronically. Or print a blank form and type or complete by hand. You 
may attach additional pages if necessary. 

7. Submit comments to CBSC, 2525 Natomas Park Drive, Suite 130, Sacramento, CA 95833-
2936, or by email to cbsc@dgs.ca.gov. Please do not fax comments. 

8. Written and oral comments may also be provided at CBSC public meetings to consider the 
proposed building standards. 

For assistance, call CBSC at (916) 263-0916 or email cbsc@dgs.ca.gov. 

Building Standards Nine-Point Criteria. Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) reads: 

(a) Any building standard adopted or proposed by state agencies shall be submitted to, and approved 
or adopted by, the California Building Standards Commission prior to codification. Prior to submission 
to the commission, building standards shall be adopted in compliance with the procedures specified in 
Article 5 (commencing with Section 11346) of Chapter 3.5 of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the 
Government Code. Building standards adopted by state agencies and submitted to the commission for 
approval shall be accompanied by an analysis written by the adopting agency or state agency that 
proposes the building standards which shall, to the satisfaction of the commission, justify the approval 
thereof in terms of the following criteria: 

(1) The proposed building standards do not conflict with, overlap, or duplicate other building 
standards. 
(2) The proposed building standard is within the parameters established by enabling legislation and is 
not expressly within the exclusive jurisdiction of another agency. 
(3) The public interest requires the adoption of the building standards. The public interest includes, 
but is not limited to, health and safety, resource efficiency, fire safety, seismic safety, building and 
building system performance, and consistency with environmental, public health, and accessibility 
statutes and regulations. 
(4) The proposed building standard is not unreasonable, arbitrary, unfair, or capricious, in whole or in 
part. 
(5) The cost to the public is reasonable, based on the overall benefit to be derived from the building 
standards. 
(6) The proposed building standard is not unnecessarily ambiguous or vague, in whole or in part. 
(7) The applicable national specifications, published standards, and model codes have been 
incorporated therein as provided in this part, where appropriate. 

(A) If a national specification, published standard, or model code does not adequately address the 
goals of the state agency, a statement defining the inadequacy shall accompany the proposed 
building standard when submitted to the commission. 
(B) If there is no national specification, published standard, or model code that is relevant to the 
proposed building standard, the state agency shall prepare a statement informing the commission 
and submit that statement with the proposed building standard. 

(8) The format of the proposed building standards is consistent with that adopted by the commission. 
(9) The proposed building standard, if it promotes fire and panic safety, as determined by the State 
Fire Marshal, has the written approval of the State Fire Marshal. 
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Name: Jason Thompson Date: 10/19/2018 
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Proposed Building Standard 

Title 24 Part #: (select one) Part 2 Section #: 2105.2 

Proposing State Agency OSHPD 

This comment is intended 
for review during: 
(select one) 

Code Advisory Committee 
45-Day Comment Period 

15-Day Comment Period 
Commission Meeting  

Your recommendation based on the criteria of Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) 
printed on the back of this form is: (select one) 

Approve Disapprove 
Further Study Required Approve as Amended 

 

In support of your recommendation above, provide the rationale based on the criteria of 
Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) printed on the back of this form. If you 
recommend anything other than approve, cite the criteria in your comment. If you oppose a 
proposed building standard, offer a solution or alternative for the state agency to consider. 
Please use separate pages if your comment does not fit in this space. 

Exception, Paragraph 2-Comprehensive Quality Assurance provisions are contained in the 
National Masonry Referenced Standard (TMS 402, Section 3.1, TMS 602, Article 1.4).  The 
core test has no rationale basis, does not verify compliance of specified (compressive) 
strength and adds an unnecessary cost because it is a destructive test.   

 

Attachments? 
  Check if you have attached additional pages. The number of pages attached is:       
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Instructions for completing this form 

1. Use of this form is optional. It helps CBSC and other state proposing agencies to correctly 
administer your comments. 

2. For matters to be considered at a public CBSC Code Advisory Committee (CAC) meeting, 
written comments should be received at least seven days before the scheduled meeting.  

3. For matters subject to a 45-Day or 15-Day public comment period announced by a Notice of 
Proposed Action (NOPA), written comments must be received on or before the close of the 
comment period identified in the NOPA.  

4. Separate comment forms are necessary for CAC and public comment periods. 
5. Separate comment forms are necessary for each state agency proposal. 
6. This form is available in fill-and-print format at the CBSC website, www.bsc.ca.gov, for you to 

complete and submit electronically. Or print a blank form and type or complete by hand. You 
may attach additional pages if necessary. 

7. Submit comments to CBSC, 2525 Natomas Park Drive, Suite 130, Sacramento, CA 95833-
2936, or by email to cbsc@dgs.ca.gov. Please do not fax comments. 

8. Written and oral comments may also be provided at CBSC public meetings to consider the 
proposed building standards. 

For assistance, call CBSC at (916) 263-0916 or email cbsc@dgs.ca.gov. 

Building Standards Nine-Point Criteria. Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) reads: 

(a) Any building standard adopted or proposed by state agencies shall be submitted to, and approved 
or adopted by, the California Building Standards Commission prior to codification. Prior to submission 
to the commission, building standards shall be adopted in compliance with the procedures specified in 
Article 5 (commencing with Section 11346) of Chapter 3.5 of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the 
Government Code. Building standards adopted by state agencies and submitted to the commission for 
approval shall be accompanied by an analysis written by the adopting agency or state agency that 
proposes the building standards which shall, to the satisfaction of the commission, justify the approval 
thereof in terms of the following criteria: 

(1) The proposed building standards do not conflict with, overlap, or duplicate other building 
standards. 
(2) The proposed building standard is within the parameters established by enabling legislation and is 
not expressly within the exclusive jurisdiction of another agency. 
(3) The public interest requires the adoption of the building standards. The public interest includes, 
but is not limited to, health and safety, resource efficiency, fire safety, seismic safety, building and 
building system performance, and consistency with environmental, public health, and accessibility 
statutes and regulations. 
(4) The proposed building standard is not unreasonable, arbitrary, unfair, or capricious, in whole or in 
part. 
(5) The cost to the public is reasonable, based on the overall benefit to be derived from the building 
standards. 
(6) The proposed building standard is not unnecessarily ambiguous or vague, in whole or in part. 
(7) The applicable national specifications, published standards, and model codes have been 
incorporated therein as provided in this part, where appropriate. 

(A) If a national specification, published standard, or model code does not adequately address the 
goals of the state agency, a statement defining the inadequacy shall accompany the proposed 
building standard when submitted to the commission. 
(B) If there is no national specification, published standard, or model code that is relevant to the 
proposed building standard, the state agency shall prepare a statement informing the commission 
and submit that statement with the proposed building standard. 

(8) The format of the proposed building standards is consistent with that adopted by the commission. 
(9) The proposed building standard, if it promotes fire and panic safety, as determined by the State 
Fire Marshal, has the written approval of the State Fire Marshal. 
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Proposed Building Standard 

Title 24 Part #: (select one) Part 2 Section #: 2105.3 

Proposing State Agency OSHPD 

This comment is intended 
for review during: 
(select one) 

Code Advisory Committee 
45-Day Comment Period 

15-Day Comment Period 
Commission Meeting  

Your recommendation based on the criteria of Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) 
printed on the back of this form is: (select one) 

Approve Disapprove 
Further Study Required Approve as Amended 

 

In support of your recommendation above, provide the rationale based on the criteria of 
Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) printed on the back of this form. If you 
recommend anything other than approve, cite the criteria in your comment. If you oppose a 
proposed building standard, offer a solution or alternative for the state agency to consider. 
Please use separate pages if your comment does not fit in this space. 

The entire section conflicts with the verification requirements established by the National 
Referenced Masonry Standard (TMS 402, Section 3.1, TMS 602, Article 1.4) through a 
consesus process.  The proposed additional testing is costly and does not identify any 
possible material deficiencies sooner than the frequency set forth by the National Masonry 
Standard. 

 

Attachments? 
  Check if you have attached additional pages. The number of pages attached is:       
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
BUILDING STANDARDS COMMISSION 
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Instructions for completing this form 

1. Use of this form is optional. It helps CBSC and other state proposing agencies to correctly 
administer your comments. 

2. For matters to be considered at a public CBSC Code Advisory Committee (CAC) meeting, 
written comments should be received at least seven days before the scheduled meeting.  

3. For matters subject to a 45-Day or 15-Day public comment period announced by a Notice of 
Proposed Action (NOPA), written comments must be received on or before the close of the 
comment period identified in the NOPA.  

4. Separate comment forms are necessary for CAC and public comment periods. 
5. Separate comment forms are necessary for each state agency proposal. 
6. This form is available in fill-and-print format at the CBSC website, www.bsc.ca.gov, for you to 

complete and submit electronically. Or print a blank form and type or complete by hand. You 
may attach additional pages if necessary. 

7. Submit comments to CBSC, 2525 Natomas Park Drive, Suite 130, Sacramento, CA 95833-
2936, or by email to cbsc@dgs.ca.gov. Please do not fax comments. 

8. Written and oral comments may also be provided at CBSC public meetings to consider the 
proposed building standards. 

For assistance, call CBSC at (916) 263-0916 or email cbsc@dgs.ca.gov. 

Building Standards Nine-Point Criteria. Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) reads: 

(a) Any building standard adopted or proposed by state agencies shall be submitted to, and approved 
or adopted by, the California Building Standards Commission prior to codification. Prior to submission 
to the commission, building standards shall be adopted in compliance with the procedures specified in 
Article 5 (commencing with Section 11346) of Chapter 3.5 of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the 
Government Code. Building standards adopted by state agencies and submitted to the commission for 
approval shall be accompanied by an analysis written by the adopting agency or state agency that 
proposes the building standards which shall, to the satisfaction of the commission, justify the approval 
thereof in terms of the following criteria: 

(1) The proposed building standards do not conflict with, overlap, or duplicate other building 
standards. 
(2) The proposed building standard is within the parameters established by enabling legislation and is 
not expressly within the exclusive jurisdiction of another agency. 
(3) The public interest requires the adoption of the building standards. The public interest includes, 
but is not limited to, health and safety, resource efficiency, fire safety, seismic safety, building and 
building system performance, and consistency with environmental, public health, and accessibility 
statutes and regulations. 
(4) The proposed building standard is not unreasonable, arbitrary, unfair, or capricious, in whole or in 
part. 
(5) The cost to the public is reasonable, based on the overall benefit to be derived from the building 
standards. 
(6) The proposed building standard is not unnecessarily ambiguous or vague, in whole or in part. 
(7) The applicable national specifications, published standards, and model codes have been 
incorporated therein as provided in this part, where appropriate. 

(A) If a national specification, published standard, or model code does not adequately address the 
goals of the state agency, a statement defining the inadequacy shall accompany the proposed 
building standard when submitted to the commission. 
(B) If there is no national specification, published standard, or model code that is relevant to the 
proposed building standard, the state agency shall prepare a statement informing the commission 
and submit that statement with the proposed building standard. 

(8) The format of the proposed building standards is consistent with that adopted by the commission. 
(9) The proposed building standard, if it promotes fire and panic safety, as determined by the State 
Fire Marshal, has the written approval of the State Fire Marshal. 
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Proposed Building Standard 

Title 24 Part #: (select one) Part 2 Section #: 2105.4 

Proposing State Agency OSHPD 

This comment is intended 
for review during: 
(select one) 

Code Advisory Committee 
45-Day Comment Period 

15-Day Comment Period 
Commission Meeting  

Your recommendation based on the criteria of Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) 
printed on the back of this form is: (select one) 

Approve Disapprove 
Further Study Required Approve as Amended 

 

In support of your recommendation above, provide the rationale based on the criteria of 
Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) printed on the back of this form. If you 
recommend anything other than approve, cite the criteria in your comment. If you oppose a 
proposed building standard, offer a solution or alternative for the state agency to consider. 
Please use separate pages if your comment does not fit in this space. 

Since there is no published Standard to follow for the extraction, transportation and testing of 
masonry cores, laboratories use different testing protocol rendering inconsistent and often 
erroneous test reports. 
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  Check if you have attached additional pages. The number of pages attached is:       
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Instructions for completing this form 

1. Use of this form is optional. It helps CBSC and other state proposing agencies to correctly 
administer your comments. 

2. For matters to be considered at a public CBSC Code Advisory Committee (CAC) meeting, 
written comments should be received at least seven days before the scheduled meeting.  

3. For matters subject to a 45-Day or 15-Day public comment period announced by a Notice of 
Proposed Action (NOPA), written comments must be received on or before the close of the 
comment period identified in the NOPA.  

4. Separate comment forms are necessary for CAC and public comment periods. 
5. Separate comment forms are necessary for each state agency proposal. 
6. This form is available in fill-and-print format at the CBSC website, www.bsc.ca.gov, for you to 

complete and submit electronically. Or print a blank form and type or complete by hand. You 
may attach additional pages if necessary. 

7. Submit comments to CBSC, 2525 Natomas Park Drive, Suite 130, Sacramento, CA 95833-
2936, or by email to cbsc@dgs.ca.gov. Please do not fax comments. 

8. Written and oral comments may also be provided at CBSC public meetings to consider the 
proposed building standards. 

For assistance, call CBSC at (916) 263-0916 or email cbsc@dgs.ca.gov. 

Building Standards Nine-Point Criteria. Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) reads: 

(a) Any building standard adopted or proposed by state agencies shall be submitted to, and approved 
or adopted by, the California Building Standards Commission prior to codification. Prior to submission 
to the commission, building standards shall be adopted in compliance with the procedures specified in 
Article 5 (commencing with Section 11346) of Chapter 3.5 of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the 
Government Code. Building standards adopted by state agencies and submitted to the commission for 
approval shall be accompanied by an analysis written by the adopting agency or state agency that 
proposes the building standards which shall, to the satisfaction of the commission, justify the approval 
thereof in terms of the following criteria: 

(1) The proposed building standards do not conflict with, overlap, or duplicate other building 
standards. 
(2) The proposed building standard is within the parameters established by enabling legislation and is 
not expressly within the exclusive jurisdiction of another agency. 
(3) The public interest requires the adoption of the building standards. The public interest includes, 
but is not limited to, health and safety, resource efficiency, fire safety, seismic safety, building and 
building system performance, and consistency with environmental, public health, and accessibility 
statutes and regulations. 
(4) The proposed building standard is not unreasonable, arbitrary, unfair, or capricious, in whole or in 
part. 
(5) The cost to the public is reasonable, based on the overall benefit to be derived from the building 
standards. 
(6) The proposed building standard is not unnecessarily ambiguous or vague, in whole or in part. 
(7) The applicable national specifications, published standards, and model codes have been 
incorporated therein as provided in this part, where appropriate. 

(A) If a national specification, published standard, or model code does not adequately address the 
goals of the state agency, a statement defining the inadequacy shall accompany the proposed 
building standard when submitted to the commission. 
(B) If there is no national specification, published standard, or model code that is relevant to the 
proposed building standard, the state agency shall prepare a statement informing the commission 
and submit that statement with the proposed building standard. 

(8) The format of the proposed building standards is consistent with that adopted by the commission. 
(9) The proposed building standard, if it promotes fire and panic safety, as determined by the State 
Fire Marshal, has the written approval of the State Fire Marshal. 
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In support of your recommendation above, provide the rationale based on the criteria of 
Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) printed on the back of this form. If you 
recommend anything other than approve, cite the criteria in your comment. If you oppose a 
proposed building standard, offer a solution or alternative for the state agency to consider. 
Please use separate pages if your comment does not fit in this space. 

2105.4 cannot be justified for hollow unit masonry.  The coring requirement was developed 
and for 50 years was limited to separate ‘wythes’ of masonry, then in 2010 the term ‘face 
shells’ was improperly added with no rationale.  Destructively coring masonry walls is a 
significant cost burden to the State and has no appreciable benefit. 
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Instructions for completing this form 

1. Use of this form is optional. It helps CBSC and other state proposing agencies to correctly 
administer your comments. 

2. For matters to be considered at a public CBSC Code Advisory Committee (CAC) meeting, 
written comments should be received at least seven days before the scheduled meeting.  

3. For matters subject to a 45-Day or 15-Day public comment period announced by a Notice of 
Proposed Action (NOPA), written comments must be received on or before the close of the 
comment period identified in the NOPA.  

4. Separate comment forms are necessary for CAC and public comment periods. 
5. Separate comment forms are necessary for each state agency proposal. 
6. This form is available in fill-and-print format at the CBSC website, www.bsc.ca.gov, for you to 

complete and submit electronically. Or print a blank form and type or complete by hand. You 
may attach additional pages if necessary. 

7. Submit comments to CBSC, 2525 Natomas Park Drive, Suite 130, Sacramento, CA 95833-
2936, or by email to cbsc@dgs.ca.gov. Please do not fax comments. 

8. Written and oral comments may also be provided at CBSC public meetings to consider the 
proposed building standards. 

For assistance, call CBSC at (916) 263-0916 or email cbsc@dgs.ca.gov. 

Building Standards Nine-Point Criteria. Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) reads: 

(a) Any building standard adopted or proposed by state agencies shall be submitted to, and approved 
or adopted by, the California Building Standards Commission prior to codification. Prior to submission 
to the commission, building standards shall be adopted in compliance with the procedures specified in 
Article 5 (commencing with Section 11346) of Chapter 3.5 of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the 
Government Code. Building standards adopted by state agencies and submitted to the commission for 
approval shall be accompanied by an analysis written by the adopting agency or state agency that 
proposes the building standards which shall, to the satisfaction of the commission, justify the approval 
thereof in terms of the following criteria: 

(1) The proposed building standards do not conflict with, overlap, or duplicate other building 
standards. 
(2) The proposed building standard is within the parameters established by enabling legislation and is 
not expressly within the exclusive jurisdiction of another agency. 
(3) The public interest requires the adoption of the building standards. The public interest includes, 
but is not limited to, health and safety, resource efficiency, fire safety, seismic safety, building and 
building system performance, and consistency with environmental, public health, and accessibility 
statutes and regulations. 
(4) The proposed building standard is not unreasonable, arbitrary, unfair, or capricious, in whole or in 
part. 
(5) The cost to the public is reasonable, based on the overall benefit to be derived from the building 
standards. 
(6) The proposed building standard is not unnecessarily ambiguous or vague, in whole or in part. 
(7) The applicable national specifications, published standards, and model codes have been 
incorporated therein as provided in this part, where appropriate. 

(A) If a national specification, published standard, or model code does not adequately address the 
goals of the state agency, a statement defining the inadequacy shall accompany the proposed 
building standard when submitted to the commission. 
(B) If there is no national specification, published standard, or model code that is relevant to the 
proposed building standard, the state agency shall prepare a statement informing the commission 
and submit that statement with the proposed building standard. 

(8) The format of the proposed building standards is consistent with that adopted by the commission. 
(9) The proposed building standard, if it promotes fire and panic safety, as determined by the State 
Fire Marshal, has the written approval of the State Fire Marshal. 
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Your recommendation based on the criteria of Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) 
printed on the back of this form is: (select one) 

Approve Disapprove 
Further Study Required Approve as Amended 

 

In support of your recommendation above, provide the rationale based on the criteria of 
Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) printed on the back of this form. If you 
recommend anything other than approve, cite the criteria in your comment. If you oppose a 
proposed building standard, offer a solution or alternative for the state agency to consider. 
Please use separate pages if your comment does not fit in this space. 

Designers determine the appropriate amount of reinforcement in masonry.  There is no 
rationale for arbitrarily doubling the prescriptive amount (0.003 vs. 0.002 in the National 
Consesus Standard) and reducing spacing by 50% (24 in. vs. 48 in. in National Consesus 
Standard), it has not been evaluated for economic benefit impact, and is more likely to trigger 
over-reinforced masonry elements resulting in less ductile performance. 
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  Check if you have attached additional pages. The number of pages attached is:       
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BUILDING STANDARDS COMMISSION 

DGS  BSC-25 (Rev.06/18) 2 

Instructions for completing this form 

1. Use of this form is optional. It helps CBSC and other state proposing agencies to correctly 
administer your comments. 

2. For matters to be considered at a public CBSC Code Advisory Committee (CAC) meeting, 
written comments should be received at least seven days before the scheduled meeting.  

3. For matters subject to a 45-Day or 15-Day public comment period announced by a Notice of 
Proposed Action (NOPA), written comments must be received on or before the close of the 
comment period identified in the NOPA.  

4. Separate comment forms are necessary for CAC and public comment periods. 
5. Separate comment forms are necessary for each state agency proposal. 
6. This form is available in fill-and-print format at the CBSC website, www.bsc.ca.gov, for you to 

complete and submit electronically. Or print a blank form and type or complete by hand. You 
may attach additional pages if necessary. 

7. Submit comments to CBSC, 2525 Natomas Park Drive, Suite 130, Sacramento, CA 95833-
2936, or by email to cbsc@dgs.ca.gov. Please do not fax comments. 

8. Written and oral comments may also be provided at CBSC public meetings to consider the 
proposed building standards. 

For assistance, call CBSC at (916) 263-0916 or email cbsc@dgs.ca.gov. 

Building Standards Nine-Point Criteria. Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) reads: 

(a) Any building standard adopted or proposed by state agencies shall be submitted to, and approved 
or adopted by, the California Building Standards Commission prior to codification. Prior to submission 
to the commission, building standards shall be adopted in compliance with the procedures specified in 
Article 5 (commencing with Section 11346) of Chapter 3.5 of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the 
Government Code. Building standards adopted by state agencies and submitted to the commission for 
approval shall be accompanied by an analysis written by the adopting agency or state agency that 
proposes the building standards which shall, to the satisfaction of the commission, justify the approval 
thereof in terms of the following criteria: 

(1) The proposed building standards do not conflict with, overlap, or duplicate other building 
standards. 
(2) The proposed building standard is within the parameters established by enabling legislation and is 
not expressly within the exclusive jurisdiction of another agency. 
(3) The public interest requires the adoption of the building standards. The public interest includes, 
but is not limited to, health and safety, resource efficiency, fire safety, seismic safety, building and 
building system performance, and consistency with environmental, public health, and accessibility 
statutes and regulations. 
(4) The proposed building standard is not unreasonable, arbitrary, unfair, or capricious, in whole or in 
part. 
(5) The cost to the public is reasonable, based on the overall benefit to be derived from the building 
standards. 
(6) The proposed building standard is not unnecessarily ambiguous or vague, in whole or in part. 
(7) The applicable national specifications, published standards, and model codes have been 
incorporated therein as provided in this part, where appropriate. 

(A) If a national specification, published standard, or model code does not adequately address the 
goals of the state agency, a statement defining the inadequacy shall accompany the proposed 
building standard when submitted to the commission. 
(B) If there is no national specification, published standard, or model code that is relevant to the 
proposed building standard, the state agency shall prepare a statement informing the commission 
and submit that statement with the proposed building standard. 

(8) The format of the proposed building standards is consistent with that adopted by the commission. 
(9) The proposed building standard, if it promotes fire and panic safety, as determined by the State 
Fire Marshal, has the written approval of the State Fire Marshal. 
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(select one) 
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15-Day Comment Period 
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Your recommendation based on the criteria of Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) 
printed on the back of this form is: (select one) 

Approve Disapprove 
Further Study Required Approve as Amended 

 

In support of your recommendation above, provide the rationale based on the criteria of 
Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) printed on the back of this form. If you 
recommend anything other than approve, cite the criteria in your comment. If you oppose a 
proposed building standard, offer a solution or alternative for the state agency to consider. 
Please use separate pages if your comment does not fit in this space. 

Paragraph 5-The requirement of reinforcement around openings is contained in the National 
Referenced Masonry Standard (TMS 402, Section 7.3.2.3.1) and determined by consesus to 
be appropriate.  There is no known research to suggest that increasing the reinforcement 
around openings is significantly beneficial and there is no economic analysis to substantiate 
the additional cost.  
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BUILDING STANDARDS COMMISSION 
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Instructions for completing this form 

1. Use of this form is optional. It helps CBSC and other state proposing agencies to correctly 
administer your comments. 

2. For matters to be considered at a public CBSC Code Advisory Committee (CAC) meeting, 
written comments should be received at least seven days before the scheduled meeting.  

3. For matters subject to a 45-Day or 15-Day public comment period announced by a Notice of 
Proposed Action (NOPA), written comments must be received on or before the close of the 
comment period identified in the NOPA.  

4. Separate comment forms are necessary for CAC and public comment periods. 
5. Separate comment forms are necessary for each state agency proposal. 
6. This form is available in fill-and-print format at the CBSC website, www.bsc.ca.gov, for you to 

complete and submit electronically. Or print a blank form and type or complete by hand. You 
may attach additional pages if necessary. 

7. Submit comments to CBSC, 2525 Natomas Park Drive, Suite 130, Sacramento, CA 95833-
2936, or by email to cbsc@dgs.ca.gov. Please do not fax comments. 

8. Written and oral comments may also be provided at CBSC public meetings to consider the 
proposed building standards. 

For assistance, call CBSC at (916) 263-0916 or email cbsc@dgs.ca.gov. 

Building Standards Nine-Point Criteria. Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) reads: 

(a) Any building standard adopted or proposed by state agencies shall be submitted to, and approved 
or adopted by, the California Building Standards Commission prior to codification. Prior to submission 
to the commission, building standards shall be adopted in compliance with the procedures specified in 
Article 5 (commencing with Section 11346) of Chapter 3.5 of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the 
Government Code. Building standards adopted by state agencies and submitted to the commission for 
approval shall be accompanied by an analysis written by the adopting agency or state agency that 
proposes the building standards which shall, to the satisfaction of the commission, justify the approval 
thereof in terms of the following criteria: 

(1) The proposed building standards do not conflict with, overlap, or duplicate other building 
standards. 
(2) The proposed building standard is within the parameters established by enabling legislation and is 
not expressly within the exclusive jurisdiction of another agency. 
(3) The public interest requires the adoption of the building standards. The public interest includes, 
but is not limited to, health and safety, resource efficiency, fire safety, seismic safety, building and 
building system performance, and consistency with environmental, public health, and accessibility 
statutes and regulations. 
(4) The proposed building standard is not unreasonable, arbitrary, unfair, or capricious, in whole or in 
part. 
(5) The cost to the public is reasonable, based on the overall benefit to be derived from the building 
standards. 
(6) The proposed building standard is not unnecessarily ambiguous or vague, in whole or in part. 
(7) The applicable national specifications, published standards, and model codes have been 
incorporated therein as provided in this part, where appropriate. 

(A) If a national specification, published standard, or model code does not adequately address the 
goals of the state agency, a statement defining the inadequacy shall accompany the proposed 
building standard when submitted to the commission. 
(B) If there is no national specification, published standard, or model code that is relevant to the 
proposed building standard, the state agency shall prepare a statement informing the commission 
and submit that statement with the proposed building standard. 

(8) The format of the proposed building standards is consistent with that adopted by the commission. 
(9) The proposed building standard, if it promotes fire and panic safety, as determined by the State 
Fire Marshal, has the written approval of the State Fire Marshal. 
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Your recommendation based on the criteria of Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) 
printed on the back of this form is: (select one) 

Approve Disapprove 
Further Study Required Approve as Amended 

 

In support of your recommendation above, provide the rationale based on the criteria of 
Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) printed on the back of this form. If you 
recommend anything other than approve, cite the criteria in your comment. If you oppose a 
proposed building standard, offer a solution or alternative for the state agency to consider. 
Please use separate pages if your comment does not fit in this space. 

The National Referenced Masonry Standard requires column ties at 8 inch spacing (TMS 
Section 7.4.4.2.1) for full column height.  The proposed spacing could actually be less 
conservative than the National Standard (16x16 column with #9 vertical bars and 1/2 inch tie 
= 9 inches) and there is no known research to substantiate the spacing.  
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  Check if you have attached additional pages. The number of pages attached is:       
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Instructions for completing this form 

1. Use of this form is optional. It helps CBSC and other state proposing agencies to correctly 
administer your comments. 

2. For matters to be considered at a public CBSC Code Advisory Committee (CAC) meeting, 
written comments should be received at least seven days before the scheduled meeting.  

3. For matters subject to a 45-Day or 15-Day public comment period announced by a Notice of 
Proposed Action (NOPA), written comments must be received on or before the close of the 
comment period identified in the NOPA.  

4. Separate comment forms are necessary for CAC and public comment periods. 
5. Separate comment forms are necessary for each state agency proposal. 
6. This form is available in fill-and-print format at the CBSC website, www.bsc.ca.gov, for you to 

complete and submit electronically. Or print a blank form and type or complete by hand. You 
may attach additional pages if necessary. 

7. Submit comments to CBSC, 2525 Natomas Park Drive, Suite 130, Sacramento, CA 95833-
2936, or by email to cbsc@dgs.ca.gov. Please do not fax comments. 

8. Written and oral comments may also be provided at CBSC public meetings to consider the 
proposed building standards. 

For assistance, call CBSC at (916) 263-0916 or email cbsc@dgs.ca.gov. 

Building Standards Nine-Point Criteria. Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) reads: 

(a) Any building standard adopted or proposed by state agencies shall be submitted to, and approved 
or adopted by, the California Building Standards Commission prior to codification. Prior to submission 
to the commission, building standards shall be adopted in compliance with the procedures specified in 
Article 5 (commencing with Section 11346) of Chapter 3.5 of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the 
Government Code. Building standards adopted by state agencies and submitted to the commission for 
approval shall be accompanied by an analysis written by the adopting agency or state agency that 
proposes the building standards which shall, to the satisfaction of the commission, justify the approval 
thereof in terms of the following criteria: 

(1) The proposed building standards do not conflict with, overlap, or duplicate other building 
standards. 
(2) The proposed building standard is within the parameters established by enabling legislation and is 
not expressly within the exclusive jurisdiction of another agency. 
(3) The public interest requires the adoption of the building standards. The public interest includes, 
but is not limited to, health and safety, resource efficiency, fire safety, seismic safety, building and 
building system performance, and consistency with environmental, public health, and accessibility 
statutes and regulations. 
(4) The proposed building standard is not unreasonable, arbitrary, unfair, or capricious, in whole or in 
part. 
(5) The cost to the public is reasonable, based on the overall benefit to be derived from the building 
standards. 
(6) The proposed building standard is not unnecessarily ambiguous or vague, in whole or in part. 
(7) The applicable national specifications, published standards, and model codes have been 
incorporated therein as provided in this part, where appropriate. 

(A) If a national specification, published standard, or model code does not adequately address the 
goals of the state agency, a statement defining the inadequacy shall accompany the proposed 
building standard when submitted to the commission. 
(B) If there is no national specification, published standard, or model code that is relevant to the 
proposed building standard, the state agency shall prepare a statement informing the commission 
and submit that statement with the proposed building standard. 

(8) The format of the proposed building standards is consistent with that adopted by the commission. 
(9) The proposed building standard, if it promotes fire and panic safety, as determined by the State 
Fire Marshal, has the written approval of the State Fire Marshal. 
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Your recommendation based on the criteria of Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) 
printed on the back of this form is: (select one) 
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In support of your recommendation above, provide the rationale based on the criteria of 
Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) printed on the back of this form. If you 
recommend anything other than approve, cite the criteria in your comment. If you oppose a 
proposed building standard, offer a solution or alternative for the state agency to consider. 
Please use separate pages if your comment does not fit in this space. 

This paragraph is unenforceable because is uses the word 'may'.  Lateral support 
requirements are contained in the National Referenced Masonry Standard, TMS 402, Chapter 
4. 
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Instructions for completing this form 

1. Use of this form is optional. It helps CBSC and other state proposing agencies to correctly 
administer your comments. 

2. For matters to be considered at a public CBSC Code Advisory Committee (CAC) meeting, 
written comments should be received at least seven days before the scheduled meeting.  

3. For matters subject to a 45-Day or 15-Day public comment period announced by a Notice of 
Proposed Action (NOPA), written comments must be received on or before the close of the 
comment period identified in the NOPA.  

4. Separate comment forms are necessary for CAC and public comment periods. 
5. Separate comment forms are necessary for each state agency proposal. 
6. This form is available in fill-and-print format at the CBSC website, www.bsc.ca.gov, for you to 

complete and submit electronically. Or print a blank form and type or complete by hand. You 
may attach additional pages if necessary. 

7. Submit comments to CBSC, 2525 Natomas Park Drive, Suite 130, Sacramento, CA 95833-
2936, or by email to cbsc@dgs.ca.gov. Please do not fax comments. 

8. Written and oral comments may also be provided at CBSC public meetings to consider the 
proposed building standards. 

For assistance, call CBSC at (916) 263-0916 or email cbsc@dgs.ca.gov. 

Building Standards Nine-Point Criteria. Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) reads: 

(a) Any building standard adopted or proposed by state agencies shall be submitted to, and approved 
or adopted by, the California Building Standards Commission prior to codification. Prior to submission 
to the commission, building standards shall be adopted in compliance with the procedures specified in 
Article 5 (commencing with Section 11346) of Chapter 3.5 of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the 
Government Code. Building standards adopted by state agencies and submitted to the commission for 
approval shall be accompanied by an analysis written by the adopting agency or state agency that 
proposes the building standards which shall, to the satisfaction of the commission, justify the approval 
thereof in terms of the following criteria: 

(1) The proposed building standards do not conflict with, overlap, or duplicate other building 
standards. 
(2) The proposed building standard is within the parameters established by enabling legislation and is 
not expressly within the exclusive jurisdiction of another agency. 
(3) The public interest requires the adoption of the building standards. The public interest includes, 
but is not limited to, health and safety, resource efficiency, fire safety, seismic safety, building and 
building system performance, and consistency with environmental, public health, and accessibility 
statutes and regulations. 
(4) The proposed building standard is not unreasonable, arbitrary, unfair, or capricious, in whole or in 
part. 
(5) The cost to the public is reasonable, based on the overall benefit to be derived from the building 
standards. 
(6) The proposed building standard is not unnecessarily ambiguous or vague, in whole or in part. 
(7) The applicable national specifications, published standards, and model codes have been 
incorporated therein as provided in this part, where appropriate. 

(A) If a national specification, published standard, or model code does not adequately address the 
goals of the state agency, a statement defining the inadequacy shall accompany the proposed 
building standard when submitted to the commission. 
(B) If there is no national specification, published standard, or model code that is relevant to the 
proposed building standard, the state agency shall prepare a statement informing the commission 
and submit that statement with the proposed building standard. 

(8) The format of the proposed building standards is consistent with that adopted by the commission. 
(9) The proposed building standard, if it promotes fire and panic safety, as determined by the State 
Fire Marshal, has the written approval of the State Fire Marshal. 
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In support of your recommendation above, provide the rationale based on the criteria of 
Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) printed on the back of this form. If you 
recommend anything other than approve, cite the criteria in your comment. If you oppose a 
proposed building standard, offer a solution or alternative for the state agency to consider. 
Please use separate pages if your comment does not fit in this space. 

The National Referenced Masonry Standard contains anchor bolt provisions based on 
engineering design, not presctiptive requirements.  No known rationale exists for the 
proposed prescriptive anchor bolt requirements and does not consider how the anchors are 
embedded into the masonry. No economic impact study was provided for these anchor bolt 
requirements. 
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1. Use of this form is optional. It helps CBSC and other state proposing agencies to correctly 
administer your comments. 

2. For matters to be considered at a public CBSC Code Advisory Committee (CAC) meeting, 
written comments should be received at least seven days before the scheduled meeting.  

3. For matters subject to a 45-Day or 15-Day public comment period announced by a Notice of 
Proposed Action (NOPA), written comments must be received on or before the close of the 
comment period identified in the NOPA.  

4. Separate comment forms are necessary for CAC and public comment periods. 
5. Separate comment forms are necessary for each state agency proposal. 
6. This form is available in fill-and-print format at the CBSC website, www.bsc.ca.gov, for you to 

complete and submit electronically. Or print a blank form and type or complete by hand. You 
may attach additional pages if necessary. 

7. Submit comments to CBSC, 2525 Natomas Park Drive, Suite 130, Sacramento, CA 95833-
2936, or by email to cbsc@dgs.ca.gov. Please do not fax comments. 

8. Written and oral comments may also be provided at CBSC public meetings to consider the 
proposed building standards. 

For assistance, call CBSC at (916) 263-0916 or email cbsc@dgs.ca.gov. 

Building Standards Nine-Point Criteria. Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) reads: 

(a) Any building standard adopted or proposed by state agencies shall be submitted to, and approved 
or adopted by, the California Building Standards Commission prior to codification. Prior to submission 
to the commission, building standards shall be adopted in compliance with the procedures specified in 
Article 5 (commencing with Section 11346) of Chapter 3.5 of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the 
Government Code. Building standards adopted by state agencies and submitted to the commission for 
approval shall be accompanied by an analysis written by the adopting agency or state agency that 
proposes the building standards which shall, to the satisfaction of the commission, justify the approval 
thereof in terms of the following criteria: 

(1) The proposed building standards do not conflict with, overlap, or duplicate other building 
standards. 
(2) The proposed building standard is within the parameters established by enabling legislation and is 
not expressly within the exclusive jurisdiction of another agency. 
(3) The public interest requires the adoption of the building standards. The public interest includes, 
but is not limited to, health and safety, resource efficiency, fire safety, seismic safety, building and 
building system performance, and consistency with environmental, public health, and accessibility 
statutes and regulations. 
(4) The proposed building standard is not unreasonable, arbitrary, unfair, or capricious, in whole or in 
part. 
(5) The cost to the public is reasonable, based on the overall benefit to be derived from the building 
standards. 
(6) The proposed building standard is not unnecessarily ambiguous or vague, in whole or in part. 
(7) The applicable national specifications, published standards, and model codes have been 
incorporated therein as provided in this part, where appropriate. 

(A) If a national specification, published standard, or model code does not adequately address the 
goals of the state agency, a statement defining the inadequacy shall accompany the proposed 
building standard when submitted to the commission. 
(B) If there is no national specification, published standard, or model code that is relevant to the 
proposed building standard, the state agency shall prepare a statement informing the commission 
and submit that statement with the proposed building standard. 

(8) The format of the proposed building standards is consistent with that adopted by the commission. 
(9) The proposed building standard, if it promotes fire and panic safety, as determined by the State 
Fire Marshal, has the written approval of the State Fire Marshal. 
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Approve Disapprove 
Further Study Required Approve as Amended 

 

In support of your recommendation above, provide the rationale based on the criteria of 
Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) printed on the back of this form. If you 
recommend anything other than approve, cite the criteria in your comment. If you oppose a 
proposed building standard, offer a solution or alternative for the state agency to consider. 
Please use separate pages if your comment does not fit in this space. 

The Narional Masonry Referenced Standard restricts the maximum bar size to one-half the 
cell dimension.  The is no known research to show that the one-quarter limitation is 
structurally advantageous. 
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Instructions for completing this form 

1. Use of this form is optional. It helps CBSC and other state proposing agencies to correctly 
administer your comments. 

2. For matters to be considered at a public CBSC Code Advisory Committee (CAC) meeting, 
written comments should be received at least seven days before the scheduled meeting.  

3. For matters subject to a 45-Day or 15-Day public comment period announced by a Notice of 
Proposed Action (NOPA), written comments must be received on or before the close of the 
comment period identified in the NOPA.  

4. Separate comment forms are necessary for CAC and public comment periods. 
5. Separate comment forms are necessary for each state agency proposal. 
6. This form is available in fill-and-print format at the CBSC website, www.bsc.ca.gov, for you to 

complete and submit electronically. Or print a blank form and type or complete by hand. You 
may attach additional pages if necessary. 

7. Submit comments to CBSC, 2525 Natomas Park Drive, Suite 130, Sacramento, CA 95833-
2936, or by email to cbsc@dgs.ca.gov. Please do not fax comments. 

8. Written and oral comments may also be provided at CBSC public meetings to consider the 
proposed building standards. 

For assistance, call CBSC at (916) 263-0916 or email cbsc@dgs.ca.gov. 

Building Standards Nine-Point Criteria. Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) reads: 

(a) Any building standard adopted or proposed by state agencies shall be submitted to, and approved 
or adopted by, the California Building Standards Commission prior to codification. Prior to submission 
to the commission, building standards shall be adopted in compliance with the procedures specified in 
Article 5 (commencing with Section 11346) of Chapter 3.5 of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the 
Government Code. Building standards adopted by state agencies and submitted to the commission for 
approval shall be accompanied by an analysis written by the adopting agency or state agency that 
proposes the building standards which shall, to the satisfaction of the commission, justify the approval 
thereof in terms of the following criteria: 

(1) The proposed building standards do not conflict with, overlap, or duplicate other building 
standards. 
(2) The proposed building standard is within the parameters established by enabling legislation and is 
not expressly within the exclusive jurisdiction of another agency. 
(3) The public interest requires the adoption of the building standards. The public interest includes, 
but is not limited to, health and safety, resource efficiency, fire safety, seismic safety, building and 
building system performance, and consistency with environmental, public health, and accessibility 
statutes and regulations. 
(4) The proposed building standard is not unreasonable, arbitrary, unfair, or capricious, in whole or in 
part. 
(5) The cost to the public is reasonable, based on the overall benefit to be derived from the building 
standards. 
(6) The proposed building standard is not unnecessarily ambiguous or vague, in whole or in part. 
(7) The applicable national specifications, published standards, and model codes have been 
incorporated therein as provided in this part, where appropriate. 

(A) If a national specification, published standard, or model code does not adequately address the 
goals of the state agency, a statement defining the inadequacy shall accompany the proposed 
building standard when submitted to the commission. 
(B) If there is no national specification, published standard, or model code that is relevant to the 
proposed building standard, the state agency shall prepare a statement informing the commission 
and submit that statement with the proposed building standard. 

(8) The format of the proposed building standards is consistent with that adopted by the commission. 
(9) The proposed building standard, if it promotes fire and panic safety, as determined by the State 
Fire Marshal, has the written approval of the State Fire Marshal. 
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Proposed Building Standard 

Title 24 Part #: (select one) Part 2 Section #: 2107.4 

Proposing State Agency OSHPD 

This comment is intended 
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Code Advisory Committee 
45-Day Comment Period 
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Commission Meeting  

Your recommendation based on the criteria of Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) 
printed on the back of this form is: (select one) 

Approve Disapprove 
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In support of your recommendation above, provide the rationale based on the criteria of 
Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) printed on the back of this form. If you 
recommend anything other than approve, cite the criteria in your comment. If you oppose a 
proposed building standard, offer a solution or alternative for the state agency to consider. 
Please use separate pages if your comment does not fit in this space. 

There is absolutely no justification to limit the bar size to #9.  There are other limitations based 
on the size of grout space or width of wall, but for 12 inch and 16 inch walls and large 
columns, a #11 bar may be justified and there should be adequate room for grout placement. 
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Instructions for completing this form 

1. Use of this form is optional. It helps CBSC and other state proposing agencies to correctly 
administer your comments. 

2. For matters to be considered at a public CBSC Code Advisory Committee (CAC) meeting, 
written comments should be received at least seven days before the scheduled meeting.  

3. For matters subject to a 45-Day or 15-Day public comment period announced by a Notice of 
Proposed Action (NOPA), written comments must be received on or before the close of the 
comment period identified in the NOPA.  

4. Separate comment forms are necessary for CAC and public comment periods. 
5. Separate comment forms are necessary for each state agency proposal. 
6. This form is available in fill-and-print format at the CBSC website, www.bsc.ca.gov, for you to 

complete and submit electronically. Or print a blank form and type or complete by hand. You 
may attach additional pages if necessary. 

7. Submit comments to CBSC, 2525 Natomas Park Drive, Suite 130, Sacramento, CA 95833-
2936, or by email to cbsc@dgs.ca.gov. Please do not fax comments. 

8. Written and oral comments may also be provided at CBSC public meetings to consider the 
proposed building standards. 

For assistance, call CBSC at (916) 263-0916 or email cbsc@dgs.ca.gov. 

Building Standards Nine-Point Criteria. Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) reads: 

(a) Any building standard adopted or proposed by state agencies shall be submitted to, and approved 
or adopted by, the California Building Standards Commission prior to codification. Prior to submission 
to the commission, building standards shall be adopted in compliance with the procedures specified in 
Article 5 (commencing with Section 11346) of Chapter 3.5 of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the 
Government Code. Building standards adopted by state agencies and submitted to the commission for 
approval shall be accompanied by an analysis written by the adopting agency or state agency that 
proposes the building standards which shall, to the satisfaction of the commission, justify the approval 
thereof in terms of the following criteria: 

(1) The proposed building standards do not conflict with, overlap, or duplicate other building 
standards. 
(2) The proposed building standard is within the parameters established by enabling legislation and is 
not expressly within the exclusive jurisdiction of another agency. 
(3) The public interest requires the adoption of the building standards. The public interest includes, 
but is not limited to, health and safety, resource efficiency, fire safety, seismic safety, building and 
building system performance, and consistency with environmental, public health, and accessibility 
statutes and regulations. 
(4) The proposed building standard is not unreasonable, arbitrary, unfair, or capricious, in whole or in 
part. 
(5) The cost to the public is reasonable, based on the overall benefit to be derived from the building 
standards. 
(6) The proposed building standard is not unnecessarily ambiguous or vague, in whole or in part. 
(7) The applicable national specifications, published standards, and model codes have been 
incorporated therein as provided in this part, where appropriate. 

(A) If a national specification, published standard, or model code does not adequately address the 
goals of the state agency, a statement defining the inadequacy shall accompany the proposed 
building standard when submitted to the commission. 
(B) If there is no national specification, published standard, or model code that is relevant to the 
proposed building standard, the state agency shall prepare a statement informing the commission 
and submit that statement with the proposed building standard. 

(8) The format of the proposed building standards is consistent with that adopted by the commission. 
(9) The proposed building standard, if it promotes fire and panic safety, as determined by the State 
Fire Marshal, has the written approval of the State Fire Marshal. 
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Your recommendation based on the criteria of Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) 
printed on the back of this form is: (select one) 

Approve Disapprove 
Further Study Required Approve as Amended 

 

In support of your recommendation above, provide the rationale based on the criteria of 
Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) printed on the back of this form. If you 
recommend anything other than approve, cite the criteria in your comment. If you oppose a 
proposed building standard, offer a solution or alternative for the state agency to consider. 
Please use separate pages if your comment does not fit in this space. 

This provision is contained in the National Masonry Standard for elements of SDC D and 
above.  The proposed language has no rationale to apply to an undefined term 'masonry 
components'.   
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Instructions for completing this form 

1. Use of this form is optional. It helps CBSC and other state proposing agencies to correctly 
administer your comments. 

2. For matters to be considered at a public CBSC Code Advisory Committee (CAC) meeting, 
written comments should be received at least seven days before the scheduled meeting.  

3. For matters subject to a 45-Day or 15-Day public comment period announced by a Notice of 
Proposed Action (NOPA), written comments must be received on or before the close of the 
comment period identified in the NOPA.  

4. Separate comment forms are necessary for CAC and public comment periods. 
5. Separate comment forms are necessary for each state agency proposal. 
6. This form is available in fill-and-print format at the CBSC website, www.bsc.ca.gov, for you to 

complete and submit electronically. Or print a blank form and type or complete by hand. You 
may attach additional pages if necessary. 

7. Submit comments to CBSC, 2525 Natomas Park Drive, Suite 130, Sacramento, CA 95833-
2936, or by email to cbsc@dgs.ca.gov. Please do not fax comments. 

8. Written and oral comments may also be provided at CBSC public meetings to consider the 
proposed building standards. 

For assistance, call CBSC at (916) 263-0916 or email cbsc@dgs.ca.gov. 

Building Standards Nine-Point Criteria. Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) reads: 

(a) Any building standard adopted or proposed by state agencies shall be submitted to, and approved 
or adopted by, the California Building Standards Commission prior to codification. Prior to submission 
to the commission, building standards shall be adopted in compliance with the procedures specified in 
Article 5 (commencing with Section 11346) of Chapter 3.5 of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the 
Government Code. Building standards adopted by state agencies and submitted to the commission for 
approval shall be accompanied by an analysis written by the adopting agency or state agency that 
proposes the building standards which shall, to the satisfaction of the commission, justify the approval 
thereof in terms of the following criteria: 

(1) The proposed building standards do not conflict with, overlap, or duplicate other building 
standards. 
(2) The proposed building standard is within the parameters established by enabling legislation and is 
not expressly within the exclusive jurisdiction of another agency. 
(3) The public interest requires the adoption of the building standards. The public interest includes, 
but is not limited to, health and safety, resource efficiency, fire safety, seismic safety, building and 
building system performance, and consistency with environmental, public health, and accessibility 
statutes and regulations. 
(4) The proposed building standard is not unreasonable, arbitrary, unfair, or capricious, in whole or in 
part. 
(5) The cost to the public is reasonable, based on the overall benefit to be derived from the building 
standards. 
(6) The proposed building standard is not unnecessarily ambiguous or vague, in whole or in part. 
(7) The applicable national specifications, published standards, and model codes have been 
incorporated therein as provided in this part, where appropriate. 

(A) If a national specification, published standard, or model code does not adequately address the 
goals of the state agency, a statement defining the inadequacy shall accompany the proposed 
building standard when submitted to the commission. 
(B) If there is no national specification, published standard, or model code that is relevant to the 
proposed building standard, the state agency shall prepare a statement informing the commission 
and submit that statement with the proposed building standard. 

(8) The format of the proposed building standards is consistent with that adopted by the commission. 
(9) The proposed building standard, if it promotes fire and panic safety, as determined by the State 
Fire Marshal, has the written approval of the State Fire Marshal. 
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Your recommendation based on the criteria of Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) 
printed on the back of this form is: (select one) 

Approve Disapprove 
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In support of your recommendation above, provide the rationale based on the criteria of 
Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) printed on the back of this form. If you 
recommend anything other than approve, cite the criteria in your comment. If you oppose a 
proposed building standard, offer a solution or alternative for the state agency to consider. 
Please use separate pages if your comment does not fit in this space. 

There is absolutely no justification to limit the bar size to #9.  There are other limitations based 
on the size of grout space or width of wall, but for 12 inch and 16 inch walls and large 
columns, a #11 bar may be justified and there should be adequate room for grout placement. 
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Instructions for completing this form 

1. Use of this form is optional. It helps CBSC and other state proposing agencies to correctly 
administer your comments. 

2. For matters to be considered at a public CBSC Code Advisory Committee (CAC) meeting, 
written comments should be received at least seven days before the scheduled meeting.  

3. For matters subject to a 45-Day or 15-Day public comment period announced by a Notice of 
Proposed Action (NOPA), written comments must be received on or before the close of the 
comment period identified in the NOPA.  

4. Separate comment forms are necessary for CAC and public comment periods. 
5. Separate comment forms are necessary for each state agency proposal. 
6. This form is available in fill-and-print format at the CBSC website, www.bsc.ca.gov, for you to 

complete and submit electronically. Or print a blank form and type or complete by hand. You 
may attach additional pages if necessary. 

7. Submit comments to CBSC, 2525 Natomas Park Drive, Suite 130, Sacramento, CA 95833-
2936, or by email to cbsc@dgs.ca.gov. Please do not fax comments. 

8. Written and oral comments may also be provided at CBSC public meetings to consider the 
proposed building standards. 

For assistance, call CBSC at (916) 263-0916 or email cbsc@dgs.ca.gov. 

Building Standards Nine-Point Criteria. Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) reads: 

(a) Any building standard adopted or proposed by state agencies shall be submitted to, and approved 
or adopted by, the California Building Standards Commission prior to codification. Prior to submission 
to the commission, building standards shall be adopted in compliance with the procedures specified in 
Article 5 (commencing with Section 11346) of Chapter 3.5 of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the 
Government Code. Building standards adopted by state agencies and submitted to the commission for 
approval shall be accompanied by an analysis written by the adopting agency or state agency that 
proposes the building standards which shall, to the satisfaction of the commission, justify the approval 
thereof in terms of the following criteria: 

(1) The proposed building standards do not conflict with, overlap, or duplicate other building 
standards. 
(2) The proposed building standard is within the parameters established by enabling legislation and is 
not expressly within the exclusive jurisdiction of another agency. 
(3) The public interest requires the adoption of the building standards. The public interest includes, 
but is not limited to, health and safety, resource efficiency, fire safety, seismic safety, building and 
building system performance, and consistency with environmental, public health, and accessibility 
statutes and regulations. 
(4) The proposed building standard is not unreasonable, arbitrary, unfair, or capricious, in whole or in 
part. 
(5) The cost to the public is reasonable, based on the overall benefit to be derived from the building 
standards. 
(6) The proposed building standard is not unnecessarily ambiguous or vague, in whole or in part. 
(7) The applicable national specifications, published standards, and model codes have been 
incorporated therein as provided in this part, where appropriate. 

(A) If a national specification, published standard, or model code does not adequately address the 
goals of the state agency, a statement defining the inadequacy shall accompany the proposed 
building standard when submitted to the commission. 
(B) If there is no national specification, published standard, or model code that is relevant to the 
proposed building standard, the state agency shall prepare a statement informing the commission 
and submit that statement with the proposed building standard. 

(8) The format of the proposed building standards is consistent with that adopted by the commission. 
(9) The proposed building standard, if it promotes fire and panic safety, as determined by the State 
Fire Marshal, has the written approval of the State Fire Marshal. 



STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
BUILDING STANDARDS COMMISSION 

DGS  BSC-25 (Rev.06/18) 1 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT on PROPOSED BUILDING STANDARDS 

For Publication in Title 24, California Code of Regulations 
See instructions for completing this form on Page 2. 

 

Commenter Contact Information 

Name: Jason Thompson Date: 10/19/2018 

Representing: Masonry Alliance for Codes & Standards 

Mailing 
Address: 

Number & Street: 13750 Sunrise Valley Drive 

City:  Herndon State: VA Zip Code: 20171 

Telephone #: 703-713-1900 Email: jthompson@ncma.org 
 

Proposed Building Standard 

Title 24 Part #: (select one) Part 2 Section #: 2110.1 

Proposing State Agency OSHPD 

This comment is intended 
for review during: 
(select one) 

Code Advisory Committee 
45-Day Comment Period 

15-Day Comment Period 
Commission Meeting  

Your recommendation based on the criteria of Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) 
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In support of your recommendation above, provide the rationale based on the criteria of 
Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) printed on the back of this form. If you 
recommend anything other than approve, cite the criteria in your comment. If you oppose a 
proposed building standard, offer a solution or alternative for the state agency to consider. 
Please use separate pages if your comment does not fit in this space. 

The stress restriction is duplicative with the National Reference Standard, TMS 402, Section 
13.1.1.2 (explained in Commentary) and there is no guidance on what is meant by designing 
glass block for seismic forces.   
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Instructions for completing this form 

1. Use of this form is optional. It helps CBSC and other state proposing agencies to correctly 
administer your comments. 

2. For matters to be considered at a public CBSC Code Advisory Committee (CAC) meeting, 
written comments should be received at least seven days before the scheduled meeting.  

3. For matters subject to a 45-Day or 15-Day public comment period announced by a Notice of 
Proposed Action (NOPA), written comments must be received on or before the close of the 
comment period identified in the NOPA.  

4. Separate comment forms are necessary for CAC and public comment periods. 
5. Separate comment forms are necessary for each state agency proposal. 
6. This form is available in fill-and-print format at the CBSC website, www.bsc.ca.gov, for you to 

complete and submit electronically. Or print a blank form and type or complete by hand. You 
may attach additional pages if necessary. 

7. Submit comments to CBSC, 2525 Natomas Park Drive, Suite 130, Sacramento, CA 95833-
2936, or by email to cbsc@dgs.ca.gov. Please do not fax comments. 

8. Written and oral comments may also be provided at CBSC public meetings to consider the 
proposed building standards. 

For assistance, call CBSC at (916) 263-0916 or email cbsc@dgs.ca.gov. 

Building Standards Nine-Point Criteria. Health and Safety Code Section 18930(a) reads: 

(a) Any building standard adopted or proposed by state agencies shall be submitted to, and approved 
or adopted by, the California Building Standards Commission prior to codification. Prior to submission 
to the commission, building standards shall be adopted in compliance with the procedures specified in 
Article 5 (commencing with Section 11346) of Chapter 3.5 of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the 
Government Code. Building standards adopted by state agencies and submitted to the commission for 
approval shall be accompanied by an analysis written by the adopting agency or state agency that 
proposes the building standards which shall, to the satisfaction of the commission, justify the approval 
thereof in terms of the following criteria: 

(1) The proposed building standards do not conflict with, overlap, or duplicate other building 
standards. 
(2) The proposed building standard is within the parameters established by enabling legislation and is 
not expressly within the exclusive jurisdiction of another agency. 
(3) The public interest requires the adoption of the building standards. The public interest includes, 
but is not limited to, health and safety, resource efficiency, fire safety, seismic safety, building and 
building system performance, and consistency with environmental, public health, and accessibility 
statutes and regulations. 
(4) The proposed building standard is not unreasonable, arbitrary, unfair, or capricious, in whole or in 
part. 
(5) The cost to the public is reasonable, based on the overall benefit to be derived from the building 
standards. 
(6) The proposed building standard is not unnecessarily ambiguous or vague, in whole or in part. 
(7) The applicable national specifications, published standards, and model codes have been 
incorporated therein as provided in this part, where appropriate. 

(A) If a national specification, published standard, or model code does not adequately address the 
goals of the state agency, a statement defining the inadequacy shall accompany the proposed 
building standard when submitted to the commission. 
(B) If there is no national specification, published standard, or model code that is relevant to the 
proposed building standard, the state agency shall prepare a statement informing the commission 
and submit that statement with the proposed building standard. 

(8) The format of the proposed building standards is consistent with that adopted by the commission. 
(9) The proposed building standard, if it promotes fire and panic safety, as determined by the State 
Fire Marshal, has the written approval of the State Fire Marshal. 
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