HCD Revision to 2019 CMC Initial Express Terms
DSA proposal included for information purposes only:

INITIAL EXPRESS TERMS ADDENDUM
FOR

PROPOSED BUILDING STANDARDS

OF THE

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
REGARDING THE ADOPTION OF THE
2019 CALIFORNIA MECHANICAL CODE
CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS, TITLE 24, PART 4
(HCD XXX) MERV Addendum
4A. HCD proposes to adopt Chapter 3 from the 2018 Uniform Mechanical Code
into the 2019 California Mechanical Code, with new and existing amendments as follows:
CHAPTER 3

GENERAL REGULATIONS

Section 311.0 Heating or Cooling Air System.

311.1 Source. (No change to text)

311.2 Air Filters. Air filters shall be installed in a heating, cooling, or makeup air system. Media-type air filters shall comply with UL 900. Electrostatic and high efficiency particulate filters shall comply with Section 936.0.
Exceptions:
(1)
Systems serving single guest rooms or dwelling units shall not require a listed filter.

(2)
Air filters used in listed appliances and in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions.
(HCD 1 & HCD 2) In mechanically ventilated residential buildings, air filters shall be provided to clean outdoor and return air prior to its delivery to occupied spaces. The air filters shall comply with the California Energy Code requirements for labeling, ventilation system design and installation, air filter efficiency, and air filter pressure drop, as applicable.  

See California Energy Code Subchapters 3, 6, 7, and 9 for requirements related to air filtration for residential occupancies. 
Rationale: HCD proposes to adopt the above referenced new California amendment to provide a pointer to the requirements for air filtration in the California Energy Code. 

The newly proposed amendment is necessary to ensure consistency between requirements for air filtration in the 2019 CMC and the 2019 California Energy Code for high-rise residential, hotels/motels, and low-rise residential buildings. 

The air filtration requirements for ventilation system design and installation, air filter efficiency, and air filter pressure drop have been proposed for the 2019 California Energy Code through a formal rulemaking project (Docket 
Log 17-BSTD-02 Rulemaking on 2019 Building Energy Efficiency Standards). This rulemaking, approved by the California Energy Commission on May 9, 2018, will be published as Part 6 of the California Code of Regulations, Title 24. The rulemaking package for the 2019 CEC also included supporting documentation related to rationale for adoption of specified air filter requirements and fiscal impacts.

There is no change in regulatory effect from HCD’s proposed amendment since this amendment is only a reference to existing (labeling) and new regulations adopted by the California Energy Commission and to be published in the 2019 California Energy Code.
CHAPTER 4

VENTILATION AIR 

SECTION 401.0

GENERAL

401.1 Applicability.  (No change to text)
401.2 (Formerly 503.3) Filters. [BSC-CGDSA-SS and DSA-SS/CC] In mechanically ventilated buildings, provide regularly occupied areas of the building with air filtration media for outside and return air that provides at least a Minimum Efficiency Reporting Value (MERV) of 8 in compliance with Section 120.1 of the California energy Code, Part 6, CCR, and Chapter 5, Division 5.5 of the California Green Building Standards Code (CALGreen). MERV 8 Ffilters shall be installed prior to occupancy, and recommendations for maintenance with filters of the same value shall be included in the operation and maintenance manual in compliance with Chapter  5, Division 5.5 of the California Green Building Standards Code (CALGreen).


Exceptions:

1.
An ASRAE 10-percent to 15-percent efficiency filter shall be permitted for an HVAC unit meeting the 2013 California Energy Code having 60,000 Btu/h or less capacity per fan coil, if the energy use of the air delivery system is 0.4 W/cfm or less at design air flow.


2.
Existing mechanical equipment.

401.2.1 (Formerly 503.3.1) Labeling. Installed filters shall be clearly labeled by the manufacturer indicating the MERV rating.
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