[bookmark: _GoBack]Alice Corp. v. CLS Bank International, 573 U.S. __, 134 S. Ct. 2347 (2014), was a 2014 decision of the U.S. Supreme Court regarding patentable subject matter, in this case software.  The issue in the case was whether certain claims about a computer-implemented, electronic escrow service for facilitating financial transactions were patentable. The patents were held to be invalid because the claims were anchored to an abstract idea, and implementing such claims on a computer was not transformative enough.
As a result of the Alice decision, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office has been denying many software patents, especially business method patents. Software would essentially have to transform a specifically drawn computer technology, or perhaps lead to new computer advance, in order to have the potential for being patentable under this extremely important U.S. Supreme Court decision.
Moreover, this decision will spawn litigation challenging existing software patents. In light of the holding in Alice, many companies will choose to abandon their software patents rather than wasting money on pointless, very expensive litigation. This state of affairs in the software world does not mean that this critical type of intellectual property (IP) cannot be protected.
For those agencies and departments that have in-house software with potential monetary or strategic value, a copyright is an excellent method of protecting this IP. A copyright can be filed with the U.S. Copyright Office so that litigation may be filed to prevent infringement. Registration will produce other benefits, including enhanced damages and the possibility of attorney fees. In short, copyrighting software is recommend when supported by a department's strategic objectives and the need to further the greatest public good in accordance with Government Code section 13988. 
